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PREFACE. 

WE venture to predict that the re-issue of this pUblication will 
meet with your entire approval-the matter having been culled 
from the most authentic sources, and with the greatest care, 
to preserve the facts and most important incidents connected 
with that eventful period. 

The reasons for re-issuing this book, after a lapse of fifty 
years, are-First: to satisfy that natural inquisitive demand 
for some knowledge of the HISTOBY AND TlI.ULB OF oru 
LUDDITBB, caused in very many instances by the relative or 
friendly connection with those deluded men; as incidents by 
.. flood or field" in the particular district in which we reside, 
are of more interest than those ocCl1ll'ri:ns in other disWicts; 
jUlt so do we anticipate the general reading of this re-issue, 
from the close and intimate connection it does, aDd ever will, 
hold in the history of .this locality. Secondly: we re-pnblish 
it that the public mind may be the better informed of the reat 
position of those, .no doubt, good but misguided men, who felt 
themselves much aggrieved by the introduction of machinery 
to supplant manual labour, and the high price of provisions at 
that time. 
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That the introduction of machinery should create in men's 

minds a feeling of disgust, and incite them to tnmult and riot 
at that period, we need not wonder, when we take into eonsi

deration the general intelligence not only of the workmen but 

of that ol"2s who were above them. 

A few years before " GENJlRAL" LWD made his appearance, 
we find the Legislature engaged on the consideraticm of a bill 

to repeal certain provisions, regulations, and restrictions, in 
various acts of parliament relating to the length, breadth, and 

weight of woollen cloths; the tentering, stretching, and strain
ing, viewing, searching, and sealing of them by officers 
appointed for that pUrpose; the boiling of wool with eertaill 
ingredients; the prohibition of the use of lamb -wool; the 
use of gig-mills, and the nnmber of looms, &c.; we say we 

need not wonder at the feeling of the populace, when we find 
lhe Government of that day seriously considering the p1'OpT'iiIty 
of abolishing that supervision and restriction which must ·have 
cost the clothier more by limiting his operations in the field of 
industry, than any damage done by the LWDs. The country 

at large must have been greatly imposed upon by the worse 
than insane measures then in operation, in regard to the man
ufaoture of woollen cloths. 

Reader, be not too severe on the character of NED LWD, 

tor he only attempted to do that in a smilll way---datroy the 
\nacAine which at8 hu bread-as the GOvernment had done 

with restriction-by preventing Ule growth of machinery, and 

consequent increase of trade. Art and science, as then ap
plied to the necessary wants and comforts of life, were in their 

infancy; every new invention had new difficulties to contend 
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with; wherever machinery displaced men's labour they felt 

aggrieved, and the first impulse was to destroy it, but as the 
arts and sciences have become more applied to the every-day 

affairs of life, men have become wiser and more willing to turn 
themselves to better aceount; and, instead of destroying it and 

jeopardizing their liberty and lives, have learnt to watch and 

serve it, taking good care, so far as their in1luence and power 

go, to make it the slave of the wants and wishes of an intelli

gent public; to perform the greatest drudgery, or the most 

delicate operation; to convey the heavy loads of merchandise 

from place to place, or to waft our thoughts from pole to pole; 

to build our leviathans that plough the mighty deep, or cast 

the font that symbolize the words as they drop from our lips, 

is all the handiwork of science applied to the constant wants 

of a progressive people. 

Let us hope that the perusal of this little book will warn all 

against the folly and prejudice of looking upon machinery as 

an evil. The market gardeners around London protested 

against the introduction of railways, the easy facility thus 

offered for bringing produce from the country would ruin them; 

printers, weavers, spinners, almost every branch have given 

the same cry, and with the same results. 

We do not deny, or shut our eyes to the fact, that every 

new invention, when applied to the manufacturing or agricul

.tural interests of the country, has for a time thrown some
hands out of employment, or perhaps wholly supplanted them, 

but at the same time creating new branches of trade, and con

siderably augmenting the number of hands engaged in others, 

so that the folly of rising up against machiDery, or eVeD pro-
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testing against it, proves a weakness of mind ill these days of 
cheap' literature, mechanics' institutions, and working-men's 
reading rooms, anything but creditable to the individual. 

Working-men •• have contributed well to the advance of that 
science, which in turn has contributed to their good, and not 
only theirs, but the good of all. The people then have earned 
their right and title to share amply in all and everything that 
science can effect and _work out for the general advantage of. 
the human race." 

In conclusion: we commit our little book on the 'tide of 
public opinion, with the confident hope that though tossed now 
and then on the rough swells of prejudice and ignorance, yet 
ultimately it will reach the haven of rest on the table or shelf 
of every cottage in the kingdom, the mansion, and the palace . 

• Hail! mighty Soienoe! Nature's oonquering lord f 
Thou st&r·crowned, steam-winged, fiery-footed power! 
Hail! gentle Arts, ·whose hues and forms afford 

Refined enohantments for the tranquil hour ! 

Hail! tolerant teachers of the world, whose dower 
Of spirit-wealth outweighs the monarch's might! 

Blest be your holy mission, may it shower 

Blessings like rain, and bring, by human right, 

To all our hearts iIld hearths, love, liberty, and light!" 



HISTORICAL 

ACCOUNT AND ORIGIN 
or TJIB 

LUDD RIOTS. 

TOWARDS the close of the year 1811, a spirit of riot and in
subordination manifested itself in the county of Nottingham, 
which, in the course of that year, extended to the counties of 
Derbyshire. Leicestershire, Lancashire, Cheshire, and York
shire, and in some degree, pervaded all the manufacturing 
districts of England. The insurgents. who assumed the name 
of "LUDDtrE.8," probably with a view of inspiring their ad
herents with confidence. the malcontents gave out that they 
w.ere under the command of one leader, whom they designated 
by the fictitious name of N ed Ludd. or General Ludd, calling 
themselves Ludds, liudders, or Luddi1es. There is no reason 
however to believe that there was in truth anyone leader. In 
each district where the disaffection prevailed, the most aspiring 
man assumed the local superiority, and beoanle the General 
Ludd of his own district. 

The avowed and immediate object of the Luddites was the 
destruction of certain artwles of machinery, the use of which 
had superseded or diminished manual labour, in the manufac
ture of the articles to which they were applied. These dis
turbances, which had now attracted the attention of parliament, 
and excited apprehensions of the most alarming Jijlture, first 
manifested themselves by the destruction of a great number of 
uewly-erected stocking-frames, by small parties of men, 
principally stocking-weavers, who assembled in various places 
rODJld the town of Nottingham. The meu engaged in the 
disturbances were at first priDcipally those thrown out of 
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employment by the use of new machinery, or by their refusal 
to work at the rate of wages offered by the manufacturers, and 
they particularly sougltt the deetrnctit!ln of frames owned by 
those hosiers, or worked by those men who were willing to work 
at the lower rates. In consequence of the resiatance 0PP08ed 
to ibe o1ltrage. of the rioters, in the oo1ll'.l6 of which one of 
their number was shot, on the 11th of November, at Bullwell, 
near Nottingham, they became still more violent, and the 
magistrates found it necessary to call in the assistance of a 
considerable armed three, which was promptly assembled, 
consisting, at first, principally of local militia and volunteer 
yeomanry, to whom were added about four hundred special 
constables. The terror of this force seemed for a time to allay 
the spirit of insubordination; but before the end of the month 
of November, the outrages were renewed, and assumed a more 
serious systematic character. In several villages, the rioters 
not only destroyed the frames, but they levied contributions 
for subsistence, which rapidly increased their number, and 
enlarged their sphere of action. 

A considerable regular military force was now sent to Not
tingham, and in January, 1812, two of the most experienced 
police m.agistrates were dispatched from London to that place 
for the purpose of assisting the local authorities in their en· 
deavours to restore tranquillity in the disturbed districts. The 
systeml!otic combina.tion with which the outrages were conducted, 
the terror which they inspired, and the disposition of many of 
the lower orders to favour, rather than to oppose them, made 
it very difficult to discover the offenders, or to obtain evidence 
to convict those who were apprehended. Some, however, were 
afterwards proceeded against a.t the spring assizes of 1812, at 
Nottingham, an,d seven persons, convicted of different offences 
connected with the riots, were sentenced to transportation. In 
the meantime, acts were passed by the legislature for estab· 
lishing a police ,in the disturbed districts, upon the ancient 
systelJl of watch and ward, and for making the destruction of 
stocking.frames a capital crime, punishable by death. 

Early m the year, the spirit of riot and disturbance spread 
'itself iuto Cheshire and Lancashire; at Tentwistle, in the 
former county, the cotton machinery in Mr. Rhodes's mill was 
totally destroyed; Md at Stockport, the house of Mr. Goodwin 



LUDD Bm~S. 9 

was set on·ftre on the 14th of April, and his $eam-looms 
destroyed. On the 20th of the same month, the manufactory 
of )lee81'S. Daniel Burton and Sons, situated at Middleton, 
six miles from MlIoDchester, was attaeked by a mob, consisting 
of several thousand persons, and although the rioters were 
repu18ed, and four of their number killed by the military 
foree assembled to protect the works, a seoond attaek was 
made on the following day, when Mr. Emannel Bnrton'e 
dwelling-bonae was set on fire, and destroyed. Abont tbe 
lI8Dle time riots took place in Manchester, of which the alleged 
Clause was the high prioe of provisions. At West Houghton, 
near Bolton-le-moors, ilhe· rioters taking advantage of the 
abeenoe of the military, assailed the large manufactory of 
Me881'8. Wroe and D1menft, and after having forced the doors, 
and set ;fire to the mill and machinery, dispersed before the 
soldiers could be aBBembled. 

Symptoms of the same lawle88 disposition appeared at 
Neweastle-undel'-line, WigBn, Warrington, and Eccles; and the 
oontagion had spread to Carlisle, and into Yorkshire. In 
Nottinghamshire, the ma.ohinery obnoxious to the rioters was 
wide weaving frames ; in Lancashire, looms wrought by steam; 
and in Yorkshire, gig-mills, or Jll9.Chinery used in the shearing 
of woollen oloth-all inventions of modern date, and each of 
them ealculated to supersede or diminish the demand for manual 
labour. In the immediate neighbourhood of Huddersfield, in 
the West Riding of Yorkshire, the destruction of dressing 
moohines beg6n early in February. In March, the machinery 
belonging to Mr. Franoi& Vickerman, in that neighbouthood, 
was destroyed. In April, the destruetion of Bradley Hills was 

. threatened; but the execution of these threats was frustrated 
by the presence of a militarY guo.rd., to which the protootioa of 
that extensive concern was, for many months, confided. The 
inhabitants of Leeds had for some time been much alarmed 
by infOl'lll8tion that attacks were intended to be mAde on variolis 
places in that town and neighbourhood; and early in the month 
of January. an assemblage of intmbordinate workmen, with 
their fsoos blaoked, and armed with offensive weapons, took 
place. On the first night of their meeting, they were surprised 
by the vigilance of the magistrates, and prevented from 
wlIllDHting any outrage; but on the 19th of that month the 
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gig.mill of· 1dessrs; Oates, Wood, and Bmithson, was wilfully 
set on fire, and considerable ~ done to the building and 
machinery. This incendiary act was suoeeeded by a regular 
and systematic attack upon the mill of Messrs. ThompsoDS and 
Brothers, at Rawden, in the same neighbourhood, on the night 
of the 28rd of March, when the shears used in dressing the 
oloth were broken, and the machinery rendered useless. 
Previous to the attack the rioters seized and secured the watch; 
and when the mischief, which occupied but a few minutes in the 
perpetration, was etfooted, they assembled on a neighbouring 
eminence, and called over the numbers by which each man was 
designated, and instantly dispersed. Only two nights after, a 
quantity of woollen-cloth, of the value of five hundred pounds, 
dressed by machinery, the property of Messrs. Dickinson and 
Co. was cut in shreds in their dressing shops, at Leeds. At 
Horbury, near Wakefield, the mill of Mr. Foster was attacked 
by an armed body of men, supposed to consist of three hundred, 
who marched in regular sections to the assault, and destroyed 
the machinery, having previously secured two of the sous of the 
proprietor, by tying them together in their bedroom_ 

These outrages which had hitherto, been practised in the 
eountyof York almost with impunity, were at length doomed 
to receive a check: about midnight on Saturday, the 11th of 
April, an attack was made by a body of armed men supposed 
to amount to about one hundred and fifty, upon the shearing
mill of Mr. William Cartwright, situated at Cleokheaton, at 
about an equal distance from Leeds, Huddersfield, and Ha.1ifu. 
The mill was defended with so much gallantry by .Mr. 
Cartwright, the proprietor, assisted by two soldiers, and four 
of his work-people, that the assailants, after a number of 
desperate ell'orts, were completely repulsed, a.nd two of their 
number left npon the field mortally. wounded. 

From this period, the insurgents determined upon a dilI'erent 
course of conduct; they had found oJ).e of the mills invulnerable, 
and it was supposed thllot other proprietors, animated by the 
81lCC6SS of Mr. Cartwrlght, would in future defend their 
property; it was there£ort3 determined no longer to attack the 
mills, but to strike at the ijfe of the owners: in pursuance of 
this sanguinary resolutioD, Mr. William Horsfall, a respectable 
merchantand nilll-oWIler I!ot Marsden,in the neighbourhood of 
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disaffected was clearly manifeilt, all whioh sooieties were directed 
by a secret oommittee, whioh might be considered as the great 
mover of the whole machine; and it was established by the 
various information reoeived from different parts of the country, 
that these societies were governed by their respective secret 
committees; that delegates and messengers were oontinually 
dispatehed from place to place for the purpose of concerting 
plans and oonveying information ;* that an illegal oath of the 
most atrocious kind was extensively administered;t and that 
secret signs were arranged, by which the persons engaged in 
these conspiracies were known to each other. The military 
organization, carried on by persons engaged in these societies, 
had also proceeded to an alarming length; in some parts of the 
oonntry they assembled in large numbers, chiefly by night, upon 
hooths or commons, taking the usual precaution of paroles 
and counter-signs. The muster-rolls were called over by 
numbers, not names; they were directed by leaders, sometimes 
in disguise; they placed sentries to give alarm at the approach 
~ any person, whom they might suspect of an intention to 
interrupt or give information of their proceedings; and they 
dispersed instantly at the firing of a gun, or other signal agreed 
upon, and so dispersed as to avoid detection. In some 

• A small weekly coutribution paid by every member of these combin. 
ations formed a fund, by which the delegates and messengers were wholly 
or',in part supported, according to the nature and extent of their services. 
This fund there is reason to suppose was also allplied to the support of the 
imprisoned Luddites j and its appliOll.tion in thIS way, combined with the 
nature of the oath, maT in IIOme degree account for the paucity of infor
mation collected, from them while in prison, and even in the prospect of 
death. In fact, they made no disclosures. All their secrets, whether 
theT related to the organization of their societiee, the names oC their 
leadent, or tbeir depots Of a~ died with them. 

t Several copies oftbe oath were discovered, but the following appea.rs 
to be the correct version :-

OATB._u I, A. B., of my 0W1l volGDtary will, do declare, and lIOlemDly swear, that 
lllever will reveal to &11)' penon or penona under the canopy of heaven, the name. 
or the persona who oompose thia aeoret committee, their proceedings, meeting, places 
cl .OO4e, dre .. , feaolurel, oompieldoB, or an,. thing eiae that mlcht lead to a dl",overr 
cl the aame, either by word, deed, or aIgn, under the penalty cf being ""nt out of the 
.rorid b,. the 8rat brother who aIaaIl me.t me, and my name and characler blotted out 
at exis~, and nenr to be remembezed but with contampt and abhorrence; and I 
turther now do awear, ij,at I will use my beat endeavours to puni8h by death any 
traitor or trlll.ton, should any rise ap .... oog 118, wherever I can ftnd him or them, and 
thollih he shonid J1y to the v ..... of nature, I will pursue him with unoellling van· 
gsanoe. So help lDe God, ancl blet. 1D8 to keep thIa ID1 oath inl'iolable." 
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instances, signals were made by rockets and blue lights, by 
which they communicated intelligence to the parties, and t~ 
system evinced an extraordinary degree of concert, secrecy 
and organization. The collection of arms and ammunition, 
and the progress in discipline, as manifested in the attacks upon 
some of the mills, could not fail to produce in the country a 
great degree of alarm ; and the system of intimidation produced 
by the oaths administered to the initiated; the destruction of 
property j and the threats held out against, and, in some cases, 
executed upon their opposers, greatly aggravated this alarm, 
and for a long time tended to bafHe every Ilfi'ort made to bring 
the ofi'enders to justice. 

in consequence of the report of the secret committee appointed 
by parliament, from which the foregoing relation is principally 
drawn, government determined to adopt decisive and vigorous 
measures against the insurgents. A bill was immediately 
brought into the house of commons, which made it a capital 
otl'ence to administer illegal oaths; and the power of the . 
magistrates in the disturbed districts was cODsiderably enlarged. 

These measures were strongly objected to by Mr. Whitbread, 
~ir Frands Burdett, and several other members, on the ground 
that the report of the secret committee had been entirely made 
up from documents and evidence which were by no means 
entitled to implicit belief; and which ought not to guide 
parliament whell they were about to legislate for the purpose of 
curtailing the . liberty of the subject and increasing the number 
of capital crimes, already much too great in the criminal code. 
of this country. That at any rate, if such strong and seve»e 
measures as those proposed by ministers were to be resorted to, 
it would be but just that government should, at the same time, 
as much as lay in their power, remove the cause of the 
disturbances which thllY were about to punish j that their 
principal Cause must be sought in the extension of taxation, 
and deStruCtiOD of commerce and manufactures; and that these, 
in their turn, originated in the foolish and wicked continuance 
of a war without object and without hopes, andin the protligate 
expenditure of the public money. These representations, 
however, had no efi'ect; and it must .be confessed, that when 
certain classes of the peovle, in any coUntry, are so ill-advised 
as to have recourse to Vlolence and force for the purpose of 
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removing their real or imaginary grievances, it is the first and 
most imperious duty of government to protect' the peaceable 
and well-disposed, and to restore public tranquillity by subduing 
the lawless_ After order and tranquillity are restored, govern
ment -have another duty to perform, equally imperions-the 
removal of every real and well-founded cause for complaint and 
dissatisfaction: and a government that with equaIjudgment and 
promptitude performs h9th these duties, will be at once respected 
and loved, and will best secure the well-being of the natiOD 
eomm.itted to its charge. 

The exertions of the magistrates in Lancashire and Cheshire, 
had, early in May, filled the gaols of those counties with 
prisoners, charged with mous offences; and in theintervaI 
between the spring and thesuminer assizes, special commissions 
were is81led to try the offenders. These commissions were 
opened at Lancaster on the 2Sd of May, before Mr. Baron 
Thompson and Sir Simon Le Blanc; and at Chester on the 
25th of the same month, before Mr. Justice Dallas and Mr. 
Justice Burton. Under each of the commissions numerous 
eonvictionstook place for every gradation of offence; and of 
the capital convicts, eight at Lancaster, and two at Chester, 
suffered the penalty of the law. 

Although the excesses in the west-riding were checked by the 
'4ttecutions in the neighbouring counties, and by the laws passed 
by parliament, yet no very important discoveries were made in 
the county of York, earlier than the month of July. At that 
tbne some commitments took place, and information was 
obtained, principally through the zeal, perseverance, and 
-energy, of that intrepid magistrate, Joseph Radcliffe, Esq. 
of Milns-Bridge, near Huddersfield,* by which sixty·four 
persons, charged with offences counected with the disturbances 
in the west-riding, were" before the close of the year, 
apprehended and lodged. in the castle at York. Government 
now determined to issue a special commission for the trial of 
these prisoners, which was directed to Mr. Baron Thompson, 
and ,Mr. Justice Le Blanc, who appointed the 2nd of January 
for opening the assize. The trials exhibited a scene of moral 

• As a mark ,of the royal f'a. Your for the distinguiaht'd I18rncell rendered 
to the cOuntry at the Jleriod now undercoll8ideration, thia gentleman was, 
in the COIII'I!e or the following year, created a baronet. ' 
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_ turpitude, at which th!l mtnc) shudders; of. sixty-four prisoners, 
eigh~ of which were capitally. c.0nviete<1:;, of Whom three, the 
murderers of Mr. Horsfall, were executed on Friday the 8th of 
Jimuary, and fourteen others on --Saturday, the 16th of the 

.same month, the sentence of the, remaining capital convict 
being commuted to transportation for life. Six were eonvicted 
,of administration of nnIawfuloaths, and .sentenced to be 
transported for seven years ;, ,seven others. put upon their trials 
. were acquitted: se'venteen, against whom bills of indictment 
had been found for capital offences, were discharged on bail ; 
8Ild sixteen others by proclamation. 

For some months before the special assize, the disturbances 
in Yorks~e, as well as in all the other manufacturing districts 
,of the kingdom; had nearly, subside,d; and this tremendous 
~ple, made to the offended laws of the OOlWtry, served to 
confirm and render permanent the public tranquillity. . ' 



SPECIAL COMMISSION. 

YORK, JOHIMPI"Y 2nd, 1818. 
PaooBEDDfGtI tnm •• nu: 8Pl&CUL OOIIJrDSSlO1f AT '1'JUt OUTLZ, 

AT yOBlt, OPENEI> mm· DAY BY lIB. 'BABOK THOKPl!JOH .uQ) 

lIB. JUSTICE LE Bt.AKO, 1'0& 'tBB '1'1UAL OF: onBNOKI, ClOW
nODD WlTB 'ID DISTtnlDAH0E8 LATELY EXISTIJ(Q IN '1'IIJI: 
WEST-BIDING 01' THIS OOtmn'. 

The <hwm .tUllY, the same as the last Assizes, with thll 
exeeption of J. S. WonTLE'l',Esq., in the :room of Bir W. 
INGLEBY. 

BODo DNRY LASOELLES,01 StIIDlb7, FoaIWI. 
BODo WK. GOlWON,01 BaAI4IDg Park. 
SIr B. BEGINALD GRAILUI, 01 Norioa Ocmyera, BaIL 
SIr BENRY OAlm mBJ:TSON,01 DeDtcm Park, Bm. 
SIr MABX IUSDBlfAN SYRES, of 8Jec1mere, Bm. 
JAlIIES ABOB. STUABT WORTLEY,01 Wo.rUe1 Ball, Eeq. 
ROBOT I"RANXLAND, of Tblrkleby, Eeq. 
JOHN ROBINSON FOULIS, 01 Bnlez1on, Esq. 
THons DA VISON BLAND, of Xlppu Park, Eeq. 
JOHN LISTEB XAYE, 01 Gnqe, Esq. 
molUS NOROLIFFE, 01 LugIoD, Eeq. 
JOHN BELL, 01 ThInk, Eeq. 
~ CREYRE,01 !brloD, Eeq. 
BALL PLUMER, 01 Stocktcm Ball, Eeq. 
molUS DUNOOJDIE, of TowlatoD Lodge, Esq. 
JOHN YORK, 01 Baltcm Place, Esq. 
BICBABD BETBELL, 01 OUtou, Esq. 
BICBABD STAINFORTB, of Bu&D Lodge, Esq. 
JOSEPB RADCLIFFE, 01 MIlDabrldge, Eeq. 
ROBERT BARVEY, 01 Faruham, Esq. 
JOHN WILMER FIELD, of BIItoD, Eeq. 
HENRY WILLOUGBBY, 01 Bu""", Esq. 
JUCBABD YOu, 01 WIghIll Park, Esq. 
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CHARGE TO THE GRAND JURY. 
THE Grand Jury having been sworn, BARON THoMPsoN 
addressed them in terms of the following import :-

" Gentlemen of the grand inquest, we are assembled in this 
place by virtue of his Majesty's commission, at a season of the 
year unusual for the solemnities of justice. None of us can 
be insensible of the necessity there exists of investigating the 
circumstances which have of late so much disturbed the public 
peace. You will perceive that I allude to those acts of outrage 
with which a great number of prisoners in the calendar stand 
charged; that of having perpetrated various acts of outrage on 
the property and persons of individuals, and that in some 
instanoes repeatedly these acts of violence have been continued 
with little intermission, nearly the whole of the year, which 
has just closed. These mischievious associations, so dangerous 
to the public peace, and so destructive to the property, and in 
some instances, to the lives of individuals, originated in a 
neighbouring county, and at first had for their object the destruc
tion of machinery, which by diminishing the quantity of human 
labour in our manufactures, was by them conceived to be 
inimical to the interests of the labouring classes; a notion 
probably infused into their minds, by some evil-disposed per
sons, for the worst of purposes; but a more fallacious and 
ill-founded argument cannot be conceived. It is to machinery 
that we probably owe the existence, certainly the excellence 
and extent of our manufactures. Whatever lessens the expense 
of preparing an article, by diminishing its price, promotes its 
consumption, and increases the demand for it, and if the use 
of machinery was discontinued, our manufactures would be 
destroyed. 

" The spirit of insubordination quickly spread, and reached 
the West-Riding of this county; and from the destruction of 
machinery used in manufacture, transition was easy to the 
destruction of the buildings. When large bodies of men are 
associated for illegal purposes, the progress from one crime, to 
another still greater, is rapid; the destruction of the buildings 
led to the stealing of fire arms, to carry on their daring designs; 
and from the stealing of arms to the indiscriminate plunder of 
every kind of property, and even to murder itself. A temporary 
impunity for the law, though sure, is slow, may have embold-

B 
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ened these men in their lawless ca.reer, until they have struck 
at life itself. Innocent and useful men have suffered in their 
persons and their property from this violence, and these 
depredations, and some of them under circumstances which 
ca.rried with them utmost terror and ala.rm. Armed bodies of 
men, in some instances several hundreds at once, under the 
command of leaders, have attacked, by day and night, buildings 
in which machinery was employed, and in one instance fired 
upon the persons in the building. But the worst feature is 
behind; I mean that of a most foul a~sassination, the murder 
of Mr. Horsfall in open day as he was returning from Hud
dersfield. He was fired at from behind a wall, a few miles 
from Huddersfield, by several persons, and severely wounded, 
of which wounds he died, within a day or two. 

"With this murder several of the persons in the calendar 
stand cha.rged, and when the cases shall come before you, 
you will treat them as the evidence laid before you shall 
dictate. In this case, as well as in some others, it may be 
necessary to submit to your consideration the testimony of an 
accomplice; you will attentively consider in what respects his 
evidence is corroborated, and rendered worthy of credit by 
other circumstances. He is in law a competent witness; but 
as he comes forward to charge others with a crime, in the 
participating of which he acknowledges himself guilty, you 
Gentlemen, and more especially those who will have ultimately 
to decide upon the case, receive his evidence with a. sober 
degree of caution and jealousy. 
, "As it is probable that some indictments may be laid before 
you, on a cha.rge of rioting, I will read to you a passage from 
the act commonly known by the name of the Riot Act. [His 
Lordship here read that well-known clause, which enacts, that 
if twelve persons riotously assembled, continued together one 
hour, after the act had been read by a magistrate, commanding 
them to depart, every person so remaining, should be guilty of 
felony, and suffer death.] He also adverted to the provision 
made in the same act, for the protection of dwelling-houses 
from tumultuous assemblages; and to another act passed in 
the present reign, for the protection of machinery: the 28rd 
Geo. m. which enacts, 'that if any person or persons, br 
day or by night, enter into any house or shop to destroy, or 
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shall destroy any woollen weft, or warp, &c., or shall break 
and destroy any of the tools and machinery used in the manu
facture of the same, such person or persons convicted thereof, 
shall be guilty of felony, and suffer death, without benefit of 
the clergy.' "His Lordship said, he particularly mentioned 
this act, because it would probably apply to many of these 
cases which would come before them. 

"Several charges," said his Lordship, "will probably be 
brought before you, and indictments preferred for burgularies 
and robberies, by force and violence, by day and by night, as 
well as for malicious shooting, which has been rendered a capital 
offence in the present reign; on these cases I do not know 
that it is ncessary to make any observation; you will dispose 
of them according to the evidence." [His· Lordship then 
proceeded to explain the law, with respect to accessanes to 
felony, before and after the fact. An accessary before the fact, 
said his Lordship, is one, who without being present at the 
commission of a felony· doth contrive, aid, counsel, or procure 
it to be done. An accessary after the fact, is one, who knowing 
of the felony, aids, comforts, succours, and conceals the felon; 
and in general, all succour afforded to the felon, previous to 
his apprehension, comes under this species of crime, an offence, 
which in many cases, is deprived of the benefit of the clergy. 
Misprision of felony, which is knowing of a felony, and con
cealing it, is also an offence at common law, and punishable as 
a high misdemeanor. There is another species of offence, 
deserving of your most serious attention; that of administering 
unlawful oaths. His Lordship here read extracts from acts 
recently passed, to prevent the commission of this offence, by 
which, every person administering or procuring to be adminis
tered, any oath to bind the party taking it, to be of any 
association, for the commission of any illegal acts, or to obey 
the orders or commands of any committee, or body of men, 
or any person not having legal authority, or to bind them not 
to inform, or give evidence, or not to reveal and discover, any 
illegal acts which may have been committed or not to discover 
any illegal oaths or engagements, shall be guilty of felony, and 
be liable to be transported for seven years, unless in certain 
cases excepted; the taking the oath by compulsion, and making 
discovery before a Magistrate, within four days; except when 

B i 
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prevented by illness, and in such case, within four days after 
that impediment is removed. The act also provides that it 
shall not be necessary in any prosecution under this act, to set 
forth the words of the oath, but only its purport, or some 
material part thereof. " By an act of the 52d Geo. m. which 
takes effect from the 9th July last; it is provided, that any 
person who administers, or takes an oath, binding to the 
commission of murder, shall suffer death, without benefit of 
the clergy. Provision is made in the act for indemnifying 
persolis taking the oath, on the terms of making discovery of 
it, within a certain limited period.] 

"No person," continued his Lordship, "who seriously 
reflects on the infinite mischief which may result to society, 
from men combining in unlawful associations, under the 
sanction of an oath, can consider these punishments in the 
least degree too severe. 

" I feel perfectly convinced, that the county may safely rely 
upon your vigilance and attention, and that no indignation 
excitt-d by the consideration of the atrocities which have been 
committed, will excite in your minds, any prejudice, when you 
are weighing the evidence against any individual, whose case 
may come under your consideration, and which you will 
determine solely by the evidence laid before you; for however 
the laws may have been trampled upon, and set at defiance, yet 
it will be exerted not more for the punishment of the guilty, 
than the protection of the innocent. 

" I cannot conclude, without recommending to you, that 
your earnest endeavours be constantly exerted, to induce a 
spirit of subordination and obedience to the laws; and to 
confirm all within the sphere of your influence, in their 
allegiance to his Majesty's throne, which is the only effectual 
means of preserving the peace, prosperity, and happiness of 
of the country." 
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WEDNESDAY, JO/nuary 6. 
TRIAL OP THE M'ORDERERS OF MR. WILLIAM HORSFALL, OF 

MARsDEN. 

THE interest excited by this trial, which forms one of the most 
striking features in the proceedings under the special commis
sion, has seldom been equalled in a court of justice, and at a 
very early hour, the Court was so excessively crowded, that it 
was with much difficulty, that the Counsel and Officers of the 
Court obtained their seats. At nine o'clock the Court was 
opened by the Cryer, and the following prisoners, who had been 
arraigned on the Monday preceding, and pleaded not guilty, 
were placed at the bar : 

GEORGE MELLOR, of Longroyd-Bridge; WILLIAM THORPE, 
and THOMAS SMITH, of Huddersfield, Cloth-dressers. 

The prisoners were all young men, the eldest of them not 
more than three and twenty years of age, and their appearance 
was very respectable. 

THB FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF 'l'HE JURY: 
HUMPHREY FLETCHER, FOBEk.lN. 

WILLIAM BUTTLE JEREMIAH KIRK 
WILLIAM ATKlNSON WILLIAM BlMMINGTON 
JOHN JOHNSON, SEN. WILLIAM SCHOLEFIELD 
.JONATHAN BAlIXER JOHN WALKER 
WILLIAM DENISON, TUN. NICHOLAS WALTON 
BOBERT KETTLEWELL 

Counsel for the Crown: Messrs. PARK, TOPPING, HoLROYD, 
and fuCHARDSON. Attorneys: Messrs. HOBHousE, London, 
ALLI80N, Huddersfield, and LLOYD, Stockport. 

Counsel for the Prisoners: Messrs. BROUGlUM, HULLOCK, 
and WlLLIAMs. Attorney: Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. fuCHARDSON opened the pleadings, and Mr. PARK 
addressed the Jury in nearly the following terms:-

" You are now empannelled, and have been sworn to try and 
enquire into a matter of blood. It is one of those great crimes 
on which the law of God, as well as of man, has denounced 
the penalty of death; nor is it material in the present enquiry, 
who the person is, who is the subject of this investigation, for 
the law in this respect makes no distinction of persons; the 
meanest subject, as well as ~e highcst, are cqually under its 
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protection. The matter of enquiry is, whether the deceased 
came violently by his death, under circumstances of preme
ditation; or whether .all of the prisoners, or any of them, are 
the persons who produced it. But though the law makes no 
distinction as to the person who perishes by violence, it is 
necessary for the elucidation of the case, that I should state 
who the deceased is. Mr. Horsfall, into whose death we are 
now to enquire, was about forty years of age; he was a married 
man, had a family of children, and was a manufacturer to a 
considerable extent, in the West Riding. It is well·known to 
you all, that for a considerable period, dreadful disturbances 
have taken place in this county, but which did not begin until 
after the Judges had finished the busmess of the Spring Assizes; 
but it is well-known, and it is part of the history of the county, 
that at the Spring Assizes at Nottingham, a great number of 
persons were charged, and were tried, for offences connected 
with the destruction of machinery, and about this period, a 
similar disposition began to manifest itself in the West-Riding 
of this county, particularly in the neighbourhood of Hudders
field. About the 11th April a very violent attack was made 
on the mill of Mr. Cartwright, in which, by the gallant and 
successful defence that was made, a number of the assailants were 
wounded, and two killed; and this transaction will be found 
to be materially connected with the present case. It will be 
proved, that this defence gave rise to the most gross abuse and 
threats against the proprietors of such machinery, and more 
particularly against Mr. Horsfall, who had an extensive estab
lishment of this kind; who employed a great number of 
workmeD, by whom he is represented to me to have been 
greatly beloved. But inasmuch as he employed this obnoxious 
machinery, and had expressed himself with a manly warmth 
against the delusions under which the manufaeturing classes 
laboured, some may think his warmth impmdent, but I am not 
of that opinion; he became the object of the most barbarous 
revenge, and was marked out for destruction. 

On the subject of these delusions, which have produced such 
tragical occurrences, I should not have thought it necessary to 
have made any observations either on account of you Gentlemen, 
or with respect to the case of the prisoners, but for the sake of 
the vast number of persons who are now assembled, I would 
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say that notbiltg 'could be more ill founded; than the idea, that 
the in.troductioll of machinery into our manufactures, leBBenB 

the quantity of human labour, and abridges the means of sub
sistence ; the very reverse of this is the truth; it greatly 
increases and enlarges both. And Ot;l this subject, after wha$ 
has passed, I trust that these illusions will be dispelled. In 
conducting this investigation, I mean to state no fact which I 
shall not endeavour to subs.t4ntiate by.evidence. Mr. Horsfhll, 
the deceased, was a man of warm feelings, and who saw the 
fallacy and absurdity of the prejudices against machinery, had 
declared his intention of resisting the attempts of the daring 
violators of the law, and of supporting the machinery, attempted 
to be put down by violence; in consequence of this, it was 
determined that he should be taken off. It wa.s known that he 
was in the constant habit of attendii,tg the Huddersfield market. 
He left Huddersfield between five and six in the afternoon, 
on the 28th April, (being Tuesday, which was the market day, 
at Huddersfield, and at that season of the year, the sun doe. 
Dot set until seven o'clock) on his return to Marsden, a distance 
of seven miles. When he had rode as far as the W llolTener House, 
a public house known by that name, kept by J oseph Armitage, 
he stopped to get some refreshment, but without alighting from 
his horse, having got a glass of rum and water, aI).d ordere4 
some gin and water for two of his lahourers, who wefe in th~ 
public-house, he proceeded homewards; when he had got a. 
far as the corner of a plantation, belonging to Mr. Radcliffe, a 
distance of about 800 yards from the Warrener-house, at the 
corner of this plantation Mr. Horsfhll was shot; he fell on the 
neck of his horse. There was a person of the name of Parr, 
riding a little behind Mr. Horsfall, who heard the report of the 
gun or pistol, saw him fall, and heard him call out murder. 
Mr. PIlolT hurried to him, and Mr. Horsfall begged him to 
ride back, and inform his brother, and procure him 9.jIsistance ; 
Mr. PIlolT instantly galloped back to Mr. Horsfhll's brother, and 
in the mean time a person of the name of Bannister came up. 
by whose assistance Mr. Horsfhll was conveyed to the house of 
Armitage, the publican, where he languished thirty-eight hQlU'B, 
and then died. The indictment states, that only one pistol 
was fired, and that by George Mellor, but it is immaterial which 
hand fired the pistol: but if William thorpe, or ThoDl1aB Smith 
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fired it, and the other prisoners were present, consenting and 
aiding in the deed, they are all equally guilty; the law in the 
ease of murder, makes no distinction between principals in the 
first and second degree. The fact is, as it will come out in 
evidence, that two pistols were fired. A declaration was made 
by Mr. Horsfall a short period previous to his death, but which 
I only just mention, because I am not certain whether I can 
make it legal evidence; because to make declarations of this 
kind of evidence, they must be given in the immediate view 
and prospect of death which the law considers as equal to the 
sanction of an oath; but he stated, and it will turn out to be 
material, that four men were in the plantation, near the road, 
when Mr. Horsfall was shot; this I shall establish beyond the 
possibility of a doubt. PI\lT, the person referred to before, as 
the first who approached the spot, after the deed, saw four men 
run away. Gentlemen, I shall call before you an accomplice, 
one of the four men, who perpetrated the deed. Some of you, 
Gentlemen, yesterday heard the law respecting' the evidence of 
accomplices clearly laid do"1I'll by the Judge,and therefore I do' 
not think it necessary to dwell upon it. An accomplice is a 
competent witness, and there are many cases in which crimes, 
and those of the most enormous kinds, and the most dangerous 
to society, in which there is scarcely any other mode of con· 
vieting the perpetrators." Mr. Park particularly mentioned 
the case of murder by poison, and of unnatural offences. 
" Gentlemen, I will admit, and state to you, because it will 
save myself, and my learned friends who are counsel for the 
prisoners, some trouble, that this accomplice is a very wicked 
man, and equally guilty with the rest of the prisoners: but I shall 
not ask you to convict the prisoners on his testimony only, I 
shall confirm it by a chain of strong and well connected cir· 
cumstances, all tending to establish the guilt of the prisoners. 
But it is not necessary that an accomplice should be confirmed 
to every circumstance, had that been the case, his evidence 
would be unnecessary, and we should not have taken him from 
that bar, and placed him in the witness box, but have left him 
to that fate his crimes have deserved. 

This accomplice, Benjamin Walker, will state to you, that in 
the shop in which he worked at Longroyd-Bridge, a short distance 
from Huddersfield, conversation of the most inflammatory kind 



LUDD RIOTS. 25 

passed, with respect to the transactions at Nottingham, which 
these men were unfortunately in the habit of reading in the 
newspapers, and that the attack upon Mr. Cartwright's mill, in 
which some persons were killed and wounded, on which occasion 
George Mellor, the first of the prisoners named in the indict
ment, said that he was determined to have Mr. Horsfall taken 
off. But the accomplice knew nothing of the time, until 
the very afternoon when the threat was carried into Qxecution, 
and he will state to you, tha.t the proposal took him by surprise, 
that he consented to accompany them, and had a pistol given 
to him by Mellor, who himself had a large horse pistol loaded 
almost to the top. It will be proved to you, that this pistol 
was one which had formerly belonged to Mellor: it was a pistol 
with a large bore, and brass mounting, this pistol he had either 
sold, or given away, but I shall prove to you, that he had bor
rowed this pistol, that he put into it a double charge of powder, 
that he then put in a ball, as large as a musket ball, two slugs, 
.and another ball, all of which he rammed down into the pistol; 
the person who observed this extraordinary act, said you do not 
mean to fire that pistol I hope? he replied, and his ansWer is 
important; yes, I mean to do for Hors/all, will you go with us ? 
Thorpe, the second prisoner, was also seen to load a pistol at 
Wood's shop, the place where all the prisoners worked. 

It will no doubt strike you as singular that declarations of 
this kind should be made in so open a manner; but it proves 
the dreadful state in which this part of the country was when 
a murder could be talked of with so little caution and disguise. 
This appointment to shoot Mr. Horsfall, I shall prove by 
several witnesses, who will all state conversations on facts 
which denote the preparations for this deed of blood. I shall 
now go on with the testimony of the accomplice, who will state 
to you that when the proposal fts first made he rather objected 
to go, but at length was prevailed on to be one of the party. 
The proposal was made first about four o'clock and it was 
settled they should be in the plantation of Mr. Radclifi'e about 
half past five o'clock. Smith and witness went together and 
arrived at the spot before Mellor and Thorpe, each provided with 
a pistol, on the road Walker proposed to Smith to turn back 
"and not to go, but Smith said nay, let us go to the place and 
try to persuade them not to do it, for if we do not go we shall be 
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shot. Mellor and Thorpe were to stand at the corner of the 
plantation where they could command the road, and Walker 
and Smith at about twenty yards distance. When Mellor and 
Thorpe had taken their place, Smith went to them as he stated 
to Walker to persuade them not to do it, but he returned and 
said, if they went away they would be shot, and that Mellor 
and Thorpe would fire first, and if they missed, Walker and 
himself were to fire. They stooped down that they might not 
be seen from the road; they had not remained long before the 
word was given that Mr. Horsfall was coming. Mellor antI 
Thorpe almost immediately fired, and run to Walker and Smith 
and called them fiats, a term of reproach, for not firing. Thorpe 
put his pistol into Walker's hand and said he would carry it no 
further. Walker carried it some distance, and then said that 
he would carry it no further. They all four ran over some 
flelds to Dungeon Wood, and Mellor and Thorpe then said they 

, must separate, which they did, Smith and Walker concealed 
their pistols in some Ant·hills, in Dungeon Wood. 

Mt:. Park proceeded to state, that Mellor and Thorpe went 
to Dungeon Wood bottom, to a relation, Joseph Mellor, where 
they deposited the pistols, concealing them among some flocks, 
they left their great coats there; in the coat worn by Thorpe, 
were found two ball cartridges, the pistols so left were unloaded, 
one of them exo.etly corresponded in description to that which 
Mellor had borrowed; . Mellor also had borrowed a top coat of 
another colour, leaving his own at the house. He then pr()
ceeded to state various declarations made by Mellor and Thorpe, 
distinctly admitting that they had perpetrated the deed. And 
on the following day an oa~ was administered by Mellor and 
Thorpe to the work people at the shop, to keep the murder a 
secret. 

It seems that nothing can be clearer than the mass of evi
dence I have now gone through. The detail of all that will be 
stated to you in evidence, it may have been unnecessary thus 
to fatigue you, myself, and the Court, for when this evidence 
is laid before you, it will be impossible 19r you to arrive at any 
but one conclusion, that the prisoners at the bar are guilty of 
the crime laid to their charge. One cannot but lament that 
three young men, the''eldest of which is not more than twenty. 
three years of age, should have brought themselves into this 
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situation. But there is alsb pity due to the country, to those 
individuals who have suffered in their persons or their properties 
from the attacks of lawless violence. You ha.ve a most impor
tant duty to perfonn. If after hearing the evidence you have 
any reasonable doubt upon the case, for God's sake, acquit the 
prisoners. But if from the chain of evidence I shall lay before 
you, and by which the finger of providence has pointed out 
these men, and furnished as strong proofs of their guilt, as if 
you had seen them commit the murder with your own bodily 
eyes, you will discharge your duty to God, to your country, 
and to your own conscience, by finding the prisoners guilty, 
and guilt must speedily be followed by punishment against the 
crime of murder. The Almighty himself, at the restitution of 
all things denounced the penalty of death. He who sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be"shed, $Dd who has 
declared that the land can be purged of the guilt of blood only 
by the death of him who shed it." 

The first witness called was JOSEPH ArunTAGE, of Crosland 
Moor, publican, who was examined by Mr. Topping, and 
deposed as follows :-" I keep the Warrener public-house, and 
had known for many years the late Mr. Horsfall, who lived at 
Marsden, and was a merchant-and manufacturer; I saw him on 
Tuesday the 28th of April in the morning, on his way to 
Huddersfield, which market he was in the habit of attending. I 
saw hlJ? in the afternoon about a quarter before six; he stopped. 
at my house and took a glass of rum and water. John Sykes 
and Joseph Sykes, hawkers of cloth, were there and he treated 
each of them with a glass; he stopped about twenty minutes 
and then went away. There is a plantation on the way to 
Marsden, about a quarter ofa mile distant on the Ma.rsden 
road. About half-past six some children came down the road 
and said, "Mr. -Horsfall is shot ;" both the Sykes and myself 
went to the place, and found him sat upon the road thirty yards 
below the plantation nearer my house. Joseph Banister was 
with me, Mr. Horsfall was brought down to my house, and stayed 
there the day but one following." 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hullock: said he looked at the clock, 
and knew it was 8. quarter before six when Mr. Horsfall came, 
he did not alight, CaDnot exactly say how long he continued at 
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his door; the ground to the plantation is rising; Mr. Horsfall 
seldom rode mst. 

HENRY PARR examined by Mr. Holdroyd, said, " I was going 
home from Huddersfield to Marsden on Tuesday, the 28th of 
April; I cannot say what time it was when I left Huddersfield; 
when I came near the Warrener House, I heard the report of fire 
arms, it was a very large crack, and seemed to come out of the 
nearest corner of Mr. Radcliffe's plantation; I saw the smoke, 
and saw four persons in the plantation, from which I was about 
150 yards. I did not know the persons, but they were all 
dressed in dark-coloured clothes; after the report, the horse of 
of a person riding before turned round, and the rider, whom I 
afterwards found to be Mr. Horsfall, fell with his face upon the 
horse's chine; he raised himself up by the mane and called 
out" Murder," and as soon as he called out murder, one of 
the four men got upon the wall with one hand and both feet, 
and I called out to him and said, "What art thou not content 
yet?" I then rode up to Mr. Horsfall at a gallop as hard as I 
could, the men ran out at the back side of the plantation the 
farthest from the road; when I came up to Mr_ Horsfall he was 
sat upright on his horse, and said, "Good man, I am shot." 
There was a mark of blood on the npper part of his breeches; 
he fell sick and was going to fall off, I took hold of his arm and 
came back a foot space; the blood gushed out of his side 
several inches; he said " Good man you are a stranger to me 
and I to you-go to Mr. HorsfaJJ.'s;" he then fell off the horse, 
both his feet wer& fast in the stirrups and I loosed them out; 
two boys both sons of Abraham Willie were gathering dung on 
the road, and I called them and then gallopped down to Mr. 
Horsfall's brother's." 

Cross-examined by Mr. Williams; he has lived in the 
neighbourhood of Huddersfield five years, he does not know 
the young men at the bar, his attention was drawn to the place 
where he heard the report; he saw four men together at the corner 
of the plantation nearest to Huddersfield; the plantation is 
only about thirty yards over. 

Re-examined; before Mr. Horsfall got opposite the plan
tation, the four men were walking about in the plantation; he 
saw them before he heard the crack; when he got up to the 
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plantation one of them stooped under a bough and fired a piece, 
the other three were standing behind him. 

JOSEPH BANISTER, of Holdroyd, clothier, said, "I was 
riding from Huddersfield at nearly half-past six in the evening 
of the 28th of April and another person on the same horse 
with me; saw Henry Parr returning to Huddersfield, we rode 
up and saw Mr. Horsfalllying on the road very bloody and took 
him to the Warrener House." 

RoWLAND HOUGHTON of Huddersfield, Surgeon, said,'" I 
was called in about seven o'clock, and went to the Warrener 
House as soon as possible. I got to the Warrener House 
between eight and nine, and found Mr. Horsfalllying on a bed 
with his clothes off; he was sick, pale, and much exhausted, 
and his pulse could scarcely be felt it was so weak and 
tremulous.-I found two wounds on the upper part of the left 
thigh, about three inches asunder; another on the lower part 
of the belly on the left side; another on the lower part of the 
scrotum, and two more on the right thigh, and a slight bruise, 
not a wound, on the the lower part of the belly; one ball had 
been extracted from the right thigh; and I extracted one musket 
ball from the outside of the right thigh, near the hip joint, 
gave the ball to Mr .. Horsfall's brother, the Rev. Abraham 
Horsfall.-On Wednesday afternoon from four to five O'clock, 
Mr. Horsfall appeared in a more cheerful state, but I had never 
any well·founded hopes of his recovery-I had little hopes, 
as I apprehended the temporal artery was wounded, but his 
continuing so long gave me some hope." 

The REV. ABRAHAM HORSFALL produced one bullet which 
he received from Mr. Houghton, who on being re·called, said, 
he believed that to be the bullet that he gave to Mr. Horsfall. 
Had no doubt but the wound which he described was the cause 
of Mr. Horsfall's death; not the smallest. He was present 
with the magistrate, Mr. Scott, when Mr. Horsfall made some 
declaration on the subject-Witness then conceived him to be 
a dying man.-Mr. William Horsfall said, "What is your 
opinion Doctor?" and he replied, "Indeed Mr. Horsfall, I 
consider you in a very dangerous state." The deceased 
answered, "These are awful times, Doctor." 

Mr. JOHN HORSFALL produced a ball which he saw extracted 
from the thigh of his brother. 
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. Mr. 110ughton, cross-examined by Mr. Brougbam, said, this 
slug was extracted by two Persons; his own assistant, and a 
Surgeon--Mr. Houghton corrected himself, and said, it was 
the femOTal artery, not the temporal that he supposed to be 
injured. 

BENJAMIN W ALXER, the accomplice, a cropper by trade said, 
.. I worked at John Wood's near two years, at Longroyd-Bridge, 
about a quarter of a mile from H)lddersfteld; Melior and Smith 
worked also at Wood's in April last.-Thorpe worked at Mr. 
Fisher's, a shop about two or three hundred yards from Mr. 
Wood's-I was not acquainted with Tho:q>e; I remember the 
report respecting the attack on Mr. Cartwright's mill; it 
happened before the shooting of Mr. Horsfall, and was conversed 
about in the works of Wood; when they conversed about it, 
Thorpe was of the party, and the men killed at Cartwright's were 
talked about by them.-They said it was a hard matter. 
Melior said, the method of breaking the shears must be given 
up, and instead of it, the masters must be shot.-That was 
most that I heard said; they said they had lost two men, and 
and they must kill the masters. I do not remember what day 
Horsfall was shot, but I was that day at Wood's; Smith and 
Melior worked in one room, and I worked in another; I 
remember being with Melior between four and five in the 
afternoon, and there was William Hall and my father and Wm. 
Walker. He asked me if I would go with him to shoot Mr. 
Horsfali? after that he went to his drinking, and was absent 
about half an hour; on my return, I found Melior in the shop, 
and there was my father, Varley and Hall. He gave me a 
loaded pistol, and said I must go with him and shoot 1\11-. 
Horsfall; he told me it was loaded with double ball; and it 
was primed and loa.ded nearly up to the top: he ordered me 
to go to Mr. Radcliffe's plantation; I think both Smith and 
Thorpe were present; Smith and I went together; Melior was 
dressed in a drab coloured jacket when he was in the shop, but 
when he came to the plantation, he wore a bottle gJOOn top coat; 
Thorpe had a dark top coat; Smith and I both wore close
bodied bottle green coats; Smith and I went up the high-way 
past the Warrener-house; Smith had a pistol with him, which 
he told me he had bought of a person of the name of Milis at 
Throw: it was without a cock when he bought it, but 011 the 
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way to the plantation, 1 saw it had got a cock; he told me it 
was loaded. We had been at the :plantation about ten minutaJ 
before Melior and Thorpe came, and they came past Daniel 
Batty's on the foot road; Smith went to MelIor and Thorpe, 
but 1 did not go. 1 told Smith as 1 was going, 1 would not 
do this deed; but SIbith said, let us go forward, and counsel 
them to turn back, it was a pity to go. On Smith's return 
from Mellor and Thorpe, he said they told him if we offered 
to leave them, they would shoot us. 1 saw Melior's pistol in 
the wood after the job had happened; we were about twenty 
yards from Melior and Thorpe when Smith went to them. 1 
had not seen Mellor's pistol the day we went to the plantation, 
but had seen it before; the barrel of it was nearly half a yard 
long: he said he brought it from Russia, and that he had sold 
it to Richard Hartley; Smith and' 1 received orders from Mellor 
aud Thorpe to stand twenty yards from them; MelIor and 
Thorpe stood in the corner of the plantation nearest the War
rener House; Smitih and 1 were ordered to fire if Mellor and 
Thorpe missed him; they were to whistle when Mr. Horsfall 
was coming. One of them, (1 think Mellor,) on the approach 
of Horsfall, said-" He is coming." The plantation is sur· 
rounded by a wall a yard and a quarter high; Smith and 1 got 

. up when we heard he was coming. 1 do not know what Mellor 
and Thorpe did, 1 could not see them for the wood; we heard 
pistols go off, and Smith and 1 fled back into the wood, and 
were joined directly by Mellor and Thorpe; 1 then saw Mellor's 
pistol, and Thorpe gave me his, saying he would Dot carry it 
any further. Menor damned Smith and myself, and said we 
should have shot however it had been. On receiving Thorpe's 
pistol, 1 observed that the cock was gone down, and ille barrel 
was warm. 1 never saw Mr. Horsfall. We all went over the 
fields into Dungeon Wood; 1 saw three or four men coming 
llP, as ibey crossed the road from Huddersfield; we went oir 
as fast as we could run, we're so ".ftaUl over·th' job." 1 threw 
down Thorpe's pistol, and MelIor took it up. Both Smith and 
myself hid our pistols in a mole-hill. On separating, MelIor 
gave me two shillings, because 1 had no money on me_ They 
ordered us to go towards Honley, which is two miles from the 
D11J)geon Wood, and we went thither. MelIor gave me some 
powder in a horn, which hom 1 lUd near the Dungeon Wood 
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after I had hid the pistol. The public-house we went to is at 
the bottom of Honley; we found a collier drinking, nearly 
drunk, and making a deal of game. A man came in from the 
market and said, Mr. Horsfall had got shot; on that, Smith 
struck up a whistling, and the collier danced to it. We left 
the public-house in Honley, between eig:ht and nine o'clock. 
Smith and I had seven or eight pints of ale, and when we got 
home it was nearly ten o'clock at night. We were all four 
thgether on the following day. MelIor sent for me into the shop 
on the following day, by a person of the name of Bowden, about 
nine o'clock in the morning, and I was ordered to be sworn to 
keep ~e counsel. Thorpe produced a bible, and MelIor ordered 
him to take the book, and swear, and told me my father, my 
brother William, and Varley had been sworn. I took hold of 
it, and an oath had been read to me from the bible, but I do 
not know what chapter it was; I do not recollect a word he 
used; Thorpe ordered me to kiss the book, which I did, and 
returned the book to Thorpe. I had no conversation with, them 
about the wall; MelIor's finger was tied up, and he told me he 
had hurt it with firing; Thorpe's face was bloody when he was 
in the Dungeon wood, and he said he had hurt it in the plan
tation. MelIor told me next morning that they had been at Joe 
MelIor's near the bottom of Dungeon Wood." , 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hullock: does not recollect the 
words used when the oath was administered, but does recollect, 
that he has sworn to-day to speak the truth. Witness is twenty
four years of age; he came from Manchester on Saturday, and 
had been in the Castle at Chester ten weeks. Was at Mr, 
Littlewood's, the Adjutant, at Huddersfield. It was about six 
o'clock when the misfortune happened, and he returned from 
his drinking about five; Hall, Varley, his father, and his 
brother, were in the shop when MelIor came in, and the first 
thing MelIor asked him, was, to go with him to shoot Mr. 
Horsfall; and, after taking time while he cut two boards of 
'cloth, to consider of it, he said he would. This was be/me he 
went to his drinking; on his return, MelIor had a pistol for 
him, which was delivered to him in the presence of all the 
persons mentioned above. They all heard the conversation, 
and Thorpe was in the shop at the same time. He ordered 
Smith and me to go off together. This was Huddersfield 
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Market-day, a deal of people passed Ulem on Ule road. U 
was at a distance of twenty yards, ()r more, when Smith left 
him to go to MelIor and Thorpe, but he could not see them, 
they were out of sight, and continued out of sight till the shot 
J,ook place; persons going up the road could see MelIor and 
Thorpe, but they could not see them, because they were higher 
up the wood. .A person coming up the road from the Warrener
House, he thinks, could not see him il.nd Smith, beca.use. they 
were laid down near the wall. The heigM of the wall might 
be about. a yard and a ha.lf; They were never all four together 
in the nook (comer) of the plantation. Melior and Thorpe 
oomplained of their not shooting, because they were not ail ill 
as they were; MelIor told him after, that he would not haw 
minded if he like Smith and witness had not Ilhot. Smith and 
witDess Were at Honley about two hours. lIe firIIt told this 
story to his mother that night when he went home; told both 
his father and mother how they had gone OB. His mother went 
to Mr. Radcliffe about a week before he went to Ohester, which 
is about ten wee~ ago. It will be either eleven or twelve 
weeks on Wednesday since they first went before Mr Radoliffe. 
The witneBll had been taken up before he turned informer. 
MelIor and he were taken together. Had nll'l'er before opened 
his mouth to any pe1'IIOl), except hi. own family l . bis mother 
went to tell Mr. &deIiffe, by his direction; he OGnnot T6t1d. 
Had heard 110 reward of £2,000 was offered, for gins,.g the 
information. ,.Never heard of any reward but from SoW-den, 
who e.id it W&ll in the newspaper. He heard. of this reward 
befe»;e he went to Mr. Radcli1fu. Saw Maria Dransfielti, and 
requested her to go to'desire Mrs. lIartley to go to Mr. Radelift'e, 
and to swear that she was the first to come into the yard to tell 
him, becauile he thoQght she would be 110 safeneils to him, as he 
had told the Justice so, but in truth, he never saw Mrs. Hartley 
at.n on the evening Mr. Horsfall was shot. Had some 
eonversation with a person the evening Mr. Horsfall was shot, 
awl told him he knew nothing of it, but that WIIoS not tl'll9. 
He thought Mrs. Hartley would come up and say, they were 
all at Wood's. 

Re-examined by Mr. Topping-said he had never ridden from 
the Warrener-HoUIiI8 io the plantation. Mellor was at work 
on the night of the mUl'der, and ~mployed in pressing. Before 

c 
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he was taken up, Sowden had read the newspaper, in the works, 
that mentioned the reward. 

WILLLUI H.u.L, a cropper, the next witness called said, "I 
worked at the time of the murder, at John Wood's; I was 
applied to by Melior on that day, between four and five o'clock 
in the afternoon, for the Russian pistol, which I had bought of 
a man on Mirfield Moor, near Thomas Sheard's, the Star Inn; 
the pistol had an iron end, with screws at the side, and a barrel 
about a foot long; I had heard from Melior, that he had brought 
that pistol out of Russia, and sold it to Richard Hartley. 
Melior is the son-in-law of John Wood; I lent him it at the 
Yews, about a quarter of a mile from Wood's shop; it was then 
unloaded--i!aw George Melior load it; he put nearly two pipe
heads full of fine powder into it, and then a ball and some slugs 
which he beat out with a hammer from balls; and put two or 
three in, and then put in a ball at the top, and rammed them 
all down. I asked him if he meant to fire that, as I knew the 
pistol would jump when he fired it. He said he meant to give 
Mr. Horsfall that. He asked me to go with him, but I said 1 
did not like to go ; he had a bottle green top-coat, under which 
he put the pistol. He saw Thorpe that afternoon, with a pistol 
in John Wood's shop, and saw Thorpe· bl'aying some slugs in 
the shop window, to put in his pistol; both Thorpe and MeDor 
said they meant to shoot Horsfall that day. Smith and Walker 
were present, arid when Mallor asked witness to go with them, 
Walker said they would go. The morning following a bible 
was produced in Wood's shop; witness went in, and saw Thorpe 
and Sowden sit at the press-table, and Mellor and some other 
persons were present, but cannot recollect, exactly, who they 
were. The bible was on the press-table; when he went Ut, 8 

paper was on the table, which said, if ever we reT68led any 
thing concerning that thing, we were to be shot by the first 
brother. Sowden gave him the bible into his hand, and he 
kissed it. Melior complained on the Tuesday night, when they 
were going to bed, and said he had hurt his finger by the firing 
of the pistol, and did not know whether it would be right again 
or not. Witness slept with Mellor, and SInith was in the same 
room. They heard of the murder about seven o'clock in the 
shop where Melior works; the information was given by old 
Widow Hartley. Melior told him that he and Thorpe had 
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called at his cousin's, at Dungeon-end, and left the pistols in 
some flocks, and said Joseph Mellor's apprentices were in the 
shop, and he told them they must give them to their master 
when he came home. He said they came through Lockwood 
to Huddersfield, and there parted. Smith came home at ten 
o'olock or after; he said that he and Walker had been at 
Honley, and said they had hidden the pistols in Dungeon Wood 
as they were going through; he said they had some beer at 
Honley. Saw Mellor give Smith a guinea or a pound note on 
the Monday after the murder. It was three weeks before witness 
got his pistol again, and it was then delivered to him by Varley. 
Mellor told him there were some men come from Leeds, that 
wanted arms, and he asked witness if he would let his go, and 
after some hesitation he consented. Mellor asked him, one 
Saturday night after the murder, which was two or~three days 
before he was taken up, and when he was expecting being ap
prehended, Mellor wanted him to have the coat Thorpe wore 
when Horsfall was shot, as he was likest Thorpe, to go before 
Mr. Radclift'e, the Magistrate, when they were called on; he 
was to go in Thorpe's place, and say, he was going with Mellor 
to his cousin's, and it was he u-om whom he wanted work; he 
consented that night, but he bethought himself after that, the 
witness might swear to him instead of Thorpe. He had heard 
Mellor talk of going to America. He went with Smith the 
Sunday morning after Mr. Horsfall was shot, to seek the 
pistol. They hunted all up and down amongst the Ant-hills, 
but did not then find it; Smith shewed him the pistol two or 
three weeks after, and told him he had found it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Williams.-Mellor, said, he had lived 
for a longtime with his father-in-law, Mr. John Wood, who is 
in an extensive line of business. Witness knew what was to be 
done with the pistol when it was bOlTowed. He was Mellor's 
bed-fellow. Knows the last witness was taken before Mr. 
Radclift'e; witness, had been examined on a charge of shear
breaking, but was not examined for Walker. Does not recollect 
meeting either James Harper or Joseph Rushworth, and saying 
to them, he had cleared Walker by showing, that he was not 
at the place when the murder happened. Did not see Ben. 
Walker sworn, he met him coming in as he was going out of 

c 2 
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the place where the oath was administered. When he was 
sworn what was read was not out of the Bible, but from a paper. 

JOSBPH SOWDEN, a cloth-dresser, examined by Mr. 
RichatdBOn-said, "I lived at the Yews, on the 28th of April; 
between half-past four and fiw, I 88W MelIor and Thorpe, oome 
into the New Shop at John Wood's, with each a pistol in his 
hand, ollthe shop·mates were in but one, who was at Hudders
field; there w~ Benjatnin Walker, John Walker, and his son 
William, W. Hall and Varley; I heard George Mellor order 
BeDjamin Walker, to go home and fetch tOp-<loats and a pistol. 
He 'WaRt oot but I was not in when he returned; I do not re
collect seeing Smith that day-did not leam, whether the pistols 
were loaded or not; they were of the horse pistol kind, and 
one of them was a braBS mounted and blaBS gBlIl"d pistol, about 
throo inohes longer than "Smith's. I did not see any of the 
prisoners, till after Horsfall's death. I saw nothing in their 
dress but what was common. I saw Melior, the evening of the 
murder, about half·past seven. I had then heard what had 
happened to Mr. Romal!. The day following, the three pri
soners, alid Benjamin Walker jointly and separately represented 
to me the circumstances of the murder, substantially the same 
as that you have heard to-day. Either next mOI?llng, or the 
morning following, Thorpe came into ihe New Shop, BUd said, 
"Sowden, I want thee, and must haw' thee sworn to keep 
Horsfall's murder, in all its oircumstances, a secret." I objected 
and said, J never took an oath in my life, much mOl'8 an illegal 
oath, and the oonsequenoo would be lleven .years iransportatiOll. 
He said, if I did not, he would shoot me dead; I knew that he 
oouldrealize his thre&t, as he never went without1«.ded pistols 
about him. I snhtuitted-a.nd he administered the oath.: the 
substance Qf which was, to keeptbe murder of Hwsfall secret 
in all its ciromnitanOO8, on pain of death, and being finally pUt 
out of eDstelle6 by the first brother I should meet. ~ that, 
he made use of the same threatening hmgua.ge, and swore by 
his Maker, now thon shall adtniJrililter it io the others, or I'll 
shoot thee dead.,....Ldid \mder the iniinenee uf the SUIle terror, 
administ& it to Thomas Smith, B811jamin Walker, Jolm and 
William Walkk, W. Varley, and JOl!I8ph HaH. MeDor brought 
1JJ.emen into the Shop, ·by tWl'l8 a.nd iAlrees to receive hoath. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bn;ugham-<lDe of the two pistols 
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had a brass end as well as brass mountings. He heard Benja.min 
Walker sent to fetch great coats and a pistol, but witness did not 
know for what purpose they were intended. ; saw none of them 
that night after thA murder but Mellor, and he neter spoke to 
him that night. He heard it the following day, when they 
came to him and told him all the circumstances. He next 
swore' him to keep it a secret. Told them taking the illegal 
oath was punishable with seven years transportation. He re
ceived the oath, but does not call it taJring it, beeanse it was 
not voluntary; he did not kiss the Bible, he only put it to his 
fooe. He read the paper to Walker amongst others. He is 
no' secretary to anyassom..ti.on whatever, nor did he ever make 
a tour to see other SQCieties. 

JOHN W ALXEB, worked in thnhop of Wocad ; his son Williain 
Walker has always lived at home. 

MAD.THA MELLOR, the wife of ..loseph Mellor, a cloth· dresser, 
eousin of George Mellor, une of the priBoners at the bar, said, 
" We live at Dungeon Bottom, about two hundred yards from 
Dungeon Wood. I heard first of the firing at Mr. Horsfall, 
that nightbetwee:n eighiand nine o'cloek; our family consisted 
tIaen of only one cW1d. and four apprentice boys, and a serva.nt 
gm. 0Jm 'of the apprentices, Joseph HoJdham, left our em
ployment, abeat _ 'Week after George Mellor was oommi&d to 
Yom, ,on acoomt of misbehav.iom."l; I II&W Mellor in the after
noon of the ciay of the murder, abo,nt a quarter-past six o'clock; 
thare was a gentleman with him then, whom I have nol; seen 
since. They Cl&Il1e from lbe 'WU'kshop into their house. George 
asked if my husband was in? I told him he was at the market. 
He tkn asked me if we wanted' a man· to work? I told him we 
had no oooasiOD. He asked mew lend him 110 ha.Ddkerehlef, 
and. I hint a black silk one. He asked me if I would allow 
that gentleman to wash himself. He had light coloured stock
ings, lisM colO1l1'ed waisiooat.od lightooloared hreeehes; he 
had not then a great coat on, he had put it off. The, other 
person had a great coat-George asked to bolTOW Q coat, and 
I told him my master's coat was in the shop. They stopped 
about a quarter of an hoor. 

Cross-examined. by Mr. Hulloak---4oes not know where the 
apprentiee is, that 1'&11 away, he .stopt with his father a few days. 
Fixes tile time Ity thelliturD ,'Of her lmsband, which was near 
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seven o'clock. Mellor has always borne a good character since 
she knew him, which is about two years. 

THOMAS DUBIlANoE, apprentice of Joseph Mellor, is about 
17 years old, was with him in April last. Does not know 
George Mellor, but thinks be saw him at his master's h01l!le, 
in the shop, on the night of the murder. There was 80 man 
with him, thinks Thorpe was with him ; they had dark coloured 
coats when they came into the shop, he thinks top-coats., 
GeorgeMellor took offhis top-coat, &Bd had then an under·coat, 
the top-coat he put on the brllllbing-stone. Witness went up 
stairs with George, the other man did not go; when he got'up 
stairs he gave them two pistols, about a foot long, they' both 
put them under the flocks, which are' thElo refuse of the cloth ; 
this was a room where they work, there was not many flocks 
but sufficient to hide the pistols. Did not observe in what state 
the pistols were; did not know whether the pan was up. 
MelIor said he need not say anything about them, but witneBS 
told his master when he came home. Soon after they hid the 
pistols, the persons in the shop started of their work. Kinder, 
Joseph Holdham and Francis Vickerman were his fellow ap
prentices; he shewed the pistols to his fellow apprentices, but 
dicl not observe whether they were discharged or not.-His 
master and he hid them in the bam, and put straw upon them. 
He saw Mellor before J1l!ltice Badcliffe, and saw him afterwards, 
when Mellor told him to mind and speak the truth about what 
he had said and what he had seen. Mellor gave him os. and 
told him to give half to his fellow apprentice Kinder, and not 
to say any thing about the pistols." 

CroBS-examined by Mr. Williams--had never seen Mellor 
before that afternoon, and he was with him only a short time. 

JUD&B.-" What time did you and your master take the 
pistols iDto the bam ? .. 

DUBIlANcB.-" In about two hours after they were put in the 
flocks." 

JUDGE.-" What time did your master return home after 
those people were in your shop?" 

DUBIlANoE.-" In an hour and a half." 
JOHN Knmu, apprentice to Joseph Mellor, upwards of 18 

years of age, says he has not known Mellor a year, did not know 
him right when Mr. Horsfall was shot:; told Durrauce he 
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thOught it was George Mellor, met him coming down from the 
fiock room that evening; he went into the room and Dummce 
shewed him two pistols which he took from under the fi~. 
Does not know whether they were loaded, but thinks he blew 
through one of the touch holes and found it empty, he observed 
that it was not primed. He had half-a-crown from DurrllllOO. 

Mr. JOSEPH MELLOR, cloth-dresBer, cousin to George MelIor, 
remembers the time when Horsfall was shot; witness left Hud
dersfield that evening at six and got home about seven o'clock. 
Durrance shewed him two pistols that night; had not then 
heard that Horsfall was shot, but had seen a bustle among the 
military. Durrance and he went and hid the pistols in the 
laith under some straw. They did this for fear they should be 
found on his premises; one of the pistols had a larger bore 
than the other. He had heard Mellor say he had brought a 
pistol from Russia. One of them was without the ramrod. 
He found on his return home a dark top-coat on the brushing 
stone with two ball cartridges in the pockets, he found also 
another dark green top-coat, next morning; neither of these 
coats belonged to him_ J ames Varley came the Sunday after 
and he told him where the pistols were." 

JUDGE.-" Was there any ooat of your's missing which yen 
had left at home?" 

MELLOR.-" Yes, a light drab top-coat." 
Mr. STAVELY, the gaoler at the Castle, produced a dark bottle 

green coat, whioh he said he took from Mellor soon after he 
came into the castle; and J oseph Mellor being again called and 
asked to look at that coat, said, it was like the coat he fotmd 
on the brushing stone, but he could not swear to it. 

ABIWLUt: WILLIE, a workman to Mr. Radclifi'e, was in the 
building attending his horses that evening in the first close 
beyond the plantation. He did not see any man in the wood, 
but he saw four persons run down the plantation rowards 
Dungeon Wood. They were within fifty yards of him. They 
all wore dark coloured clothes. They were out of llis Bight 
when they got a field oft'. He heard that Mr. Horsfall was shot 
about three or four minutes after, from two of his boys' who 
were gathering dung on the road. 

EDWAtID HARTLEY, was coming from Crosland to Loekwood 
the evening Horsfall was shot; was Dear the spot and hlilard a 
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report of a gun, and he saw soon iUter four men nm ouLof 
Mr. &dcJ.ijfu's field, and jump over a wall in the direction of 
Dungeon Wood, they were all dressed in dark clothes; he saw 
the brass end of a pistol from under the ooa.i of one of them. 
witness made an observation about sooing the pistol to a persoD 
who was with him, which he supposesIllll8thave been heard 
as the man who held it immediately covered it with his top-coat. 

MARy the wife of Robert Robinson, publican, at Honley, 
heard of Mr. Horsfall's murder the day it happened; two young 
men came to their house that evening and had something to 
drink. She remembers a collier was present, and one of the 
young men whistled very much and well, and the collier danced. 
The news of the murder was brought in soon after the young 
men entered, and she thought they looked down when they 
heard of it. They came between seven and eight, and went 
away about nine. Her husband asked them where they.came 
from? and they said. from Longroyd Bridge. 

THE DEFENCE. 

The evidence for the prosecution being gone through Mr. 
Justice Le Blanc said, "This is the time, prisoners, to make 
your defence. Would you, George MelIor, Wm. Thorpe, and 
Thomas Smith, wish to say anything for yourselves?" 

PBISONJ:BS.-" We leave it to our Co11llSel." 

WM. HANSON, the first witness called on behaJf of the 
prisoners, said, that he was at Huddersfield on the 28th of 
April, saw MelIor about a quarter of a mile from Huddersfield. 
going to Longroyd Bridge a.hout a quarter before seven. 

JOHN W OIDlRSLEY, is a olock and watch-maker. saw MelIor 
on \he evening Mr. Horsfall was shot, at a quarter after six ill 
HuddBrsfi.eld, at the eorner of the Cloth-Hall street, had a note 
in his poeket.forhim, he owing him 7s. for business done, went 
with him to Mr.,Tavenor's, the White Hartnear, the Cloth-Hall, 
and stopped in the house about twenty minutes, where he 
drank with the prisoner MelIor, and left him there with one W Jlh 
Battersby. Witness went then to the Brown Cow, another 
public~house, and he had no sooner got in than the newB,al'l'ived 
that Mr. Horsfall was shot, and the ~&n1 were going. 
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Cross-examined by Mr. Park-had just time to go to, the 
Brown Cow after he left the prisoner at Tavenor's, it was about 
twenty minutes to &even o'clock, the prisoner paidbim the7s_ 
and he eould produoo the note, had no particular acquaintance 
with him, but had done work wr his father for many years. 
From Longroyd Bridge to Huddendield is about a quarter of 
I; mile. . 

Be-examined: Crosland-moor is more than twiee 8S far from 
Huddersfield as Longroyd Bridge. 

W... BATTERSBY, the next witness, lived then at Taylor-Hill, 
was at Huddersfield on the 28th of April; and recollects that 
evening by being at Tavenor's, saw George MelIor and Jonathan' 
Womersley, and drank with them; they had two pints of ale, 
and Jonathan Womersley left him in company with George 
MelIor, they were at this inn half-an-hour. At the end of that 
time they heard of Mr. Horsfall being shot for the first time. 
They came out and he parted with Mellor at the door. 

JOHN THOBPE, lives in Castle street, Huddersfield; has 
known Mellor 16 or 17 years, saw MelIor in Huddersfield near 
the George Inn, on the evening Rorsfall was shot, at ten 
minutes before six, witness had a watch which he wanted to sell 
him, and stopped with him two or three mintrles; he asked him 
if he would bny his watch, and produced it, when it appeared 
to be the time he mentioned. 

Cross-emmined by Mr. Topping--does not know what street 
in Huddersfield the George Inn is in; says it wanted just ten 
minutes to six by his watch; MelIor examined the inside, _d 
asked him the prioo of the watch; witness valued it at ;CS 18s. 
but he did not buy it. 

JONATILUI BATTERSBY, a shoenmker, remembers -the evening 
Mr. Horsf'all was shot; he saw Mr. Horsfall that evening in 
his father's ymI; he 'Was on 'horseback, and went in the direc
SiGn homeward; it was between be and eix o'clock; he went 
into his own hoase, IItopped till he got his tea, and then pub on 
lUs coat, and went up street, this was about twenty minntes 
.tl.er he had II88Il Mr. Horsfall ride up. He saw MelIor in the 
New-street, and convened with him a minute or two. It was 
Dot quite six o'oloekwhen he parted with the prisoner at the 
bar, he then went hGDlfl, and heard of the shooting of Mr. 
Rorsfall, aB soon 88 he got home. 

D 
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GBOBGB AmuTAGE, bIaeksmith, living at Loekwood, knows 
where Joseph MelIor lives, his house is between the DungeOb 
and Huddersfield, saw George Mellor come past between five 
and six o'clock, they go to their drinking sometimes at five, 
and sometimes at half-past. That evening he had been detained 
by a job till after five o'clock; had some conversation with the 
prisoner; observed that he was coming from the bar, and 
going towards Huddersfield. He said he was coming from 
Joseph Melior's. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Park-Melior said he had been at 
Joseph Melior's, with a man that wanted work. 

J08EPH AIDnTAGE, saw Mr. Horsfall at his shop door, going 
towards Huddersfield from Lockwood Bar, saw his brother 
talking with George Melior at drinking time, between five and 
six o'clock. 

Cmm.Es lliTCLIPJ'E, cloth-dresser, of Huddersfield was ai 
Mr. Fisher's of Longroyd Bridge, on the afternoon of the day 
of Mr. Horsfal}'s murder, seeking work; was in the raising 
shop at half-past five; knows Thorpe, and saw him raising 
a blue coat piece, in that room; he conversed with him for a 
quarter of an hour, or upwards; left him there, and there was 
a young woman fetching water in a can, out of the raising shop. 
He returned to Huddersfield, where he. arrived twenty minutes 
after six, by the Cloth Hall clock: about half-an-houl' after, he 
heard of Mr. Horsfall being shot at. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Topping-he was in search of work, 
did not see Mr. Fisher; Thorpe was the only man ·he saw, or 
conversed with there. 

FlwiCES MmWOOD, of Longroyd Bridge, keeps her father's 
house, and says, that on the 28th of April, as their usnalprac
tice is, they drank tea about half-past four o'clock. The nen 
day was their washing-day, and they got water from Mr. Fisher's 
shop. About five o'clock, just after tea, she went with a can 
to fetch water from that shop-The first time she went there 
was ~obody in the shop; it requires about ten minutes to go, 
and she returned immediately, and then she saw William 
Thorpe. He asked her if she was fetching water, and she said 
"Yes." Went the third time some other. person was with him. 
She continued fetching water for some time, but desisted on 
hearing of Mr. Horsfall's murder; heard of it between six and 
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seven o'clock, but she does not exactly know what time. Saw 
W. Thorpe every time she went for water except the first. One 
of the times she saw Abraham Pilling, a shoemaker, who was 
briDging her a pair of new shoes. He followed her into the 
raising shop and she left him with Thorpe. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Park-she does not know how long 
it takes to go from Joseph Mellor's to Fisher's, nor does she 
recollect when she was first asked at what hour they drank tea 
on the 28th of April; it was not within these few days. When 
she was asked it was in the presence of Mr. Blackburn, the 
prisoner's aitomey_ A person fetched her to Mr. Blackburn's, 
but that person did not put the question to her; she first told 
them, it was soon after the prisoners came to York, but she 
eannot recollect the exact time • 

.Amwlur Pn.uNG, shoemaker, made the last witness shoes 
and delivered them on the night the murder was committed; 
he took them from Huddersfield, to her father's, and he saw 
her crossing the road with a. can in her hand. He followed her 
to the door which goes into the ra.ising house, found Fanny 
Midwood, and Wm. Thorpe there, she was laiding water out of 
8 cistern with a. can. He waited till she ha.d done. It was a 
quarter to six when he set oft' from home, and his house is a 
mile from Longroyd Bridge. She a.sked the price of the shoes, 
and went and feiched a guinea note belonging to Ingham's bank. 
He stopped in the place, and ha.d some discourse with Thorpe. 
He continued in the place about half-an-hour, when he set out 
for the Marsh, which is nearly another mile on the Lindley roa.d, 
but when ha came out of the ra.ising shop and ha.d just got into 
the lane, he was told that Mr. Horsfall was shot. 

JOHN BoWBB, a boy, about seventeen, apprentice to Mr. 
Wood, of Longroyd Bridge, examined by Mr. Williams-said, 
MeIlor superintends the work for Mr. Wood; recollects the day 
:Mr. Horsfall was shot at; saw Mellor that day in the aftemoon; 
they were pressing. The press was to harden and Mellor a.ssisted 
at the harding of the press; there were Thomas Smith, Benjamin 
Walker, James Varley and John Walker; it was near seven 
o'clock; is quitelltll"e BeDjamin Walker and Smith were present 
at the hardiDg of the pMl8; Smith, the prisoner, was an ap
prentice. WiIliam Hall and he slept in the same room. 

W. HALL says: Widow Hartley brought this news about 
D 2 
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sel'EIIl o:eloek, it was a particularly busy day, and they did not 
go to drinking till six o'clock, aDd BOon after they heard that 
Mr •. Horsfall was shot. 

WUiLlAJI. limIT, of Longroyd Bridge, has lodged. at Mr. 
Wood's some years; remembers Benjamin. Walker, rememberIJ 
the time when Mr. Horsfall was shot, there was noise eno~h 
about that; when he tint heard of it, he said to Benjamin. 
Walker-" Hors:fall is shot 1" -and Walker replied.~" That is 
too good news to be true." 

It was objected by the Connsel for the Crown, that. what 
Walker said was not evidence, and ought not to be: received, 
and in that objection his Lordship concurred. William Hint 
in continuation said, he had been at Huddersfield that day,. and 
left it at about twenty minutes before seven o'clock. . 

Cross-examined by Mr. Topp~he was no relation to any 
of the prisoners; his son is a merchant in Huddersfield, and 
employs Mr. Wood, as well 8S ,many other people. On being 
asked what he meant by saying that there wa& noise emm:gh 
about the murder of Mr. Horsfall? he said all he meant. was, 
that it was a very bad thing, and produced a great outcry. 

JOSEPH RUSHWOBTH, the last witness called, said, he lmId 
at .the b0tt0m of Cowcliff, that he knows William Hall, who 
has been examined here to.day, remembers him being before 
Mr. Radc1iffe OD the 12th of October; Hall was coming to Mr. 
Badelifl'e's when he saw him, but had no conversation with him 
after he had been before the Magistrate. 

SUMMING UP BYTBE' JUDGE. 

'l'he evidence, having been gone through, was sl1ll1ad up 
by Mr. JUSTICE LE BLANo. 

GBNTLEJlEN OF TlIB JURY,-This, which has so long en· 
gaged. your attention, is a charge brought ~t the priSOD.eJlB 
at the bar, GBOBGE MEUOB, WILLIAM THOBPB, au,d TltOllAS 
SMITH, of the wilful murder of William Horafall. It is not 
DeCessary particularly to call your attention to the manner.m 
which the charge is made. The indictment chatges that they . 
or one of them, aud it is perfe.otly imm .. terial which, or "'he
ther one or two of them actually fired. the pistol; or whatever 
piece it was that was fired; but that one or other of them firing 
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a piece at Mr. HorsmIl, iDfiieted the wound which occasioned 
his death, and that the rest were there. It oharges, them all 
as principals'in the murder; and there is no doubt in point of 
law, that if all 01.' any of the prisoners at the bar w_t out with 
& formed design, known to all of them, to waylay William 
Horafall, f~ the purpose that either· all or any of them (as 
_"uld be most convenient) should take an opportunity of firing 
at him and wOlDlding or killing him, and in oonsequenooof 
that a shot was fired by any of them which prodnoed his dea\h, 
it is murder in all of them. There is as little doubt in the 
pteSEmt case, that the person, respecting whose death we are 
enquiring, has boon murdered; because -there is no circum
stance which has appeared in the case, which in point of law 
can make ·thill otherwise than a murder ·of the foalest descrip
tion. No q118lltion therefore will arise on the nature of the 
oa'enee; and the only question you will have to attend to is, 
whether or not the evidence wllleh has been laid befure you, 
and which I will detail to you 88 well as I am able, shall or 
shall not satisfy you that the three prisoners charged with this 
offence, or any of them, are the persons who were so con
cerned in waylaying him, and firing the fatal shot. 

It will .be only necessary just to advert to the time, as men· 
tiobed by the person who proved the fact. It appears that 
Mr. Horsfall bad gcme to Huddersfield on the 28th of April in 
the course of the forenoon, and had attended Huddersfield 
market in the course of his bnsineB8. It appears that he was 
in the habit of going ihere i so that it was perfectly known 
that his COlU'BEl of proceeding W88 to attend the market, and 
to go home again afterwarda to his house at Marsden, at the 
disianee of about six or seven miles from Huddersfield. It 
was in proof, by a person of the name of Armitage, who kept 
a pnblic.hoUlle at Orosland·Moor, called the Warren HoUlle, 
that he had seen Mr. Horsfall go to Huddersneld market in the 
morning; that he seldom missed going OD a marketrdaYi that 
be· had called at his house on his return back, and he says afl 
filr 88 he can fix \he hour-{speaking at this distance of time 
DOt very particularly, and no one can speak parliAlularly as to 
time, unless his attention.w&s called to it)-it was a quarter 
before six in the evening UIM he stopped at,:his door, the Warren 
House, on his way Imck, being then on horseback. He says 
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that he drank a glass of rum and water at the door, and that 
there were two men of the name of Sykes, who were workmen, 
. and had been employed under him, whom he treated with a glass 
of liquor each, and he went away, nevet having got off his 
horse, but having stayed at the door about twenty minutes. So 
that according to his account, it was a few minutes after six 
o'clock when he left the Warren House, to proceed on to his 
house at Marsden. Then, he says, Mr. HorsfaJI rode home
wards. He de90ribes the plantation of Mr. Radcliffe, as being 
by the road-side as he proceeded along. According to the map 
it is on the left-hand-side of the road as Mr. Horsfall was going 
homewards. That plantation, he says, is something better 
than a quarter of a mile from the Warren House. 80 that, 
according to his account of the time--(supposing him to have 
stopped there about a quarter-before six, and to have stayed 
twenty minutes, and to have set out Ave minutes after six)
he would have had to go a quarter of a mile before he came to 
the plantation where this circumstance happened, which would 
bring it to a short time probably after six o'clock. He says, 
that at nearly half-past six o'clock that evening, as nearly as 
he can recollect, some children brought the account to his 
house, that Mr. HorsfaJI had. been shot. That tallies very much 
with the account he had before given of the time Mr. HorsfeJl 
had been at his door, and the period which must have elapsed 
before this unfortunate accident happened. He says, thai he 
and the two men of the name of Sykes, who had been just 
before treated with some liquor by Mr. Horsfall, set out imme
diately, and so soon that they had not finished the liquor Mr. 
Horsfall had ordered for them; that they found him sitting 
by the road-side, about thirty yards below the plantation, and 
rather nearer to his house than the plantation was. It appears 
that a person who had been upon the road at the moment, had 
assisted in keeping him upon his horse for a time. He says, 
Joseph Bannister was at that time· with him; that he found 
Mr. Horsfall bleeding very much ; that they got him down to 
his (the witne99's) house as speedily as ever they could, and 
he died the next day but one. He is particularly asked as to 
the time, and fixes it at that hour as nearly 6S he can recolleet 
it. He says·that many people come into his house, and 'he is 
frequently looking at the clock to see when their horses are to 
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be ready; and that he is sure it was nearly haH'-past six when 
the news came that Horsfall had been shot, because a person 
went to look at the clock at that time. So that, according to 
what he says, it must have been between ten minutes or a. 
quarter after six and half after six, that this act (whoever did 
it) must have been done at the plantation. 

The next witness is a person of the name of Parr, who gives 
this account: He was going home from Huddersfield on the 
same road that Mr. Horsfall was going; he passed this inn, 
where Mr. Horsfall had stopped, and before he got to the plan
tation he heard a very large crack, like the report of a gun or 
a pistol, and it seemed to him to come out of Mr. Radcliffe's 
plantation, out of that nook nearest to the public-house where 
Mr. Horsfall had stopped; that he saw the smoke arising from 
the spot where the gun had been fired, and he saw four persons 
in that corner of the plantation. He says that he was himself 
at the distance of about one hundred and fifty yards from the 
plantation, going along the road, at the time he heard this noise, . 
and saw the smoke, and saw the persons who were in the plan
tation; so that he was in a different situation from the person 
who was just abreast of the plantation in the road. So far 
things would have a different appearance, and persons might be 
visible in a wood or plantation from one point, who might not 
from another. He says that all the four persons he so saw 
in the plantation, had dark-coloured clothes on; that at that 
time there was a person riding along up the road before him 
(that is, going the same way that he was riding); that after the 
report of this gun or pistol, that person's horse turned round as 
quick as possible, and the man immediately fell with his face 
upon the horse's neck; he raised himself up by the mane, and 
called out " Murder! " As soon as he had called out murder, 
there was one of the four men got on the wall with one hand 
and both feet; he called out to this man, and said, ,. What, are 
not you contented yet?" and immediately put his horse into a 
gallop, to ride up to the spot as fast as he could; and the four 
meB ran out at the side of the plantation farthest from the 
road, that is, going the other way; he himself rode up to Mr. 
Horsfall, and perceived that the blood had just flowed on his 
breeches; he was sitting on horseback when he rode up to him; 
he said, "Good man, you are a stranger to me; I am shot;" 
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and he seemed to fall sick, and was going to fall oft' his horae; 
upon which the witness held him upon his horse, and the 
horse went on a foot pace; and while he was holding him 
upon his horse, the blood spouted out upon his side; he then 
desired him to go to Mr. Horsfall, a relation or his near 
that place, and immediately he fell oft" his horse; that he put 
him straight at the side of the road; and that there were two 
boys, sons of Abraham Willey, a witness afterwards called 
before you, who were gathering horse-dung upon the road, and 
that he called them, and left them with this gentleman who 
had been so shot, and galloped towards the other Mr. Horsfall's, 
in order to inform him of what had happened. He describes 
this plantation as being narrow, not more than thirty yards 
over. He is sure he saw four men; that they were all 
strangers to him; he did not know them; he saw them walking 
about in the plantation, before he heard the crack of the gun 
or pistol, before he got up; and he I18YS, that when Mr. 
Horsfal.l seemed to get up abreast of· the plantation, then he 
observed one of the men stoop under the boughs of the trees, 
and then he saw the smoke and heard the firing, and lhat the 
other three seemed to be standing behind. This is the account 
given by this Mr. Parr. 

Mr. Joseph Bannister, a clothier, states, that he was upon 
the road on this same evening, the 28th of April, and he fixes 
it at nearly half-past six, when he met Parr, who had all8isted 
Mr. Horsfall, and had left him in the- care of the two boys, 
galloping upon the road. This tallies with the account which 
Armitage had given, that this happened by a quarter-past six, 
or thereabOuts. He states, that immediately OD being informed 
by Parr of what had happened, he galloped up, and found Mr. 
Horsfall lying by the side of the road, very bloody; and that 
he was removed from thence to the Warren Hoo.se, and he 
remained with him there some time. 

At the Warren House he was visited by Mr. Honghton, a 
surgeon, who tells you that he was informed he was sent for 
about seven o'clock, and that another professional gentleman 
had got to Mr. Horsfall before he reached him, he did not get 
to the Warren House till between eight and nine in the eveniDg, 
when he found Horsfalllying on the bed; that he appeared sick 
and pale, and his pulse was 80 m1l(lb ~xha_d, that' it was 



LUDD RIOTS. 49 

scarcely to be felt; it was a weak tremulous pulse; he exa
mined him, and found two wounds on the upper part of the 
left thigh, three inches asunder; there was another wound, on 
the lower part of the belly, on the left side; two more on the 
right thigh, and a slight bruise on the lower part of the belly. 
'He says, one of the balls had been extracted before he came, 
and he extracted another large ball from the inside of the 
right thigh, near to the hip joint; that he thought very unfavour
ably of him, and particularly as that one ball he describes as 
having entered on the left side, (the plantation being on Mr. 
Horsfall's left hand,) had penetrated from the left side to the 
right side, and had nearly penetrated the femoral artery, and 
that he had no well-founded hope of his recovery from the 
beginning. In fact, this gentleman died the following day, and 
there is no doubt but that this wound, which the surgeon 
points out, which had penetrated from the left side to the 
right, was the cause of his death. And the two bullets were 
produced, one being a pretty large bullet, almost the size of a 
musket ball, and one which appeared to have been cut ~nd' 
flattened. One of these was extracted by Mr. Houghton, and 
another by a gentleman who was there before him: ,they were 
produced by two relations of Mr. Horsfall, with whom they 
were deposited after they were extracted. That is the evi
dence with respect to the cause of the death; and to be sure 
there cannot be a doubt that this person being so shot at, as, 
he was proceeding on the King's highway, it was wilful murder, 
unless it can be shewn. by some circumstances, that it was 
merely accidental. 

Then they call witnesses, for the purpose of shewing who 
these four persons were, that were seen in this plantation by, 
Mr. Parr, who was following at some little distance after Mr. 
Horsfall, and who actually saw the fact committed, hearing the 
crack, seeing the smoke, and seeing the men run away out of 
the back part of the plantation after the deed was committed. 
They call first Benjamin Walker, a person who himself pro
fesses to have been one of these four men; and you are to' 
attend to the account that he gives. I need not state to you 
that a man who is produced, admitting himself to have been 
one of the four men who lay in wait armed for the purpose of 
shooting another, and who had gone out beeause he was asked 
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80 to do, was himself an accomplice in the deed that was done; 
and that therefore he does not stand in the situation of a wit
ness, to whom full and perfect credit must be given. So fll,!" 
his testimony is to be received, . as the account given by himself, 
and the con'oboration given to it by other witnesses that shall 
be produced" may satisfy you that the account he gives is true. 

Benjamin Walker says he himself is It cropper, and that he 
worked as a cropper at the manufactory of Mr. Wood, at Long
royd Bridge, which is between Huddersfield and the place 
where this transaction happened; that he worked there nearly 
two years; that it is a distance of only a quarter of a :mile 
from Huddersfield; that MelIor and Smith worked at this same 
manufactory of Mr. Wood; that since April, Smith left that 
service, where he was an apprentice; that the other prisoner 
Thorpe worked at the manufactory of a Mr. Fisher, in the 
same business of a cropper as he himself worked, and that 
Fisher's manufactory and Wood's are not more than two or 
three hundred yards distant from each other, both very near 
Longroyd Bridge; that he was not ·so well acquainted with 
Thorpe as with the other prisoners. He states (alluding to what 
has been heard perhaps in the county, but is not the subject of 
the present enquiry) that an attack had been made by a very 
mischievous description of people, on some manufactories 01" 

mills belonging to a Mr. Cartwright, some short time before, 
that on that attack on Mr. Cartwright's mills and premises, the 
assailants had met with a proper resistance, and in that resis
tance some of them had beAn wounded and killed; that they 
were talking, in this manufactory of Wood's, about what had 
happened at the attack on Cartwright's, and that they had said 
it was a hard matter that these men, who had attacked the pro
perty of others, had had the misfortune to be killed themselves, 
or wounded in the attack; that upon that occasion George 
MelIor said that there was no method of smashing the 
machinery, but by shooting the masters; that they had lost 
two men in this attack on C&rtwright's. He further states, 
that the day Mr. Horsfall was shot, he was at work at Wood's; 
that George MelIor and Smith worked together in one room, 
and he (Benjamin Walker) worked in another; and that on 
that day, between four and five in the afternoon, George MelIor, 
the prisoner, came to him into the shop where he was at work, 
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and he describes William Hall, and his father (John Walker) 
and his brother (Williain Walker) as being in the. shop at the 
time. He says that Mellor asked him to go with him to shoot 
Mr. Horsfall; that he did not consent at the time, and Mellor 
went away, and he himself went away to his drinking. This 
was between four and five o'clock. He was absent about half.
an-hour, and came back. When he came back, he found 
George Mellor in the shop; one VarIey was there, and Hall, 
and his father; and then Mellor came again, and gave him a 
pistol into his hand loaded, and said he must go with him to 
shoot Mr. Horsfall, and told him it was loaded with double 
ball. He lifted up the pan to see whether it was primed, and 
found that it was loaded nearly to the top, and primed. To 
be sure, gentlemen, it is an extraordinary thing to those who 
have not been in the habit of hearing such occurrences, that 
any men in this world should hold such converse so openly 
together; but this is the account" given. Upon which this man 
(Walker) says, he said he would go with Mellor, and an order 
was given to go to Mr. Radcli1l'e's plantation, and he thinks 
that both the prisoners Smith and Thorpe were present; and 
Mellor directed Smith to go with this witness to the plantation. 
He says, that at the time the prisoner MelIor came into the 
shop to him, Mellor had on a drab jacket, but afterwards when 
he joined him 'in the plantation (for he did not see him till he 
joined him in the plantation, he and Smith being ordered to 
go to the plantation and wait there for him) MelIor had on a 
bottle,green top coat (and it becomes matenal, in considering 
the circumstances given in evidence in confinnation, to attend 
to the dress of the prisoner); and that the other prisoner 
Thorpe had on a dark-coloured top coat. He says that Smith 
and himself, who had been ordered to go first up to the plan
tation, had each a dark green coat on, but no top coats. He 
says Smith and he got up to the plantation first, and that they 
went there by the high road most part of the way, but part of 
the way they went through the fields, and then they got into 
the plantation; that the prisoner Smith had a pistol with him; 
Smith told him it was a pistol which he (Smith) had bought of 
one Mills, and that it was without a cock when he bought it, 
but that he had since put a cock to it; that when he saw it, it 
was loaded, itS Smith told him. This man himself had It pistol, 
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which Mellor had put into his hand, and put into his hand, as 
he says, ready loaded. He says, that when Melior and Thorpe 
got to the plantation, he and Smith had been there about ten 
minutes. Mellor and Thorpe came over thQ. fields, he thinks 
not the same way that he and Smith had gone. He says, that 
he had had some conversation with Smith, as he went along, 
in which he expressed to Smith that he did not quite like the 
business they were going on, and that he was not for going any 
further. However, Smith said, "Let us go forward, and 
then let us counsel the others to go back again; it is a pity to 
go." However, he says that Smith afterwards went np to the 
other two, when they were in the plantation, that is, to George 
Mellor and Thorpe, but that he (Benjamin Walker) did not go 
up with Smith, that they were at the distance of twenty yards, 
and when Smith came back, he told him that Mellor had said, 
that if they offered to leave him, he would shoot them dead. 
He fixes the distance, at which he says Mellor and Thorpe were 
from, him in the plantation at that time, at about twenty yards. 
He says he himself could not see them at that time when they 
were in the plantation, but he himself was at the distance of 
only twenty yards from the wall which separated the plantation 
from the road; that both Mellor and Thorpe were out of his 
sight, while they were in the plantation waiting for Mr. 
Horsfall's coming up; that he got sight of them again after 
.the piece had been discharged. Their seeing one another, or 
not, must depend very much on the situation of the plantation, 
or the wood being more or less thick in the particular line in 
which they were viewed; they might not see each other, and 
yet they might be visible to person,s looking from another point, 
as Parr describes himself to have seen them. I think there is 
no contradiction in that respect. He says that he himself did 
not see either Mellor or Thorpe, but he had seen Mellor have 
a pistol before that time, and that he saw it in the wood after 
this job (as he calls it) was done; that Melior's pistol was a 
large horse pistol, the barrel of it nearly half a yard long; 
and the account Melior had given of it was, that it was a pistol 
that he had brought with him from Russia, where he had been, 
and that he had sold it to a man of the name of Hartley. 
Then Walker says, that when they first got to the plantation, 
by the road side near to the Warren House, and that he and 



LUDD BlOTS. 58 

Smith were ordered to fire, if Melior and Thorpe missed Mr. 
Horsfall. The consequence of that W8S, that they remained, 
88 he says, twenty yards off, Melior and Thorpe being close to 
the wall at the tamer. It W8S intimated before, that one of 
the other two was to give a whistle, to intimate when Mr. 
Horsfall W8S coming; that no whistle was given, but one of 
the people, and he thinks Melior, laid Mr.lIorsfall W8S coming; 
that the wall whioh separated the plantation from the road was 
about a yard and a quarter high; that he and 'Smith got up 
when they heard Mr. Horsfall was coming. From that account, 
I should suppose they had been on the ground before, but that 
the wood was so thick he could not see what Melior and Thorpe 
did, whether they lay down, or stood. But he heard the 
pistol go off, and then, he says, immediately upon the pistol 
going off, he and Smith fled a bit backwards, and directly after 
they were joined by Melior and Thorpe. At that time Thorpe 
'put his pistol into the witness, Benjamin Walker's hand, 
saying, he would not~o with it any further, and at that time 
he saw Melior's pistol in his hand; that Melior, on coming up 
to them, swore at them, and damned them for not shooting. 
He said that he had shot, and that they ought to have shot, 
however it had .been, whether the others missed, or not; but, 
however, th~y did not slioot. He says, he himself did not see 
Mr. Horsfall, for that he was in a thioker part of the planta
tion. This is the account he gives of what took place in the 
plantation, making the number of four persons agree with the 
account of four persons whom Parr had seen in the plantation 
as he rode up, just before the piece was fired and the report 
heard, which he gave an account of, and all in dark-coloured 
clothes, which, accoding to this man's account, they all had on. 
And then his account is, that after this had happened, they all 
four went straight forward ont of the plantation, over several 
fields, to a wood .called Dungeon Wood, and to get to which 
they crossed axoad which goes.between the fields at the back 
of the plantation and Dungeon Wood, a road from Huddersfield 
to Crosland; that they crossed that road, and when they 
crossed that road to Dungeon Wood, they were going as fast 
8.Il they well could; that they all got into Dungeon Wood 
together; that he threw Thorpe's pistol down before he got 
into the wood, in crossing the closes, and that upon that MelIor 
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took it Up; that what 'became of it afterwards he himself, 
Walker, did not know; that when they got into Dungeon 
Wood, Smith and he hid their pistols in some ant-hills in the 
wood; and that in Dungeon Wood these four )!lel'Sons separated, 
George Mellor and Thorpe ordering the other two to go towards 
Honley, being a ditl'erent way from that which 'they themselves 
were going; that upon that G~otge ~ellor gave them two shil
lings, because they said they had no money to bllY any bOOl"; 
and accordingly they (the witness and Smith) separated, and 
saw n9 more of George Mellor and Thorpe at that time, bu.t 
proceeded on to Honley, which is about two miles from this 
Dungeon Wood; that he had a powder-horn from Mellor before 
he went, which, he says, he hid at the bottom of Dungeon 
Wood. Nothing particular turns upon that, for it was not 
found afterwards. Then he gives an aceount where he and 
Smith went to at Honley; that they went into a public-house, 
he does not know the name of it, it is at the bottom of Honley, 
on the left-hand side; and he says there was a collier drinking 
there, who appeared to be pretty fresh in drinking; and that 
some men came into the public-house from Huddersfield market, 
and brought an account that Mr. Horsfall had been shot; and 
upon that being said, Smith, the prisvner, who Whistles partic
ularly weli fell a whistling; and that this collier, who was in 
liquor, was pleased with the tune he'was whistling, and got up, 
and attempted to dance. That is mentioned -8.'I!I a circUinstanoo, 
because you will find it tonfii1ned by other persons not con
nected with the transaction, who remember what passed at the 
time from that eircumstance. He says they ,drank as much as 
seven or eight pints of ale at this public-hoose, and left it be
tween eight and nine o'clock, and it was neal'ten o'clock before 
they got home to their own house. That was the conclusion, 
8OOOrdingto his account, of what passed that night. The next 
morning, he says, the prisoner Thorpe came into the shop at 
Mr. Wood's, where George Menor worked, and then George 
Mellor, sent a workman, of the name of Bowllen, to fetch this 
witness, Benjamin Walker, into the shop where Mellor worked. 
He says he went in, and he there found George Melior, and 
Thorpe and' Smith; and that then they ordered him to be 
sworn, in order to keep the counsel, to keep it secret; and he 
RlIYs, upon that occasion the prisoner Thorpe produced 1\ book, 
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which he said was a Bible, and that Melior said he (Benjamia 
Walker) must be sworn; and that Vadey, and Benja.min 
Walker's father, and a brother of his, Willia.m Walker, Sowden 
and Hall, had been sworn; that he took hold of the book, and 
Thorpe read the oath to him, while they held the book but he 
does not know what it was that he read; and after it had been 
read, T1wrpe ordered him to kiss the book, which, he says, he 
did. Then he gives this further a.ceount; that Mellor told him 
that he had hurt his. finger with the firing, and that the next. 
mornmg, when he saw him, his finger was tied up; that when 
they were m Dungeon Wood, after the deed had been done, 
the other prisoner's Thorpe's face was bloody, and the account 
he ,gave of it was, that he had scratched it or hurt it in the 
plantation. And he further says, that the next. day George 
MeDor told him that he and Thorpe had been at Joseph 
Mellor's, at the back of Dungeon Wood, after they had parted 
the day before. 

He is then cross-examined on the part of the prisoners, and 
is asked, where he had been for some time past; and he says, 
That he now comes immediately from the Castle here; that he 
was brought to York a few days ago, that he had been at 
Manchester, and from thence at Chester ten or eleven weeks, 
when he was brought here. He had been probably apprehen
ded, or charged with blling co~erned in this foul transaction, 
and in consequence of that he was committed to safe custody, 
that he might be forthcoming, to have his testimony submitted: 
to a Jury, when this matter should be enqu.ired into. He says 
he supposes it to have been about six o'clock when this affair 
happened; that a man of the name of Va.rley, Willia.m Hall, 
and his father, and brother William, were all present whllIl. 
the pistol was delivered to him, and he expects that they DW 
it and heard the conversation; that Smith was in the other 
shop; that before firing in the plantation, they were never 
nearer than twent.y yards to George Mellor or Thorpe, and 
that he was never in the nook or corner of the plantation; that. 
he and Smith were behind, at nearly twenty yards' distance. 
He is then asked when he tirst made this discovery: He says 
he first told this to his mother and to his father, the same 
night, after he came home, and that his father had heard what 
they were about before; that his mother went to Mr. Bad-
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clitfe's about eleven or twelve weeks ago, in order to' give· 
this account, and to get her son examined, (as a ,witness, 
I suppose;) that Thorpe and Mellor had been taken up before 
she went to Mr. Radcliffe's; he says they were not all taken: 
up together; that MelIor and he were taken together ; that 
a rew&l'd had been offered for the apprehension of the mur
derers; that he heard from S6wden, it was £2000. He 
is then asked, whether he had sent any 'message to a woman ' 
of the name of Hartley; and he says, that while he was in ; 
custody, he sent a person of the name of Mary Dransfield to' 
l'equest Mrs. Hartley to go before the Magistrate, to prove 
that he (Walker) had been at some other place at the time this 
murder was committed. He says that he told Mary Drans
field that he had told Mr. Radcliffe that Mrs. Hartley was 
the first to come into the yard to tell of Mr. Horsfall having 
been shot, and that he thought she would be a safeness to him 
by shewing he was in the yard at the time, which he was not; 
that he told a man of the name of Firth, that he knew nothing 
of the murder; that he was examined before Mr. Radcliffe, 
when he was first taken; that he had William Hall for a wit
ness for him, and had sent to Mrs. Hartley to tell her that he 
had told Mr. Radcliffe that she was the first that came to tell 
Mrs. Wood, thinking she might say something to his advan- . 
tage; and he says the reason was, that George MelIor had' 
told him that Mrs. Hartley had been the person that had in- ' 
formed the people at the works, of Mr. HorsfaH having been 
shot. This is the account which is given by this witness, who' 
certainly, by that account, makes himself out to be one of the 
persons, who (if his account is true, and he had been standing 
at the bar) must have shared the fate, which the others will, 
acoordingly as your verdict passes for or against them. 
Therefore, you will examine the different partg of the account 
he has given, and see how far there are different circumstances 
praved by other Witnesses, which induce you to doubt the 
truth of what he has said, or to believe that the account he has' 
given is 'true. 

The· nen witness) called, is It man of the name of" W'illiam 
Hall. He does not stand here in the situation of an aceotnplice 
in this felony; but he does not stimd freeofbla'me, any more than' 
several -others who worked in this manUfactory of Mt. Wood-'s; 
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besnse language, dangerous in hlle highest degree, appears, 
aeoording to their a.cooont, to have been· aBed a.mong them, 
without much fear of expomre-, as to liberties intended to be 
iaken with the lives and the property of others. But he does 
not appear to be a partaker in this particular transaction. The 
account he giTes you is, that he was a cropper, employed at 
J9hnWood's; that he remembers the day on which Mr. Hono 
fall was shot; that on that day George Melior applied to him 
for a Russian pistol, .bout four or five in the afternoon; Ulat 
was a pistol which George Mellor had brought from Russia.; 
that he, William Hall, had bought it- of a man at the top of 
Mirfield Moor, 80 that it belonged to William Hall; Mellor 
had sold it to one Richard Hartley, who sold it to somebody 
else, who sold it to Hall; and then he gives a description of 
it, that it had a brass hoop, and that the barrel of it was about 
a .foot long; that he accordingly lent Mellor that very pistol 
that day. This. he says, was about four or five o'clock in the 
afternoon of this l&IDeday; and that is the ,same on which 
BeDjamin Walker tells you applicaUOIl was made to him 
for the first time, that he would be a party to go out 
with them to shoot Mr. Horsfall. He then relates, Ulat 
George :Kellor went home with him (WiUiam Hall) to a place 
ealled the Yews. which is' just by their manufactory, and there 
he took the pistol, and put it under hi. coat; that the pistol, 
when he gave it to him, was unloaded; that he saw Mellor load 
it at his (William Hall's) house; and that he put near two pipe
heads full of fine powder into it, and then put one ball into it. 
and at'terwalds some sIngs that he 1Jaited Olilt from other balls 
by hammers, and put them with the one bullet he had first put 
in; and he put in another ball at top, and he rammed them 
all down; that· seeing him do that, he asked :Mellor whether 
he meant to fire it, for he thought that the pistol would jump 
back if he did; he said, "Yes, he meant to fire it, and 
meant to give Kr. Horsmll that;" aDd that George Mellor 
let off directly. This is the acconut this man gives. He 
does Id stand, I thiak, clear of blame, by ay IDe8DS. Being 
applied to by MeDar, 10 lend a piatol, he lends that pisiol; he 
1868 him load it m the way he deseribes; and if he believed the 
man siaceIe~ &Dd auilered him to go out of his p!e&enCe without 
piag ~.a.laam, he C8Iqlot stand ea an iImooent man. &w. 

F 
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ever, this. is the acoo.unt he gives upon his o.atb..He,~y8, 
George MelIo.r had befo.re asked him (William Rallp.o. be of 
the party, and to go. (lut along with him, and he said he did not 
like to go.; that MelIo.r put the pisto.l into. his pocket, and went 
away. Then he gives the same account, as to· the drBisof 
George Melio.r, as Walker had do.ne; that Geo.rge MelIo.r had 
at that time a bottle-green to.p-coat o.n, and an under-coat; that. 
he had seen Tho.rpe that same afternoon in Jo.hn Wood's. shop, 
and that he was possessed of a pistol of nearly the same size 
with MelIor, and that when he saw him in the shop, he Wall 

braying some slugs at the window (which I understand to be 
hammering them out); that Benjamin Walker and Smith were 
in the shop at the time; and that when Melior ask~ him (Hall) 
to go, and he refused, one of them said, he would go_ He then 
gives an account of. what passed the next day in the shop .o.f 
John Wood, the father-in-law of MelIor; that MelIorproduoed 
a Bible, and that he (William Hall) was called into the shop ; 
that Thorpe was sitting there, and a man of the name of Sow. 
den, and o.ne or two. other men whose names he cannot reeol~ 
loot; that a paper was read over to them: he says he does not 
recollect the whole o.f what the paper contained, it was some
thing about " if ever we revealed any thing concerning th~ 
business, we should be shot by the first brother;" that the,Bibla 
had been put into his hand before and after it W/loB read over ; 
he (William Hall) kissed the Bible. He further says, that he 
slept in the' J!QID.e room with MelIor OD the night Mr. Horsfall 
was shot; that when they were going to bed, Melior said he 
had hurt (lne of his fingers by :firing oft' the pistol, and he did 
not know whether it. would be right again or not. You have 
heard the account which this man before gave of the manner in 
which the pistol was loaded. He goes on.to relate, that he 
heard that same evening, about seven o'clock, that Mr. Horsfall 
had been shot; that he heard it in Wood'sshop, where. MelIor 
'Works, and the wo.man who. brought the account in was Dame 
Hartley; that that same. night, as they were going to bed, Mello.r 
told him·:that he and Thorpe had called at his (Mellor's) COQ

sin's, .Joseph Melio.r, at Dungeon Botmm, and that they had 
left thera the pistols in some flocks. This certainly is a very 
material fact, when you come to consider the evidence given OD 

that part of the transaction, and compare it. . He rep11ll6Dta 
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Mell()r to ~ve added, that ihere were two apprentices of 
Joseph Menor's there, whom he had told to give the pistOls to 
their master when he came home, and that he and Thorpe had 
gone through Lockwood to Huddersfield. . That I take to be 
the straight way from Dungeon Bottom, where they parted, to 
Huddersfield. The other two men had gone, aeeording to the 
account of BenJamin Walker, to Honley. Hall says, that 
Smith, who went the other way with Walker, came home that 
night, and he likewise slept in the same room with the witness; 
Smith said they-had been at Honley, and that they had hid 
iheir pistols in Dungeon Wood as they were going through; 
(BeIUamin Walker, you may remember, says they hid them in 
some ant-hills), and that they had some beer at Honley; that 
the Sunday after this he saw the prisoner Menor give Smith 
a guinea or a pound note; and that it was as much as three 
weeks after this, before he (Hall) got back the pistol which he 
had lent to George Menor, and which, acco~ to their 
account, had been left at the cousin Joseph MelIor's house, at 
Dungeon Wood. He says after that George Menor asked him, 
one Sunday, to lend his pistol to go to Leeds, saying that there 
were some people come from Leeds, that wanted some arms ; 
IIDd aeoordingly he let it go. He gives this further account, that 
OD the Saturday night, two or three days before Mellor was 
taken up, and when he was expecting to be taken up,· he 
asked this witness if he would have that coat that Thorpe 
had on, to go before Mr. Radclift'e, the magistrate, as he (Hall) 
was the most like Thorpe; that he asked him to put on 
Thorpe's coat that somebody might mis~e him for Tb<U'pe; 
that he was.to go to the justice's with that coat on, when he was 
called on,. and say he was the person who had gone with George 
MeDor to his cousin Joseph Mellor's, and had asked for employ 
in his work: but he would not do that. On the Sunday after 
}[r. HorsfaJJ. had been shot at, Smith asked him to go with 
him. to; seek the pistols that were hid in the ant-hills; they 
went to Dungeon Wood, and hunted for them among the ant
hills, but did not find them that morning, and they were never 
found. Two or three weeks after, Smith shewed him a pistol, 
and told him soJllebody had been with him, and found that of 
bis He is particularly asked, whether, whenBe:ojamin WBlker 
was iakeB up .cor this o1fenC8, he had senHor him (William 

F 2 
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Hall) to be iUs wmtess. He says he was BeBt for; ·brit wasnoi 
examined on behalf.of Walker, bul was eumined'relatiTe to 
lOBle oU1er aubjooi of she&T-bnaking, that has IlOthing to do 
with this bnsmess. That is the -evidence of William Hall; 
whose testimony, though he is not aD. accomplice, yoU will 
aonsider very atteniiTely, as he is certainly very mneh flainted. 

The next witness is Joseph Sowden, who says he is a «op
per iD Wood's shop; tAat he saw all the three prisoners the 
day Mr_ Horsfall was shot; that at about half-p~ four, m 
between that. and five, he saw Thorpe anQ MelIor enter, the 
shop, while he was getting some refreshment, with each a 
pistol in ,his hand; that was the shop' where he ana Ben_ 
Walker worked; Mellor worked in another shop. He says 
Ben. Wal.br, WiUiamHall, John Walker, and his SOD William, 
and a. man of the name of Varley, were there. He says he 
heard George Mellor, the prisoner, order Benjamin Walker to 
go home, and to fetch lop·coats and a pistol; that Benjamin 
Walker aeeordingly went.out, but he was not there when he 
returned, u that, dKy he was working in what they MU the 
raising shop; that he did not Bee Smith that day at all. He 
8ays tba.t one pistol,whicll they eame in with, was Smith'. 
that the other was brass-JIlOUDted, with a brass gaard, and was 
three inches longer in the barrel than the other pistol; that 
he saw no more of any of the prisoners till he heard ()f Mr. 
Horsfall'. cIeaa1; tbat what he heard pais was in Weod's 
lUtohen, after ha had goi home; he bad before that heaM of 
wlaat had happened to Kr. HOl'I6U.' The next morning, he 
says; the fiuoee prisoners and Walker, both joiuUy and Be'ftIl'Iilly, 
nIaOOd to him the parliculars of their laying in wait for 
Hr. Horafall. He did. Dot repeat the partieul8Z's, but he ..
iIat they all of, tlaea.had Mlated what bad bappeJaed, and thai 
ihe nen morning, or the momiDg after, Thorpe called him olli 
of the shop, and he followed Thorpe into the'~slHlho}l; lW 
Tborpe said to him, "SowdeD, I Dl1IBt have yoo 8W'91'1l to. keep 
the murder of Horsfall a lI8Ol'et in all its eircmnstaneeIJ." 
80wden states, that he said he DeTer took an (18th, either legal 
or illegal, in his life; that he Be\l8r had had oeaasion to be es
amined beiore a magistrate, and he did not ehooBe to take any 
oaih; upon which, Georse MeI.lor swore that he shotald take 
it, or be would shoot. him dead; that, through fear rAbil life, 
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lmowing'that he had it fuhis power to teaii«ehis tbmaIIllj Qd 
ha~ teason to believe tbat he never went wi&bout loaded· 
pistOls; he 8l1bmitted, and received the oath, which was ad!; 
ministered in, the 'pre8IJ room;' that '.fh6rpe produeedthe 'oatlt 
()Ut of his' poek~t; and that the' IIttbetanoe of it was,' to keep 
the murder of Mr. Horsfalla secret in all its circUmstances; 
undei' pain of being followed by the most unceasing vengeance, 
and finaUy put out of existence by the first brother he shon1cl 
meet; that there was a Bible at the time produced; . that they 
afterwards, by the same threats, forced him (Sowden) to De 
the person to administer that oath to all who lmew of the 
mwer· of Mr. Hmosfall, and that he aecordingly a.dt.ninist.ered 
it,to Benjamin Wa.lkier, John and William Walker, James 
VarleYl William.Hall, and Smith, who were all the persons 
tluW appear not only eoncemed in it,but aware of. the com
mtmUmtions which had been made from one to the other . 
. ··He flays, upon cross-examination, that when MeikJr eame in, 
heardered BenjamiD. Walker to go home and' fetch great coats 
and pistols; &Bd that he . did not himselflmow at that time 
what they were· going about. . 

They then produced on the part of the p1'08ooutioo, John
Wlillter, the father of Belijamm Walker, who had -been referred 
to as 8. pemon who wa& in the shop,. and heard· what W&IJ 

pusing, &Bd MI haviDg been SWorD. They oa.Ued him· up to 
ask whether be was :there at the time; in this· shop; and iD 
order that the other side might hlllVe an 4pp6rt1Ulity of putting 
what questions·ti1ey .pleased to him. However, no q\1eStions 
were put to him. This is the evidence u to wMt took place 
on the· day. on whiehMr. Horsfall was_at, on t1iIe night when 
they M1mled home, and the next day, when; aoeordiDg to the 
MOOWlt given by these wWlesse8; all those persons who'knew 
.y ~ of the traDiaef;i$l; ..re bound' by thiaabominab1e 
eat.h (if It was~ed) to keep thi. matter aecnt. . . 

They then proceed iotbe other 'points of the cue opened 
011 the pari ()f ille prosecution, as eironmstaacea to affect ~e 
iiiferent prisoners in illeparts they took: in the tranBaeti~ 
after the murder of Mr. Horsfall had been cbmmitted. Auc1 
they tlrst call MutJta MelIor, who. sayw <that bel' husband, 
leeeph KeIlol, is the oousin of the' prisoner Geo~ Melior; 
that she and her husband live at Dungeon, about two huua-el 
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yaMs &om Dungeon Wood; awUhaUo OOBle from Mr. Bad
olif'e's- plantation to their hollge, the nearest way is ~ eome 
through Dungeon Wood. She says that she heard of Mr. Hors
fallha..mg been firecJ.a', beiween eighl and nine o'clock in the 
eyening on which it happened, by the report of some pEIl'IODtI 
that came in. She states that her family eonsistedof her hUll
band, herself, one child, four apprentice boys, and a serva.ntgirl. 
She speaks of one of the apprentices having misbehaved, and 
ran away; . and two of the apprentices being here. She ·says, 
tbat her husband is a cloth-dresser; that on the same- evening 
on which she heard afterwards thal Mr. Horsfall had been 
shot, she saw the prisoner at the bar, George Mallor, about. 
quarter after six, when he came to her house with another 
person whom she did not know; ,that· they came first into the 
workshop, and then from the workshop . inta the house '; 
that George Mellor asked her if her husband was within; she 
said that he was gone to market; he then asked if they wanted 
a man to work; upon which she said, "No, there wu no ,oe-
casion." They bad no work,.I suppose, in which they wanied 
to employ him. He then asked her to lend· him a handker
chief; it does not appear for what purpose; and she lent him 
a black silk handkerchief; and then George Mellor asked her 
to allow the gat1eman who· was with him to· wash himself, 
sad she accordingly allowed him to wash himself; and abet 
describes George MeDor 88 having -on a dark-eolonred ~ 
but no. top-coat on at. that time, that is, -when -he came inte 
the house, he having -been in, the shop. She says, the gen
tleman who was willa him had a dark-CQlo~ top-coat on. 
They stopped there about a quarter of, an hour. George 
1rlellor . asked her·to lend him a coat; she told him her hus-
1Iand's upper.coat was in the shop;- and aooordingly both these 
mea went through the~, the same way they had,oorneinto 
the house; and they said, if they did .not mee.t _ her husbaod,. 
they might probably call again. about, .ten o'clock that night. 
She .says, she thinks it was. a quarf;er,past six o'clock whea 
they came, for she guessed they had been gone about half an 
hour before her husband came home; IIoDd she tI:ainks he came 
home about seven o'clock. . She is asked, whether the prisoner, 
George MeUor,. has bome a geoi character, a.nd 'She says 
he has. 
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TIten the whole of this· traBsaction is closed hytha oodount 
of the apprentices. They had seen these persons come in, tor 
they . came into the shop first. Dnrrance, one of these ap~ 
prmiliees, who is shou' seventeen years old, says,' hesa'w 
George Mellor at his master's house at Dungeon Bottom this 
!light, when Mr. Horsfall was shot; that· he was in the' shop 
when George MelIor came in, and a man with him, who, he 
thinks, was like Thorpe ; that at that time they had dark
coloured top-eoats on, but Georpe Mellor took off his top-coat, 
and put it on a brushing-stone, and he then had a green coat 
OD ; that he asked the apprentice ·to go up stairs with him, and 
he want up with him; the other man stayed below; that 
when they got up stairs, George MelIor gave the apprentice 
two pistols; that they might be two feet long; tbat they' put 
these two pistols under some docks to conceal them;' that he 
himself did not take particular notice of them to know whe
ther they were loaded or not, and that George MelIor told him 
he had no occasion to say anything about them; but he says 
that when his master came home, he (very properly) told his 
master who had been there, and what they had left there; that 
he and his fellow-apprentice stopped at work, and George Mel
Ior went down; that he showed the pistols to his fel1ow-appren
~ces, Kinder and Oldham, and that Kindertold· him at the time 
.tilat it was George MelIor, he"himself not knowing him. Now, 
he says, he thinks that the first. prisoner, is the man. He says, 
when his: master came home, he told him his brother had been 

. there, and what he had left there; that he shewed his master, 
Joseph Mellor, the pistols, and that his master, Joseph MelIor, 
aild the apprentice, took them from under the docks, and ear
ried them into .the laith, and hid them under som~'8traw in 
the laith. He ·says he has himself been before Mr. Radcllif'e 
the magistrate; and that after he had been before Mr. Bad .. 
clifi'e; George MelIor gave him (this apprentice) five shillings. 
and .bade him give the other apprentice, KInder, half of it, to 
Speak the truth of what. they had seen; but he told him to 
keep the pistols a secret, that is, to speak. the truth, but not, 
the whole truth. . . 

On his cross-examination, he says, they stayed but a short 
time; that the time when his master came home was an holU', 
or an hour and a half, after tb«le men had been at the house. 



UJDD BIOU. 

Then the etaer apprentiCe,loJmKDrder,· whe .II&W: JEellor 
eome'in, and told his fel1ow-appraatiee who he WM, is oal1ei. 
He says that he remembers the night when Mr. Horsfall w. 
mot; that he saw George .1101' come in, &Dd Dunance asked 
him who that was that came, and he told him he tho1J8ht it 
was George MelIor; that· he himself was in the fetId; . that he 
metMellor coming down again after he had been in th& shop; 
that . D11lT&IlC6 sbewed him the two pistols Melior had left 
there; that they took. them from under the 1loeks, .and he 
thinks they were not loaded, and that for a very good reason, 
because he opened the paiD and blew tkrotJgh tile iouoh-ho.; 
and he con1l.rms the 8000IlDt of having received from Duranoe 
half-a-crown, which, Duri'ance says,George Mellor had gi:V8D 
him to speak 1lhetruth of what they had seeD, but not to·1BJ 
&Jlything about the pistols. 

Joseph Melior, the cousin; who was not at home·when they 
came, is the nen witne8B. He says he was ai market on this 
afternoon, that he got home, as nearly as· he can gu.eM, abollt 
seven in the evening; that Durrance, the appren.tice, wheD he 
came home; shewed him two pistols; that he had, before he 
got home, heard that Mr. Horsfall had ·been shot, and when 
Durrance shewed· him the pistols, he went with hiDI., and hil 
them in the Wtlt, because he was afraid at:their being f0an4 
upon his premises. He' says the pisioIewere nearly oh 1izeJ, 
but one·was of a larger bore than the other, the larger one was 
brass-mounted, and he; himself had heard George Mellor before 
.y, that he had brought a pistol from Russia. He says tbi8 
too, which is.amaterial circumstance, that he w,Wld a dark. 
eoloured top-coat upon the brnshiug-stone in his shop, and ia 
~e pocketa ef that there were two ball cartridges, od he 
found a darkboWe.green coat behind· the door, but Dei1lher 
.of them beloDgled to him; that a man of the 1l81D8 of' James 
Varley came the morniogafter, and he toldVarleyhe bd the 
pistols ; and in abl>ut a week after 4iha pistoli 'Wel'e pe, ; but 
how they got away we do not know, there is no aeOODDt al· ... 
fetched them away. He 1Ilso says that he Dad left a top-ooat df 
his, which was a drab top-coat, at home, and that was gone. . 

Now,' the evidence of these faurIast witne8llelt, is evideDce, 
.which, as it respecta George MeUor in pameuJar, calls vf!IlY 
muh for some explanaflioD; .beoaot!e ontbil yery night; and'. 
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tIP& 'tflf'1 time,.~. to the. me..De$ of. eH whom· you 
camlOt suspect at all of being in1luenced by. any bias against. 
tllsBe priloo,8l'8, ~e lrellGr. and a ~r 08.IIle. to the 
bo1l89 of the· C!01Jtin, Rnli hllNing been before in the, sltopl I118kecl 
the wife. of the cousilt,. ~ they. oould give any work. to· 
Ws JII.aIl who wu' wiUa him? She mu, "No." He then 
asked lot ih& 10llll of a.1iIandliercJlief; aad it appeutt by the .. vi,. 
dence before you, that OBe .. them had hurt a finger) and one 01. 
them Md sentcbed hia 4lheek in goiDg through the wood. It 
ako appears, ~ fir) tU .videJlA. o£ the apprentices who.. 
saw them oome iDto t.be home, t.ha~ each of Ule two pOlllOD&' 
'\Vh() came, had dark-eolonred top-coats on; that they took them 
oB; that Goorge Mellor laid his upml the brushing.stoll&, and 
there W&IJ another dark·eolomed top-ooat hung behind the 
door, which Joseph Me1loJ1 fOand wha he came home; that 
both ha'fing top-oo&t& when tb6y came, (aDd dQrkloOOloured top. 
coats,) George Mellor asked his cwoo for bel- husband's coat, 
and took aw.y a light.ooloured drab coat of the husbaad'., 
whitll was hanging up there. That, ~ be sura, has the lIP
p8an1&'1Cle very much of IIi desire. of changing clothes, 10 tha~ tAw 

. dNSB in whicl\ they had been, and might have been ~8d, 
should not. tend at. all to betray them. But there is another cir. 
cumstance; the finJt thing done by George MeDor. od thia 
perIOJl, who is noli recognized except by one of th*, apprentices, 
is to hide a brace of pistols, which the apprentice is deairedtG 
flAy JrlOthing abou.t., and they· are both 01 them discharged pu.. 
tolM; Y1e,. are .aitA!rw:a.rds tabn into a place of co~e~ 
l;eoauB& the COUIi.n,. J08&ph lIei1.or, tiUnks it ~ safe f~ them.' 
_ be thun4 ()11 his premill6s;. and they are aftarw~s fetched 
away, but nobody is here to tell us who fetched them. Joseph 
JleUor, 1Vhen ha comes: home &bou~ aD holll' after, :6.nds his coat 
gene. bat tft datk-eoloured top.OCI&te ~ left, one on the bruah. 
idg-stotJ.. Mld one· bebinG the clOOll.; in tlw pocket.of f>1l8 of 
"hiOO theN are two balls. This ia left wbolly unop~. Thi8. 
ill find to be Gaorg6 Mello7, by the wife of the cousin. .AQd 
if theee oircwnsUI:lClell WW9 1mCOm&eeteli with this t.ra.nsaet1.0Il. 
some aceout might have bem gtwn by evidence, with what 
tnasao\ioa they &re OOJUlOOted, so at fIo shew that they be· to' 
huoJllidaNd feMore8iafl9lDe()1Iher b8nuction, awl noUeatqNa 
~ to ~_. ill' U. aabjeot (If our preHAt ~ 

G 
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~ is the end of the evidenee, witlt respect to what took plaae 
at Dungeon Bottom. 

The only additional evidence is that which is produced by 
Mr. Staveley, the Governor of the Gaol. The top-coat t.a.keD 
ofi'Melior, the prisoner, when he came here, which is.acknow. 
ledged by Mrs_ Melior to be the same that had been left at her: 
house, and Joseph MelIor says is the same that he fo~d lea 
at his house, when he got home that evening. 

. The Counsel for the prosecution next call witnesses who had 
nothing to do with this transaction, for the purpose of giving 
a.n. account of what they saw in the neighbourhood of this pIa.n.~ 
tation_ Abraham Willey says he was a workman for Mr. 
lta,dcliffe; that he was at work about. two hundred yards from 
the spot where Mr. Horsfall was shot, that is, in a field which 
I would describe as behind the plantation, with respect to the 
situation of the public road along which Mr. Horsfail was tra
velling; that he heard a gun, but did not see it, being in the 
stable. He says it came from the nook of the plantation nen 
the road; that upon hearing it, or soon after, he went up. and 
saw four men running down by the end of the buildi:ng, acro&8 

the fields between the plantation and Dungeon Wood, and 
making for Dungeon Wood; that they were not nearer to lriDJ. 
than fifty yards, and that all the four men (he agrees in the.ae.-. 
cpunt given by Parr anu others) had dark-coloured coatl:! on at 
that time; and he says this must have been the time Mr. 
Horsfall was shot, because in two or three minutes afterwards, 
his two boys, who are referred to by another of the witnes •• 
as being coliecting dung in the road, came and told him what 
bad happened to Mr. Horsfall: 80 that the point of time is 
fixed. 

Then further as to that p¥f; of the case, a person of the 
name of Hartley was going along the road from Crossland to. 
Lookwood, which runs at the back of the fields. and of Mr .• 
Radc1ift'e's plantation, and would give him the command of the 
sight of those fields and of Dungeon Wood. He says, as he 
was going along that road, he heard the report of a piece, 8Jld 
that when he got to the top of the close of land where he was, 
he saw four men come out of Mr. Radcliffe's pIa.n.tati~, a1\d 
jUUlP over the wall that went to Dungeon W OQa, . Md u .into 
DUDgeOn Wood; that. they, had all dark.oolom:i/i clothes ,011 ; 
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that as they were getting over the wall, he observed that one of 
them had a pistol, with a brass end to it,. under his coat,be
cause the coat flew back as he jumped over the wall, and on 
the man looking back, and, as he supposes, taking notice of 
him, he pulled his coat over the end of the pistol. That again 
~on1irms the account, that the number who did this consisted 
of four, and that they immediately made off that way. 

Mary Robinson, the landlady of the public-house at Honley, 
to which the prisoner Smith and the accomplice (according to 
the account of Benjamin Walker) retired after the murder had 
taken place, says, that her husband keeps a public-house at 
Honley, on the left hand, at the bottom of the town : that they 
heard that Mr. Horsfall was shot on the same evening, by some 
market people coming in; that on that evening two young men 
came to their house, and had something to drink; that she 
recollects a collier being at her house, who had got a little fresh 
with liquor; and that when the news was brought, soon.after 
these young men came in, that Mr. Horsfall was shot, Smith, 
one of these two young men, who whistled very well, began to 
whistle, and pleased the collier, and that he began dancing. 
She says that the time when the young men came in, was 
between seven and eight in the evening, and that they went 
away a little before nine. That tallies nearly with the account 
Benjamin Walker gives. And she says, that when her husband 
came in, he asked them where they came from? and they said 
they came from Longroyd Bridge; which is the place where 
these two persons lived. 

This is the evidence on the part of the prosecution, which 
~nsists of the. evidence not only 'of Benjamin Walker, who 
is; in the strictest sense of the word, an accomplice (going out 
with them, and continuing with them, though, he says, the 
latter part of the time against his will, being afraid to go back) 
but of the. different other witnesses belonging to the same 
manufactory, who appear to have been witnesses to preplU'JL
tions going on, and· declarations made after the act had been 
done, so as to know what had been done, and for a considerable 
time at least never to have disclosed it, though they were not 
themselves parties in the act itself. There is the confirmatory 
evidence of those persons who saw the four men, immediately 
after·the report, making off in the direction described· bv ·the 
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~&e., ,.'dreaaec1, as is:cieeeribea 'by lDe'aoeompliae,:idl 
,ia dark olothes. . And abo!re, all, tilere i. the trausadiion 'W'IIidh 
-ioctk :place .at <ihe house of thfl. ooUllin·of Qeergll Mel1or, 1daere 
ilie, lIwo dark iop-eoat.s, :and the pistols 'Detloaded, 1JID .JeI, 
,uoder the ci:raumataoces /Wbich!the IWimeaIl8ll hImI detailsd 1.0 
yI)U.; 1Uld likewise what 'took pllllCe at the publio-honse ~ 
Walker au.d SmithlMIlt,aooordiDg'to Walker'sacooont. 

On 'the rpwrt of the (llrisoners, :tbBy hue called ~s to 
.I!hewthat·this aceount is not true, .for that same Gran oi the 
prisoners 'wars 'soon bf dUferent witnelll!leBat p1aoes and times, 

. where ~y conld not 'have been, if they 'had ,been 'mnoemed:in 
ibis transaction. You . sea, no proofs &le given to splain 8I1y 
of :th~ ·lItrong ':passages of -the ,evidence, which I .ot.emId 

'1JIIOP to you as J: went over . it, and those iD 'part from ipIIIIOIls 
'IlO~ -with ,one ofiheprisoD.6l'II ; but witnelll6B are pm8Jmei, 
io ,shew thaton.e or other of the prisoners, 1mil all of Jtilamin 
1IOme inatanees, were Been at snch 8 time in the mreuiug, t.b&t 
lihoy could not .. have been at this :plantati.on·what the piece was 
,fuoedoft', ~'whidt Mr. iHorsfall 'WU,ahot. !rhisJmust.depeDCl 
,'verymueh, uot I only ,on the credit·pen Jto ,thole·"dji'elllllt 'R-
ntSSefI who have 'been,ca1led, but .ceIiainly, at this diaanoe:of 
tilne,'upon,the a.ocuracy of their rooolJeotion ;8wbame aUham, 
~ou will:aee clearly, aecordingi;o the acconnt.giJmn;by:the'otmr 
,witnesses, 'muat ,be mainly mist.i.ken as .to time. 

The first wituess ,eallild,is William Hanlmd, !Who:a. :he 
-Q8 ,at ,RlIddelsield . (where' he .lives), on tile 28th (of.Jsprillaat, 
the day OD which Mr. HorsfaJI was shot; that:he knows \the 
'prilloner ,George, Mellor, -.,to·whom he)parti.mi1arly.:speu.; .that 
he sllw'birn ahCMlta'qu.a.rler Df,a:mile"out nf thetto.wn·ofBgj· 
derstleld at a littje :ileWm . !men ;o!cleak:in the AmPJiDg.; that 
.hebad hea.rd ,of.'Mr. Rorsfall's·:being!Shot, Amd-thld .if8llar'1lU 
;past~ '.s if going ,to :Loagroyd .Bridge. ,I.do -mat.bow 
:w~thfll' that·js,consist.eatwitb. the dale at,which tMJfuing-,
:pear8 ,elearly to:hB'te happened. .It:must haYe ~Ullle 
,~ort time:aiW six ,o'olock,.eaoordiDg to'tIIe :aooeant ofilla 
. first witDeas, 'Armit.ge. ltJI,neariy as he 'mm,reoollect, ,it!1lS8 
,a quarterbeforefeix,when Mr.Honfallstopped si Jhis 1IhIor, 
_ he bes ·ihe uUnost .time he:stayed atiwen6y 2I1iaIIB, 
whioh wonld· bring it,to a qarter .... 'I8ix, and he :had. 'W6J 
.lit~~""1;w;:go to6Jae,p)aJMatien Wme ihelSbot .... 1iaId; ,80 



Itbat it. wmlld probably be between a qttaricw after six and half
'past six, when the shot took place. Thi. witneSB fixes i.· a 
tittle betDre 88T8n, when he saw Mellor on the road, as jf p.g 
to Loogroyd Bridge. That comes 'Very nearly to the time he 
wal at Joseph Menor'.. The woman aays he was there at • 
quarter after six o'clock; but docks vary, and the memory ·of 
people vaDes aB to time; and therefore ODe caDDot try very 
correet1y hy that test, unless one has something more t.haIl the 
mere ~ction of persons. However, he saYB bt a little 
hefore ·.eVeD he met George Mellor upon the road, going to 
Longmyd Bridge. 

Jonathan Womersley, a clock-maker at Huddersfield., 1818 
that he saw George Mellor on the evening on which Mr. Horsfall 
was Dot, about.ix o'clock or a quarter or teD minutes after, 
at the eomer ()f the Cloth-Hall-lll'eet in HudderB!6.eld; that 
they 'went to Mr. Tavenor's, to,settle a little aeeount, whe1'8 
toItey had ODe pint, and then a second; he stopped till he gat 
his aouey, 'and then he left Menor there, tIJld theD he went to 
the Brown Cow in the market-plooe, and the soldiere were thea 
riUlg over the market-place, full speed. I mppoae, upon the 
alumel this person havittg been shot., the soldiers had been 
lDl'dareci out; that has not lIeen prMed, but I suppose that is 
:'llhcJiI to be mtdell8tood. He S$JII that he saw him about ea, 
or a little afbor that time. AcoordiDg to the aeeoUDt of his 
~, he 'W88 at DungOOll Bottom at a quarter after six. They 
may aB think ilatthey speak accurately, but still it shews the 
.little ~ which CloD lie placed upon evidence as to parti
cular times, when you oome to be bringing several. tnDsaotions 
within *he space of pretty nearly an hour. Mrs. MelIor says 
.that they iMpped • quarter of an hour; 80 that according to 
ier 'IieCOIUlt, Mellor did not leave her houe till half .... six. 

1!ha uxt witDess is William Battel'8lty, & shoemaker •• 
was 1l.t lIuddllrlfield &Del at'Tawnor's at the time the oth .. 
man ....,to; he conUaB his &eCeunt, t.bat they had two 
:pints of beer, aacl Hlat they remained in company fill tbsy W 
Jlrank it, :and he ihiDb tAey stayed half,.an-hour all Tavenora, 
umightbe mOl'8 or 18111. That does Dot tarry' i~ farlber IS to 
Was. onl,. *bat lie was there wiih Womeralay. The aaly 
...... ill, 'WWler it .. sm:a:.r or }Mo. 

1dha ~..,.. he'1i!raa at.~ iD B~tl'IdWd;, 
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that he knows George MelIor; that he remembers, the day 
Mr. Horsfall was shot, that he met George MelIor opposite the 
George Inn in Huddel"Bfield, about ten minutes before six 
o'clock; (that is carrying it, you see, very early); that he 
stopped in the street with him a few minutes; he says he 
knows it wanted ten minutes of six, for that he had a watch 
he wanted to sell him, and he asked him if he would buy it ; 
that he took the watch out, and that that makes him know it 
was ten minutes before six o'clock. That is not reeoncileable 
at all with the account given by the cousin, but by supposing 
that the clocks or watches vary very much, or that the 
memories of the people vary very much. 

Jonathan Battersby, a shoemaker in Huddersfield, says he 
saw Mr. Horsfall OD'the evening when he was shot; that he 
went up the street towards the Market-place, a little after fi~ 
o'clock; that he (the witness) then went into his own house, 
,that he drank tea, and then he put on his coat, and went up 
the street about a quarter of an hour after Mr. HorsfalI had 
got on horseback (that would be about half after five o'olock); 
that he went across the Market-place leading to New-street, 
where he met George MelIor coming towards the George Inn ; 
that they passed a few words, and were not above a minute or 
two together at the furthest; that he went home; that it was 
not quite six o'clock, when he left George Mellor, and he did 
not hear of Mr. Horsfall's being shot till after he had got 
hame. Still these all fix him to have been in Huddersfield 
-at a time Bot at all consistent with the account given by Mrs. 
Mellor of his being at Dungeon Wood. 

George Armitage, who is a blacksmith at Lockwood, says, 
that his shap is between Joseph Mellor's house and the town 
of Huddersfield; that he was in his shop between five and six, 
and that he saw George Mellor come past, but he cannot say 
within a few minutes as to time; that he had not been at his 
drinking that evening, that they generally drank between me 
and half after five, but that he had been shoeing a horse, and 
perhaps it might delay him; that when he saw George Mellor 
pass, he was eoming as 'if from Joseph MelIor's, and going 
towwds Huddersfield. Now between this man and Joseph 
Mellor's wife, there -must be a mistake; because she says, so
~ to her account, he did not leave her house till half 
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aft4no six, and this man says he came past his shop- between 
fiNe and six. He says he has known George Mellor some time, 
and that ht' never heard anything against his character; tha~ 
the account he gave was, that he had been' at Joaeph Mellor's., 
with a man that wanted work. To be sure, either Josepb. 
Mellor's wife, or this man, must have erred very much in ,the 
time. They were not aware, perhaps, of each other's evidence. 

Joseph Armitage, a brother of the last witness, says, that he 
saw George Mellor, on the day on which Mr. Horsfallwas shotv 
• the shop-door of his brother; that his mother came to call 
them in to theil' drinking, and that he went to the door, and 
saw his brother talking with George Mellor. He does not fix 
the time, only that it was after his mother had oalled them in. 

The next witness speaks particularly with respect to the pri
BOner Thorpe. Charles Ratcliffe states, that he is a cloth
dresser at Huddersfield; that he remembers the night Mr~ 
Horsfall was shot at ; that he was at Mr. Fisher's, at Longroyd 
Bridge; ,that he went there at half-past five o'olock that even
ing; that he went inio a room at Mr. Fisher's, ca.lled the 
raising-shop, and that he saw Thorpe there raiaiDg a blue coa* 
cloth, that he had a conversat.ion with him for a quarter of &D 

hour, and left him there when he came away; that there was 
a young woman fetching water out of the cistern in the shop, 
in a can; that he returned to Huddersfield immediately, and 
that when he got there, it was about a quarter or twenty min· 
ates after six by the Cloth Hall clock; and that half-an-hour 
after that he heard of Mr. Horsfall beiIig shot. So that, BO~ 
cording to his a.ccount, he saw Thorpe in the raising-shop M 
half-past five o'clock that evening, and he,stayed there nearly 
a quarter of an hour, which would bring jt to, nearly a qaarler 
before six, with the variation of clocks. I apprehend a vert 
little time would be necessary to go fro,m. Longroyd Bridge, to 
the plantation. Still, if. they are accurate in speaking, .bY' the 
tame clocks, the ooeount appears inconsistent; but, &CC01lDting 

for the difference by the difference in clocks and memories" I 
do Dot think it is 80 vety strikiDg. Ratcliffe states, that Tborpe 
was the only man at that time who was at work in the shop. 

Frances Midwood. a young woman living with her Wher -' 
LoDgroyd Bridge,ilftates, that she-recollects the 28th of April; 
\bat they were to. ;washtAs Dext day~ ,1IoDd, she was f~ 



ftter frolD the raisiDg-Bhop of Hr. Fi8her, (or wulJing tU 
next day; tha~ lIhe began going about five o'clock, t1W. *he 
ilrst time she wen~ there was nobody there; that WDen Ih& 
"en~ about ten miDutes after five, William Thorpe was theft,. 
and again the third time William Thorpe was there, ta11Iing 
with another man, but she did not know who· he waa; ~ 
she went repeatedly, and continued going until she beard 8OID& 

report about Mr. Horsfall beiDg shot; and tha~ then IIhe did 
not fetch any more waier, but that every time she went to t:t. 
:raising-shop, after the irst, BAe 88W Thorpe there; and ilat 
one of the tUnes when she was there she 8&W Abraham Pi:lling. 
who had been making her a pair of shoes, and had followed 
W to the shop, which he 88W her go into. 

Then Abraham Pilling is called, who is • shoemabr in 
Huddersfield. He 88YW, that he had made a pail- of Ilhooa ibr 
the last witu88s, Fnmces Midwood; that he delivered a pair 
of shoes to her on the night Mr. Horsfall was &bot; ihat he 
was going to her father's with them, ani saw bel' eroesiq the 
road with a. can, that. he followed her into the raiaiDg-hottJe,. 
.. here he found her and William Tborpe; that she wu-1adiDg 
fttGr' ou~ of 8 ciatem with a caD; that it wanted a qwarter 10-
six 'When he set out. from home, &Dd LoJl8f&yd _ridgG is be*Wr 
t.ba.n a mile from hi. hous&. So that. seoording to ru. aeGOaB.t., 
it must have ~ put six o'clock probably betbre he got. th .... 
He aays that Fnmees Midwood took the &hoes, and !liked biJa. 
W!hai was to pay, ancl aAe went to fetch money to pay him.; 
a1l4 in the meaaflime .he ta1ked with Thorpe, anel iheD .. 
eam& back with a no&.. He sta.yed a liW& while longer, and 
then he ~ forwvd a ~ another way, where he was goiDg: 
aDd tmat all be was going out of the rai8~ho1l8e, tile naigh_. 
hours told him that Mr. Ho1'8talJ. lwl been shot 

Job Bower, who i. &pprentiee at. Joha Woocl's at~. 
Bridge, uya, ~ the day when Mr. HonCallwae shot, he 
taw George M:ellor OB Kt. Wood's premi8e8; ibat they W4lit8' 
bard.preaiDg, that George :HellOI' was assisting him ~ the 
hucleoiDg of the preu; that Thomaa Smdh, B8BJamin Walker, 
Jamaa Varley, and .John WaIkw, wer& &here asai&tiDg, aM 
~ t1& Woe when th.,- were so doiJ1g wu sOlJleWbe8 near 
86Vea o'clock in the evGDiDg; tbM they stripped up their IIhiri
...... to ftrll; aDd tll .. he ... the ,.... Smith go tom.. 



I,UDD RIOT~. 78 

~ ~bout. silt Q:~loll~; $at he.4ad seen him. a gpod.m~y 
~a,at wQrk be~E!Eln }loon aJl<l six o:clock; tha~ he went,~ 
tP.,his <4'jnking. aPoj1l; six.; t4at. qew~ atwor,k in a different. 
rPQJD., fr.ow. Smith, bllt that ~e w:ent ~tp t,4e ropw. \Yhere 
SIP.-ith W/Wl, to, fetch tb.il pif'lces fOJ: the,Pfllss; t~at he slept iii 
the l!&lDe r.QP'w. with ¥~llqr. t4P ~t ¥t:. Horsfall was shot. 
8Jld ThOIlj.88 Smith !!lept ip t4e s~e rOom; t,hat Willial!l H,a1l 
had a house of his own, bu~ he cannot recollect whether he 
slept. DJ. tlle s.ame rOOJIl, that nig4t or not.. William Hall aays 
that. he did. The boy t,hen gi,"es an account ofa ~Baction, 
~t he 8$W the WidoYl: ~ey come down the yard about 
Ii!8ven i4Il.t eveniJlg, &J;I,d, tl1.at she W"st bx:oug4t thea.ccount of 
wh~t ~ hll.ppenejl tQ 1\h. I101:~fa11. an~ that he. and, Williani 
1iIall W~e ~ in ~e. Pt:IlIjIl-tQ,OlJ.l; ~t she. brought t,he news 
of 1\lr. ~OJ;Sfall's acci@J,l,t. ~fore, MelloJ ~d~e o~~s. came 
~,~. ~W h.e. d~. :Q..ot spe~ to 1;u!.~g seen them come 
tQ, ~df))l \ill after Ule n.e:ws was })rpug)lt. H;e fixes it abOut 
~r(\J,l1j cloek ; how ~uch later, i~ WaS, 1),e does no~ EJI}-Y pr~isely, 
:b\1~ tl,ui. .. t it w~ abol,lt Sf;lJe,n. .~t cQw4 ~. ,ot ~e, coIlB.i~en .. ~ly with 
~e 9th.e~ unless it wall somEl ~e, a(t.er. lie says he had 
~I1 W ~ th,em ~foz:e ebe came, tMt it wa~ a. particul,arly 
bUllY !lay, ~d th.ey (ijll not go w ~eir ~ ti!,l six o'~lock~ 
that he h~ not seen Ge<\fge l)lell()r U.lE~Ie, fr:om thr~e in the 
afternO()n, till ~ey came ~ ~lleI1. ,,"ou ha.ve the acllOq.nt 8(1 
to Qwfg~ Menor, where he was a p8of,t of the time, tf.o~' ~ose 
~o ~~W ~ well; that 4e W8.!l fi~ his C01JB~'S shor,t of seven 
0'c:1odt, an!! s9JP.eb04y lrith hiln,; Who~ the apprel!14ce b~liev~s 
W ~a:y", ~~ ~9me. . 

[,h~ Mm'y, ~lu)rpe, a lIel'YM1tt() ~r. W()Q~, S1+]S, fhat on 
~!l 98t4 of !pm !!4e SIlW' S~t.Jl ~I).(l ~oW'El~ ~t;ning i~ at UIe 
lWcp.~~ 4oor ; tlwy came in at six o:!l~(),* t(j 4a.ye Bom~ drinli; 
j;bq.j; it IItrnck ~ix as they 98mEl m; tAA~~. Wood's clock is 
bpt pr~ttJ~c1lla.U!ly Q1 Ql.~ CJ.oth-Pall .Qlo,*; tluI,t shEl sup
pU1l1I thll.men w40 jiVIl m $Il hOQ.8e, eyerY.~Y' with beer. ; tl;l8i 
JoJ;m B9wer, ThoJW!B Smith, qeorge ~eijor, an4 William llaU, 
lj.ve in the house; ane! sl:te states this c:/..rcums~ce, that !3mith 
has I), V!>fY good :tmAAlt at ~histli.ng. ." . . 

The las~ ~tlJess caU.ed, ~s a JIlap of ~he name of Wipi~ 
~t, who ijveB a.t LOngt'oyd 13ridge, and lodges in the ~ouse 
qf Mr . Wood, wjJ,JJ. who~ U}ost of t11,e86 mell work and many . ..,. ,)' .. 

H 
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of them lodge. He says he knew Benjamin Walker, that is 
the accomplice; that he remembers the day when Mr. Horsfall 
was shot; that he was at Mr. Wood's house that evening; that 
he went down the yard about seven o'clock, and that he met 
Benjamin Walker there. He says he had heard of Mr. Hors
fall being shot before he left Huddersfield; and that his son is 
a merchant living at Huddersfield, who employs Mr. Wood as 
he does other persons, to do his work. 

This, gentlemen, is the evidence produced on the part of the 
prisoners; evidence of di1l'erent persons coming in at di1l'erellt 
times, for the purpose of shewing that, at points of time in tha~ 
evening which they fix, they saw either all the prisoners, or 
some of them, in situations not consistent with the time allotted 
by the account given by the other witness for this transaction. 
When you see the point of time at which it took place, and the 
nearness of all the di1l'erent spote where they were to the place 
in question, perhaps it is not so surprising that there should 
at such a distance of time, be so much variance in the aooonnt 
given by different witnesses, as to the periods of the day, 88 

there appears to be upon the present occasion. Even BtIppo
sing the witnesses to come under no improper bias or influence 
in what they are saying, they are speaking of a transaction, 
which not only took place a long time ago, but was not imputed 
to the prisoners at the bar till a considerable time aftar it had 
taken place. For this took place,in the month of April, and 
it does not,appear that enquiry was made before the magistrate, 
or an,! of these persons committed, till the month of October. 
Nothing happened immediately after the transaction; to lead 
these persons particularly to watch, so as to be accurate in the 
hour or time on that particular evening, when they saw these 
persons at a particular place; and we know how apt persons 
are to be mistaken, even when care is taken, in point of time. 
However, gentlemen, it is for you to compare the evidence. 
The evidence on the part of the prosecution rests, not on the 
testimony of Benjamin Walker only, but of several other work
men in this IItanufactory, who are not accomplices in this 
transaction, though they appear to have had a knowledge of it, 
which I cannot say is not to a certain degree guilty. For I 
cannot hold them innocent in knowing of such a transaction 
going on, and treating it so lightly as to give no information 
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respeoting it, and to keep it concealed longer than while.there. 
was an. immediate impression of fear of personal danger to 
themselves. But, independently of this, you have evidence of 
that which appears to me to be the strongest part of the case, 
and to require the most explanation, but which 4as not been 
explained, and which applies particularly to the prisoner Mel
Ior, and to Thorpe, if you are satisfied he was with Mellor: I 
mean the transaction which took place at Joseph MelIor's house 
at Dungeon Wood, and which goes to. contradict, in point of 
time, the evidence given by the different witnesses on the part 
of the defendants. The enquiry ill a serious one, not only as 
it regards the prisoners themselves, but as it regards the public 
peace and security. You, who have heard the evidence, will 
lay the facts together in your minds, and will do justice between 
the country and the prisoners. 

THE VERDICT. 
The Jury retired at half-past seven, and returned at five· 

minutes befor& eight, finding-
GEOBGE MBLLOR, GUILTY. 
WILLIAM THORPE, GUILTY. 
THOMAS SMITH, Gun.TY. 

The prisoners being severally asked in the usual manner, by 
the CLERK OF AmwGNS, if they had anything to say, why 
sentence of death should not be pronounced upon them?' 
answered: 

MELLOB.-I have nothing to say, ooly I am not guilty. 
THORPE.-I am not guilty, sir; evidence has been 'given 

false against me: that I deelare. 
SMITH.-Not guilty, sir. 

THE SENTENCE. 

Mr. JUSTICE LE BLANC immediately passed sentence of 
death upon them in the following words : 

"You, the several prisoners at the bar, have been tried and. 
convicted of wilful and deliberate murder-under all circum- , 
stances an offence of the deepest maliguity, but under the 
circumstances which have appeared in this case in particular, 
as far as one crime of the same denomination can be distin.-

H 2 
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gUished from aIlother, this may be pronounced a crliriie"of' the 
blaekest dye. 'In other cases, the court Ms been able to' dis· 
cover somet.hillg ",wch might work upon 'the passions of man· 
kind, and might indiille' them to coIllIXl.'i.t 'an aet, at whillh., in 
their coolermomerits,th~ir minds' would' have revolted. ' But, 
in thepre~eJlt case, the' c~nle was ebininitted 'agaiilstatnan, 
who appear:s ~ 4ave gtvenDo offeiuieto'any b'rieof you, except 
that he was suspected of having expressed hiinse'lf'with 'a 'manly 
feeling against those who had set up'a right to violate all pro· 
perty, and to t8.ke'away the life"Qfariy man who had bOOn 
supposed to encourage others to do, (~hat, I'tfust, there still 
ru::!l 'men suflicieilt jn- this counttyto 'M,) to starid niiilifuJly 
forWard in 'defence oftheirprc;>perty. 'For that reason,he'was 
marked but by' you 8.s' an object of the nibst' cowardly reverige. 
You, attempting to associate with yourselves such' men: as you 
could prevail upon to join in your, wicked purposes, waylay 
him. at the moment when he IS 'retui-iihig home, almost in mid
day, ~th !lQolpness which one haft,'lIc/U'Cely ever witnt'\ssed'in 
trying offences of this description." But'i~ thll couhle of your 
trial, proceedings have, cQme ,before 'tha c011I1;' at which human 
nature shudders. Thatihe nation'al character should be so 
debased; that men, Whl,) ought to boast of their character as 
~x:itonll., I1hplllcl J:u~v(l clared' to hol4 fortp., ,in the la.nguage' in 
which, yq].1 hllvq hElld forth, apd with so little di8Cretio~ ,th~ 
aSI18!lI:l,~atiop ~d, d~struc~o:Q. of pr~e:rty were i'nstrum~nts in 
your hands, to be exercised at your pleasure, and against 11Jly 
persop. who, ~ 1;t!loppen!;ldJo offend you-independen"y of,this, 
tllat, you s4oJIJ4 hl\veWu-ed to ~e' intO' YOllr lui:nds the Holy 
Scriptures, and to administer an ;impipus :bath to' those Who 
were cognizant of your offence, calling, the'Almighty 811 a1Vit
ness, (that Being whom you were conscious you had offended 
in the highest degree ;)!l!llfu!.g upon:mm for vengeance upon 
~e • ~~a~,s ?f . tlt0~'~ ~fl.0 rJ ~~9u!~" ~s~over . your, c~~es: tlte~e 
are Cll"cumlMnces ~liicli ha'Ve allvMr!ld'ill the co~lftle of ' thIS 

~ri~, ~d w~ch h~v~ ,:sp~*f,ely':e~et:aWe~.e~: ¥:[filti', eo~'!of 
any.tI1~II~hich)J.as !>~ep. li~~~~ht. ~~~~re,a. clti;M ,ofj~~ .. ' 

"It IS not upon the testImony of'one, 'or of two, or orWfOO 
ViJtp.e8~es',' th,ai ;fouf gui~~ ' 4eprn~s i '~4 ie~ :1nel'avi~~,iott"not 
tc) lay th~t l>.~,to yo~fsouls, ~at 10~ha~e been pep'r,Nb~ Py 
false accusation, -and by false oa'ths, of ybur lives. A tiliam of 
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ci1'en1nsttmces' bas I beenrusoovered· in the COUl'IIe ~f' this' tri&l, 
wliich' does' not d&pend ulJ4'ffi' the oath of any me, ' or two or 
three men, wh:tnn "you msy denomillMe 'even; as bad as your
s~l"'es.: But even from the testimony. aflUlose, who, niflthey 
had, nbt'beenhonest'to a eel't8iunlegree, :wOl'lld:ha.ve'giveD1a 
different! evidetice, 'it"is':clear that two at least :of-, you "were 
gnil~y; and I Its lit.tJedoubt·remams",fro'm,bilhtlr evidence,'upon 
tbEj gililt of:4lh&tiliird of you. 

""'JnT\1ie shop where' you I hav~:worked, 'i!Om(J)of you appear 
tohavegltined !ltteh an ascendancy ovel'iUl6 'minds: and lovedhe 
cOn8Cieri~elt!o:f! the"w6FkmDn, who'warErID some ldegree ,under 
your cOntrol,· that you Ctluld mould:and: ,fashion:fuenflio any 
meked ptirpdSe you yonrsel'9'esnllght,'itnagine. Their . eyes, I 
hope" will' beJupemid byJUie;fate··wlOOhr.a'WQits· you ;:ib.ey-.will 
see, that tho~h for a short time the cBreet'oUhe'wbd may 
coiitinfte; yeHhe:lawlis- 8fire aNengUi to·i)vert&kelthem. 

'~T9'you\·the 1i:I1fbrl1m~'peI'80ns.Wh()'Sta.nd, atthtrllar,:(fur 
EWery~"whoJ~a: disgrooedms oa&ra'Otaras- you'Raye, mllllt 
be d6e~d·ll:ilfditl1MW, Y to you -tho'oilly: kindnesit l;.oa.n, offer, 
ill in' Ithe 'aaviee:;·to~, ''&B 'speedily &s· you<eaD"for.,'that 
execution of ·this:-aenteilce,'·1thichllm.1iBtvshOrtly.await YOu;: to 
mfl.ke-:tM-best ;U8e'~u;eim'of the 'IRiriod' stiIl.uIot1ed to you 
in this world-longer far than was ~owed,f.o,lthellbfortunate 
person who WB8 the ob)ect of your revenge.; that you will take 
the opportunity of making· yotJr ,~,with that Almighty 
Bemgwhoot yOu me off8Bcled ;>thaHylthesiBoonty (){. your 
repentlmee,the,fhlDess'of YOUl"'d8ilfessloD",lUlcL!ibe·.aoImow
ledgment' of 'YGUl' 'iEli(moos, ,...u .. may> ~our to ~btiWiltbat 
bWvflD.6BS in .. the wotlld to~·C9IDe;-whith. I 4HD()i.holcl1oot.to 
YGll eny-hopes- of'dhWningrin,ti1is wodd. 

"'U"l'emruns,ouly for:lhe to'lIBSIi-' l1pon you·,.the &eBtenc ... .oi 
the law. That" ~n~ is=->-TW yeuj·,the.three. .. prisoners.at 
tlle'lbar,'- be "takenJ from·-hebce "to. f1ht"plaoo :&om' 'WIhence Y0U 

elllD.el"ltnd'f!om-,thenoe,' onFridaY'·ne~W-t6!th~oplace of (WjCU

tion ~ : tha.i ·yt>1l"be>~e~Beverally.hanged .by. the neckl IUtij:yaU 
are'dead; an.;}·yoor OOdi'eIHd'tetwatds·detivered,te,·ihe ·awgeons 
to'be'~~d':anBto:mized,,·acooI'ding.to4he.-dUeeijon&,of 
the'statttte. 'An<tmay'God.bave1Dercy 1IpOJi your ,souls." 

! rrhe-:prisou,8l'8, wWHltill· reiaiued their·IIe]f-possElfJ8iwl,. were 
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then removed from the bar, where they had stood from niDe 
o'clock in the morning, till between eight and nine o'clock at 
night. During the whole of the trial, and even while the 
solemn sentence of the law was passed, not one of them shed 
a tear, but l!heir behaviour was perfectly free from any indecent 
boldness or unbecoming levity. The proceedings of the court 
were conducted with unusual solemnities, and the behaviour of 
the spectators was strictly decorous and becoming. From 
amongst the numerous relatives and friends of the unfortunate 
malefactors, an expression of anguish frequently reached the 
ear, but it was deep, not loud; and in that part of the auditory 
that was connected with them, only by a common nature, ab· 
horrence at their enormous crime, was not unmixed with 
oommiseration, at the premature fate of these early victims of 
a lawless confederacy. 

At the opening of the court on Thursday morning, the Jury 
recommended Thomas Smith to mercy, and an application was, 
we understand, made to the Judges, to have the sentence of 
the law, on such of the murderers as they might think proper 
to order for execution, earned into effect, not at the usual place 
of execution, but on the spot where the murder was perpe
trated; but, we hear, that it was not thought expedient to 
comply with this application. 

THE EXECUTION. 
The execution of these unhappy men took place on Friday, 

January 8, 1818, at nine o'clock, at the usual place behind the 
Castle, at York. Every precaution had been taken to render 
every idea of a rescue impracticable. Two troops of cavalry 
were drawn up at the front of the drop, and the avenues to the 
eastle were guarded by infantry. Five minutes before nine 
o'clock, the prisoners came upon the fatal platform. After the 
ordinary had read the accustomed forms of prayer on these 
occasions, George Melior prayed for about ten minutes; he 
spoke with great apparent fervency and devotion, confessing in 
general the greatness of his sins, but without making any confes
sion of the crime for which he suffered. He prayed earnestJy 
for mercy, and with a pathos that was affecting. The sur· 
rounding mnltitude were evidently affected. William Thorpe 
also prayed, but his voice was not so well heard. Smith said 
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little, but seemed to join in the devotion with great seriousness. 
The prisoners were then moved to the front of the platform, 
and Mellor said-" Some of my enemies may be here, if there 
be, I freely forgive them, and all the world; and I hope the 
world will forgive me." William Thorpe said-" I hope none 
of those who are now before me, will ever come to this place." 
The executioner then proceeded to perform his fatal office, and 
the drop fell. Some alteration had been made in the drop, so 
that all the whole body was visible when they were suspended; 
in former executions only the feet and head could be seen by 
the spectators. They were executed in their irons. They 
appeared slightly convulsed for a few moments. 

The number of people assembled, was much greater than is 
usual'in this city, on these melancholy occasions, but not the 
slightest indication of tumult prevailed, and the greatest silence 
reigned during tbe whole of this solemn and painful seene. 
Such has been the issue of that fatal system, which, after 
having produced in its progress great terror and alarm, and 
much mischief to the community, has at length terminated in 
the death of those who were its most active partizans. And 
thus have perished, in the very bloom of life, three young men, 
who, had they directet1. their talents to lawful pursuits, might 
have lived happy and respected. They were young men on 
whose countenances nature had not imprinted the features of 
assassins. 

In the interval between the triaI and execution, the prisoners 
behaved very penitently, though they refused to make any con
fession either in the prison, or at the place of execution. 
Thorpe, on being asked if he did not acknowledge the justice 
of his sentence? swd-" Do not ask me any question." Mel
ior declared-" That he would rather be in the situation he 
was then placed, dreadful as it was, than have to answer for 
the crime of their accuser, and that he would not change situ
ations with him, even for his liberty and two thousand pounds;" 
but with all his resolution, he could not conceal the agonies of 
his mind, for on the night before the execution, he fell to the 
ground in a. state of insensibility, and it was thought he would 
have died in his cell; but he soon recovered, and in the morn
ing his health was perfectly restored. 
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On the· fate of these malefootol'l'l, and on the Ilangerous 
tendency (to thomsel\1es we m~) of the associatdoll of which 
they were members, one observatipn presents itself so obvious 
as' to force itself upon the notice of all, and,yet too important 
to be omittM' at the close of the melanoholy deWIs that w:e 
hav.e felt it our dnty to, lay before the. publio. Lt will frPln 
hence· appeal' that men confederated fPr the commissioI/. of 
erimes,. aau have no: well-grounded' oonndenoe in each, other~ 
not; even· wh8n them compact is confUmed by oaths and 
oementell in blood... If this be admitted. a.ud the hialory of 
every aga. and eoutry, BB well 8B the ~te of Gaoz;ge Mellor, 
William. Thorpa, and ThomBB Smi~ ~s Mw tmth. of 
the. observation, the: ~:renoe is hr!esiltible, tlmt aJl those per
sons w.ho may' in futlU'80 be inn~d to become. zuembers of su.ch 
eotiederacielt, shQuld resist IIllCh invitatioll' 8& they would 
avoid. the great$st calaWty;; ad all thoI!e who ~ have be6D. 
80 far _matted as to ~;me lIlealbers of s\lCh SOCi6W6B, 
should, from tWit moalen~, and ~y 0116 COllUll@ eonseJ;lt, desist 
from taking anoUler .p in t'urlberanoe of their olioo~s. They 
must now see. tllai they have tdood on ~he brink of a frightful 
preeipiee, and that !\Dother s.ep migM have plUDged them into 
that gulph that has overwhelmed their leas foriuna~ 8i1SOCiates. 
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THURSDAY, Janua1Y 7th. 

TRIAL OF JOHN SCHOFIELD, THE YOUNGER, OF NETHERTHONG, 

CLOTH-DRESSER, CHARGED WITH WILFULLY SHOOTING AT, OR 

COUNSELLING, AIDING, AND ABETTING, SOME PERSON TO 

SHOOT AT, WITH INTENT TO MURDER, JOHN HINCHLIFFE, 

OF UPPERTHONG, CLOTHIER. 

The Prisoner, on being arraigned, pleaded-NOT GUILTY. 
Mr. RnlBARDSON opened the pleadings, and Mr. PARK, in 

addressing the jury on behalf of the prosecution, said-That 
the prisoner was indicted under two Acts of Parliament, the 
former called the B1nck .-fee, the other passed in the 48rd year 
of his present Majesty, usually called Lord El1enoorougk's Act. 
The framers of the latter act seemed to have had in their con
templation crimes of precisely the same nature as tha.t imputed 
to the prisoner at the bar, for in tha.t act it is provided: 

.. That if any person or persons, shall wilfully, maliciously, and 
.. unlawfully shoot at any of his Majesty's subjects, or shall williilly, 
"maliciously, and 1Ullawfnlly present, point, or level any kind of 
.. loaded fire-arm,s at any of his Majesty's subjects, and attempt, by 
" drawing a trigger or in any other manner, to discharge the same at 
" or against his or their person or persons. In every such case, the 
" person or persons so offending, their counsellors, aiders and abettors, 
•• knowing of and pri"Y to such offence, shall be and are hereby de
" clared to be felons, and shall suffer death as in cases of felony, 
" without benefit of clergy." 

The learned Counsel then proceeded to state the nature of 
the evidence that would be submitted to the consideration of 
the jury, and concluded by calling the first witness-

JOHN HINOBLIFFE, who said, I live at Wickens, in the town
ship of Uppertbong, in the parish of Almondbury, and am by 
kade a woollen manufacturer, and was in the month of July 
last, clerk of Holmfirth Chapel, in which situation I had been 
no' quite a year. I have known the prisoner Schofield many 
years; I taught him to sing, but that is now more than a. ye~ 
and a half ago; we have since that time sung together, but not 
often; I had been well acquainted with his voice; I have lived 
at Wickens from six to seven years; I am a married.man, and 
have six children; Jonas Moulding and Thomas Hinchlifl'eare 
my neighbours, their houses adjoin mine; there is a fold before 

I 
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our houses, and a road p&81Je8 at the bottom of the common. 
The prisoner lived at Lowerthong in the month of July, whic;h 
is a mile from Wickens; he had lived there ever since I knew 
him; he is, I believe, a mamed man. On the 22nd of July, 
I retired, together with my family, at the usual time; between 
eleven and twelve o'clock that night, somebody came and 
knocked at my door; I think it was at that time, but cannot 
be very sure, as I have not a clock in my house; a voice called 
out, "John Hincbllil'e;" and said, " D08IJ .John Hinehllife live 
here?" I answered, " Yes." I knew the voiee that called; it 
was the voice of John Schoiield, the prisoner ai the bar; I 

,have no d01lbt in my own mind about it; I then got up a.ud 
wen' and opened the door, as t!OOn as I got out of my bed; at 
that time the moon was neuly a' the fqll; I found t.WO peraoas 
at the door, both with pistols in their hands; ~y had hats on; 
one of them had his face partly covered with a light a\riped 
handkerohief; when I saw the pmolB, I made an ~mpt to 
shut the door upon them, but could not; a ,voice, but I don't 
know which of them, spoke a.ud said, they would not hun me; 
they then both fastened their hands on my shirt, one atone 
side and the other at the other, and haled me to the outside of 

'the door; I told them they would hurt me; they again said 
they would not; they then told me they wanted nw to shew 

,them to a man; just then, a horse came 4"oWng lip the lane, 
at which John Sehoiield ran away. The man that stopped, 

, asked me what I had been doing? I said, I had been doing 
nothing amiss to any man. He said, I was a. liaY; I had been 

,fetching a warran' against JohnSehofield. I said, I never was 
before a Magistrate in my life on any business whatever. He 
then gave whistle, and I set off to run to my neighbour Thomas 
Hinchliffe's. This man then :fired upon me, and I 'was struck 
in my left eye, and by that shot I lost my eye; I then cried out 
with all my might, and ran into Thomas Hinehllife's; I 88W 

the prisoner in Upperthong'lane, in May, about ten weeks 
before this; I was returning from ehapel after tI!1e afternoon 
service, and met him in this lane; he said he would gfland 
get some drinking with me. When we came to ,the tnmof the 
road, he wished me to go a little way with him, and I went with 
him two or three hundred yards. He asked me if I was a 
LtM.2 I said, "No." He said, " Would I be?" I said, 
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" No." He took a paperfrmn a pocket within the breast of 
his eoat. and begJm reading; I rememhe!r it said~" In the name 
of God Almigh.y, a.Ily one thateatem- into this society, and 
dec1azoes a.nything, will be put to deatk by the first brother." 
He said they were wanting to get a' body of men wi1hln the 
liberty of Holmfirth. they had got such a. body at HuddeJ!sneld, 
audthey wanied to get a body of men at all other places, and 
then they might all start in a. mome:nt and over.turn the go'fem
meDt; he said he had been on that business from !Our o'clook 
in the momiBg. and he was going to a meeting then, and he 
said illere would. be one from Maneheater and dUfarent plaees 
at that time, and two delegates lrere to- 'be found to ~ up to 
the House of Commons, and see what they could do there; he 
said that all the officers and men, RQept one serjeant, in a 
whole regilXlent were ~ in., besideiJ four ef th& Queen's 
Bays, and then we paried. I B&W him next on the 20th 0f 
July; he came to my house abeut six or seven 0' olock in the 
momiog; I was in bed, but my fauilly were up; I got; up: 
dire~;, 1. want out with lrim at his . request; he asked me iI 
I had declared what he said to me; he said he had heard that 
I had deelared it t&Mr. BIytb, the constable of Holmfirth, ancl 
ihAt M)o. Blyth said that as 800nas York Assizes were over, he 
would have him taken up and sent to York Castle, 88 he could 
imprison him there for six months. if he oould cia nothing else 
at him; I !!&id I had not told Mr. Blytb, but thM I had told 
Mr. Keeling and Mr. Charleswerlh; he replied it was a. very 
bad job, and asked if I had told them abootthe paper? I 
said I had. He. said he did Dot know how it JIluat be got over; 
ihat his life was in my hands, and it would not be amiss to tell 
a tie, _ SW88l' it, to· get otr. We then parted, and I did not 
see tAe fl1isoner agaiD till the night of the 22Bd. when I Pe
ceived: Ul& wound. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Hullock: }le. said one cOM'el'88tion 
took place Oll ihe 20th of July, BIlcl that before in May. These 
were the oDly (l()nversaUolls he had held with the prisQner on 
those subjects. He has not always gi.'Ven ihe same aooount of 
t.hls transaetion. An e~tion. was· macle thEt day after he 
was shot, and whi1& h& eonsidered his life in. ~. he ~ 
examined by two Magistrates, Mr. 8eott &Dd Mr. Annitage, 
but he could not recoHeet everything at that time. There was 

I 2 
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the same in bis examination, he faneied, then as now, but 
rather more to-day. He cannot tell-how long the Magistrates 
were with him, the examination was taken in writing by Mr_ 
SCQt,t, and witness signed it. He did not mention Schofield 
as one of the parties concerned in this transaction till three 
weeks or a month after it happened; it might be more. 

He told every person that asked him that he did not know 
that Schofield was one of the persons that attackedbim. His 
faculties were not complete when he was exafnined before the 
Magistrates, though he did not tell the Magistrates he was not 
in a condition to be -examined. Had got from his door about 
two hours and a half when the horse came trotting up. -They 
repeated -that they would not hurt him, and the only further 
conversation that had taken place was that in which they said 
they wanted him to -shew them the road to a man. He saw 
the horse 40 yards oft'. John Schofield ran away- as soon lIB 

he heard the sound of the horse~s feet; He soon lost sight of 
Sehofield, and never saw him again till- after he was appre
hended. The other man fItOpped, and he and witness had the 
conversation together after- Schofield ran away; it did not 
occupy many minutes. Witness then ran away, and the other 
man fired at him. Swears to Schofield both from his voice 
and bis person. Never told Schofield he knew him. 

Here the Counsel for the prisoner submitted that as the firing 
did not take place till after Schofteld had left the witness and 
the other man, and as there was no evidence, that it was in 
the contemplation of the prisoner to shoot him, the charge was 
not established, and there was in fact nothing to go to the Jury: 

This objection the judges over-ruled: on the ground, that 
the calling of Hinchliffe out of his bed, dragging him out of his 
home, and the fact of both the men being antled will. pistols, 
was a sufficient evidence that the prisoner was aiding and abet
ting the 1I.ilt of bis fellow. 

THoMAS RxNCHLIFFE the next witness called said :-1 am no 
rela.tion to the last witness, but his neighbour. 1 heard a noise 
on the night John Hinchli1fewa.s shot, hut 1 do not recollect 
what day of the month it was; at first 1 could make nothing 
of the noise, I think it was the voice of two persons I heard, 
but whether it was in an enquiring or declaring voice, 1 cannot 
tell. I heard and knew John Hinchlift'e's voice, I tho1!ght I 
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heard John HinchliWe say-Witness to my body. I then heard 
a fire-piece go oft' almost directly. I heard John Hinchlift'e 
call out, "Tom! Tom! Tom! a man has shot my eye out." I 
got up and unlocked the door as soon-as I could, and let John 
Hinchlift'e in: He said, "My eye is b1ll'l!t all to bits;" he bled 
hard, I do not know how long he remained in my house. 

In his cross-examination the witness said, that by his clock 
it was better than half-past eleven; he had been in bed some 
time, but does not know whether he had been asleep or not_ 

FlwiCIS FuELING, an officer at the Whitechapel Oftiee, in 
London, said :-In consequence of a hand bill received from 
Huddersfield, I went OD board the I~, of New York, 
bound for America, on the 6th of August,· and found the pri
soner, 8choneld; the ship was lying iD the London Dock. I 
asked him if his name was John 8chofield? and he said it 
was; I asked him how long he had left the country? he said 
about a fortnight. I then asked him what part of Yorkshire 
he came trom? and he said Netherthong, near Huddersfield. 
I asked him if he knew anyone besides himself in that neigh
bourhood of his name? he said he knew nobody of that name 
but his father. I asked him if he knew John Hinchlift'e of that 
neighbourhood? he said he did not, nor he had never heard of 
the name. I then shewed him the hand bill I was in posses
sion of; he looked at it, and said that it was his name, and the 
place of abode he had left_ I told him under these circum
stances he must go before Sir Daniel Sykes the Magistrate. 
He was dressed e:mctly as he was described in the hand bill_ 

The hand bill was put in and read by the officer of the court. 
The witness, in continuation, said :-" On searching the 

prisoner's trunk, I found a light-coloured pocket handkerchief," 
which lftI produced in court; "the trunk was marked with hi. 
name, as well as the other packages belonging to him, and it 
contained only one handkerchief, two pairs of &toekings, and 

_1..! .... " a IWlCD. 

JOHN TBOMPSON, stated, that he was a clerk in Sir Daniel 
Sykes's offiees, he produced the examination of the prisoner, 
taken before that Magistrate, which was put in and read, it 
contained the same fact stated by the former witness, with some 
additional circumstanees, relating to his journey, and in it the 
priS9J1er denied all knowledge of John Binchlift'e. 
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JOSBPH Boot'f, ESQ. the Kagis&rate, proved the emmin,,&n 
of the prisoner taken before him ; it wae dated Ute 31st August, 
and stated, that he wae in bed at his father's house, at the 
time Hincblift'ewae said to have been shot, that he knows 
Hincblift'e well; that he le&i'ned him to sing, and that part of 
what Hincblift'e had said wae true. This gentleman also .tated, 
that he took the depositions of Hinchllil'e the day after he was 
wounded, and Hincblift'e thinking he had omitted some trivial 
circums\ances, he attended again with :Mr. Armitage. Hincb
lift'e was apparently in danger, and seemed to be under the 
iDiluenoo of fear, but DOt as he ooneeived the fear of death, he 
seemed perfectly rational in his answers; thetJ& depositions hAd 
been returned ·into court. 

ALEXANDEJ1 HOLYWOOD proved that in the morning of the 
2Srd July he had communicated to the prisoner and hiB father 
the circumstance of Hincblift'e having been shot, but that the 
son made no observations upon it. 
. The PmSONBB in his defenoo said,. he was not guilty of the 

oft'enee imputed kI him, and that he abseonded for fear of being 
sent to York for some eonV.rsatiOD he had held with John 
Hinchli1fe, as Mr. BIA the oonBtable, had tbreateued to send 
him thither, and not OD account of his having been eoncemed 
in shooting at Hinchliffe. 

Mr. HULLOClt moved Ute eourt, th~' the· CounBel. tOr Ute 
prisoner might be allowed the deposition taken by Mr. Beott, 
the 2Srd of July, with which re'luesi the court complied. 
These depositions, which were read by the Clerk of the court, 
aft.er stating the tnanner in which he (Hinehlift'e) had been 
ea1led ont of bed, and the firing the. pilltol. proceeded to Bay, 
that he did not bow the person who fired. and that the other 
person had his face. covered. • 

In the second deposition take,n·the 88ln8 d&y, he exprellllly 
states thai he had 110 koowledge of either of Ute persons; and 
the Judge having again called upon Mr. Boott, he stated that 
the prosecutor had tmiformly deelared to him at diftereId times, 
that he had no knowledge or suspicioD of either of the persona 
who. eame to his h01llle, and the first time he intimated thai he 
had this knowledge was whell Schofield wae before him on the 
31st of August. 

JOHN JAGGD proved that the prisoner wae in his father's 
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house at ten o'clock on the mght of the 2ind of July, and that 
during the time hewaa there, John Bchofield went up stairs 
with his, wife, as he said, to bed. 

CBAB.LlI:S BABDR had attended a religious meeting held at 
John Sehofield's father's; he saw the son about ten o'clock, 
who went to bed during the time he was there. 

CHARLES BARKER had been at a religious meeting at the 
house of the elder Bchotield, which concluded at half-past nine 
o'clock; when he came out of the parlour into the house, he 
MW the prisoner and his wife sitting on the hearthstone. 
Prisoner, soon after he went in, said to his wife, " Come, lass, 
let ua go to bed," and they both went up stairs which open 
into the house. Witness remained until half-past ten; on his 
return home he found some list was wanting to finish a job; 
he a.ceordingly returned to Schofi.eld, to borrow some; the old 
man was gone to bed, but his wife weighed it for him; during 
the time she waS' doing this, the prisoner called to her to bring 
him some water for his child; witness took it up stairs, and 
gave it to the prisoner, that was in bed; when he got home 
the clock wanted five minutes to eleven. 

MARY W OODHBAD stated, that on the night on which Hinch
li1I'e was shot, her husband was ill; they went to bed about ten 
o'clock; he continued to grow worse, and in about two houre 
she got up and went to Mr. Seholleld's house for a dose of 
Bateman's Drops; they were all gone to bed, but th9 old 
woman got up and opened the door, and got her the drops; 
she was to use them in sage tea. Mrs. Seholleld went up 
stairs to her son's room to get them, and the witness went to 
hold her the candle, and she saw the prisoner and his wife in 
bed; it was then twelve o'clock; the prisoner was her brother. 

The8e witnesses underwent a long cross-examination, but no . 
inconsistency came out to discredit their testimony. 

JOHN BROOK proved that Hinchli1l'e said in his hearing, the 
day he was wounded, that he did not know either of the per
sons who made the attack upon him; witness never knew the 
prisoner before he the witness came to York. 

Mr. ELl HOBSON, spoke in high terms of the prisoner's 
character. 

Mrs. MARY SOBOFlELD was called by the prisoner's counsel, 
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• 
she was merely asked if she was the mother of the prisoner ; 
that the counsel for the Crown might examine her if they choose. 

Mr. JOHN SCHOFIELD, the father, was put .in the witness 
box for the same reason, and Mr. Park cross-examined him at 
some length; the material part of his evidence was, that his 
son went from home about an hour after hearing that. Hinchlift'e 
was shot. 

After BARON THOMP80N had addressed the Jury, they retired 
out of court for half-an-hour, and on their return pronounced' 
the prisoner-NoT GUILTY. 

On Thursday evening, the 7th of January, the Grand Jury 
came into court, and after stating they had no more bills before 
them, enquired if any more were prepard ? 

"Mr. PABX.-" I shall, with leave of the court, answer the 
question put by the Grand Jury." 

Their LORDSHIPS bowed assent, and Mr. Park proceeded
" My learned friends and myself have examined the different 
cases which have not been presented to you, and considering 
that many of these people have acted under the influence of 
other persons, have, in the exercise of that discretion confided 
to us by Crown, declined at present to present any other bills 
before you; and, I hope, this lenity will produce its proper 
effects, and that the persons on whom it is exercised will prove 
themselves, by their future good conduct, deserving of it; but 
if it be abused, proceedings against them can be resumed." 

The court adjourned at half-past six o'clock to eleven o'clock 
on Friday morning. 
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FlUtlU, J~ 8. 

JOHN EADEN, aged 84; was tried for administering an un
lawful oath to Richard HoweII, at Barnsley, in the county of 
York, in the month of May last. 

The prisoner, as proved in evidence, had some conversation 
with HoweII about Luddites, and told HoweII he could make' 
an., man one, and in the course of two or three days after, the 
pnsoner renewed the conversation, by asking HoweII what he 
thought of what they had been talking about; (HoweII lodged 
in the house of and worked with the prisoner as a weaver at 
the time:) HoweII did not recollect, and prisoner said it was 
about the Luddites, and asked HoweII if he would be one; he 
said he would; prisoner then put a common prayer book into 
his right hand, and asked his christian name, and desired 
HoweII to repeat after him. Prisoner gave a paper to Howell, 
and told him to get it off as soon as he could, and he got it off 
accordingly. It purported to be the oath he had repeated to 
him, which was, that he was not to reveal any secrets of any 
brother or brothers, and that jf any traitors were amongst 
them, they were to be punished with death; HoweII kissed the 
book. The paper given by prisoner to HoweII was signed by 
prisoner in his own hand-writing. This 'was supported by 
another witness called Thomas Broughton, who had received 
the paper from HoweII on the 12th of June, and not under
standing its import, asked prisoner 'what the paper meant, and 
was informed by him that it was to form a regular organization 
in the county, to overturn the tyrannical system o'f government. 
Broughton 'was a weaver at BamSley, and acquainted with 
1I0well. . 

Mr. WILLLUdl, prisoner's counsel, took an objection on a 
point of law, that HoweII did not take the oath in earnest. 
The learned Judges over-ruled the objection. The indictment 
charged the prisoner with administering an unlawful oath. A 
witness was examined on the part ot the prisoner. A paper, 
purporting to be oath, was then put in and proved.* 

The jury, after consulting in the box, almost immediately 
returned a verdict of GUILTY. 

• For OOPl of Ule oath, eee Pile 12. 

B: 
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The next prisoners tried were :--JOHN BArNEs, the elder, 
aged 66; CHARLES Mn.NES, 22; J OaN BArNEs, the younger. 
34; WILLIAlII BLACKEBOROUGH, 22; GEORGE DUCKWORTH, 28; 
and ZACHARY .BAINEs, 15; all of Halifax, in the county of 
York, for administering an unlawful oath to John M'Donald, 
at Halifax, on the 8th of July last. 

It appeared that in July last, two persons were sent from 
Manchester (by Mr. Nadin, a very active police officer there) 
to Halifax, to discover offenders of the description charged in 
the indictment: and on the 8th of July last, John M'DonaId 
and John Gosling (the persons sent) arrived at Halifax, in con
sequence of that arrangement, and went to a public-house 
called the Crispin; there they dined, and afterwards went to 
look for lodgings, and then returned; the circumstance of the 
attack on Mr. Cartwright's mill was talked of at the Crispin. 
Prisoner MiInes was there, and M'Donald entered into conver· 
!;Stion with him on the hardness of the times; in the course 
of the conversation about the mill, MiInes said he knew the 
two men very well who were killed there, and spoke of the 
activity of a person who acted as an officer. M'Donald said, 
he would be as active as any of them, if they would twist him 
in or swear him in. MiInes said he had got many blank cart
ridges from a soldier; that he had been taken up but had got 
away, and stayed away three weeks. MiInes told M'DonaId he 
could get him sworn in; there was an old man lived near there 
who could swear him in, and had been in that way twenty years. 
M'Donald said he was willing. They sat together till it was 
dark, and then went together to Baines's house about ten at 
night; all the prisoners were there. Milnes told them that he 
(M'Donald) was a stranger, but a good fellow, and wished to 
be a brother. Old Baines then said, he must be handy about 
it, because he expected the watch and ward in before eleven 
o'clock. He said nothing more, but got a paper and a book 
about the size of a Testament; put the book into M'Donald's 
hands, and desired him to say after him. M'Donald said his 
name was John Smith, and repeated after Baines, who ap
pea.reci to read from the paper. 

M'Donald does not recollect many words, but it was-I, 
John Smith, must never reveal any brother's secrets, either by 
signs or words; and if any traitors arise up amongst them. 
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they were to put them. to death; and repeated. much more than 
he could recollect, and kissed the book. Prisoners were all 
sitting down until the oath was administering, when they all 
stood up. Zachary Baines, the boy, stood with his back 
agarnst the door, to keep it shut. M'Donald himself was 
afraid, lest the watch and ward should C()Dle; he however sat 
down, and said he would pay for something to drink for them. 
Old Baines said he expected, the watch and ward, and they had 
bette.r go; that one of the neighbours had reported to the 
magistrates what sort of a house he kept, and was afraid of 
watch and ward; all the prisoners but old &ines a.nd the boy, 
went with M'Donald to the Crispin; Duckworth left him at 
the door; the said three went in. Gosling (the said police 
assistant) came in almost immedi(l.tely after, and sat drinking 
together; . M'Donald told Gosling,. in the presence of \hese 
prisoners then in the house, that he had been twistea in, and 
they said, yes they had. IIJld Milnes said he had introduced 
them. A day or two afterwards they met again, when M'Donald 
told Gosling, that is the old man that twisted me in; Baines 
said he ,had, and put his hand up and said they must be eau. 
tious where they said that; hush! his eyes had been opened. 
a matter of three-and-tw~ty years. This was confirmed· by 
Gosling. 

Mr; JOSEPH NADlN is a polioo-ofiicer at Manche&ter, he stated 
that the t,WG witnesses who had been examined 011 the part of 
,the prosecution, had been employed by him to go to Halifax 
and other places, for the pnrpose of detecting persons. in the 
habit of administering illegaJ. oaths. 
, On the part of the prisoD6rs,separate alibi w&e set. up for 

each of them. supported by witnesses, apparently ~C01lIlected 
with each other. 

JOHN THOMAS, a master shoemaker, and THOW,.&, COQK~, 
his apprentice, deposed that John Baines, the younger, was 
working at his shop at.Luddenden, on the 8th of July, the day 
swom to by John M'Donald, and that he remained all night at 
their house. Luddenden is about four miles from Halifax. 

WILLIAM LONGBOTTOM, who lives at OntIane, six miles from 
Halifax, had occasion to come to Halifax on some businesil, 
and remained there over the night of the 8th of July, where 
he slept at the prisoner's (George Duckworth's) father's; on 

xi 
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the night of the 8th of July was with the prisoner George 
Duckworth, the whole of the evening, and could undertake to 
swear that he was not at the house of John Baines, the elder, 
that night. 

W ILLlAM DUCKWORTH spoke to the fact of the last witness 
being at his house on the 8th of July, and remaining there all 
night. ' 

TlIOMAS ELWALL is son·in-Iaw to John Baines, the elder; is 
a private in the 83rd regiment; was at his house on the 8th 
'of July last; went about eight o'clock and remained until 
twelve at night, and during that period no person came into 
the house except Zachary Baines, his brother; being asked 
how he- eould amuse the old man 80 long? he said he had been 
in the Easi Indies, and though he had often told the story 
before, the old man liked to hear it again and again. 

HAxNAH CROWTBEB, of Halifax, stated, thft.t she saw Blake
borough on the 6th of July last, and it was proposed to go to 
Saddleworth on the 8th of July, to his brother's; that they 
went on the day appointed, in the morning, andremained'there 
ten days. Witness paid ninepence a day during the time she 
was there; paid between eleven and twelve shillings when she 
came, away, to the prisoBer's brother. Witness is generally 
t'mployed in burling cloth. 

JOHN BLAXElIOROUGB stated the facts as deposed to by the 
'lMt witness, 88 to his brother coming to ~ house on the 8th 
of July; that he remained there ten days. The last witness, 
Hannah Crowther, was there; she had money to pay for her 
board, but she did not pay him any. 

After a charge from the Judge, the Jury retired for some 
rune, and then returned into court, and found a verdict of 
GUILTY against all the prisoners, except Zaehary BaiDes, who 
was acquitted. 
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SATURDAY, Jaff,uary 9. 

TRIAL OF THE PERSONS CHARGED WITH BJJ:lNG CONCERNED IN 
THE ATTACK ON MR. CABTWBIGHT'S MILL, AT RAWFOLDS. 

JAMES HAIGH, of Dalton, aged 28; JONATHAN DEAN, of 
Huddersfield, aged 80; JOHN OGDEN, of Huddersfield, aged 
28 i JAMES BROOK, of Lockwood, aged 26; JOHN BROOK, of 
the same place, aged 22; THOMAS BROOK, of the same place, 
aged 82; JOHN WALKER, of Longroyd Bridge, aged 81; and 
JOHN HmST, of Liversedge, aged 28; were indicted for having, 
in company with GEORGE MELLOR, WILLIAM THOBPE, and 
THOMAS SMITH, and one hundred persons and upwards, to the 
jurors unknown, riotously assembled on the night of the 11th 
of April, and having begun to demolish a certain water-mill, 
occupied by Mr. William Cartwright, situate at Rawfolds, in 
the parish of Liversedge. 

The three last persons mentioned in the indictment were 
executed for the murder of Mr. Horsfall, the preceding day. 

The prisoners pleaded-NoT GUILTY. 
The following gentlemen, composing the jury, were then 

BWom:- . 
I8AAC m:WTON 
JOHN JUCKLETHWAITE 
,GODPD~P~ 

WlLloLUl I'ABKEB 
HENRY POPPLEWl!:LL 
GERVAS SEATON . 

CHBISTOPHER SMITH 
MBEBT STUBBING 
RIOHARD TOTTIE 
THOMAS TOOTAL 
RICHARD WADDINGTON 
HENRY WILKINSON 

Counsel for the Crown: Mr. PARK, »r. TOPPING, Mr. 
HOLBOYD, and Mr. RIOHABD80N. 

Counsel' for .the Prisoners: Mr. BaoUGILUI, ]b. HtrLLOOK, 
and Mr. WILLWIS. 

The JURY desired to have a list of the pri8Oll6l'8, which was 
delivered to them.. 

All the wif.ue8ses, both on the part of the crown and of the 
prisone1'8, were direeied to withdraw. 

Mr . PARK said he should be under the :oeeeslrity of frequently 
mentioning the names ()f the mlforlUD&te men DOW no more, 
whieh he did not from a wiBh to say anything harsh of ibeIa, 
but. because it was unavoidable. 
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Mr. RIOBABDSON. Opened the indictment, and Mr. PARK 
stated the case on the part of the prosecution, and called the 
following witnesses :- . 

Mr. WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT examined by Mr. Topping. He 
stated, that on the 11th April last, he was in possession of a 
mill at Rawfolds, in the township of Liversedge, in the West
Riding. Had been in possession of it nearly three years. It 
was a Water Mill, erected for the express purpose of finishing 
cloth by machinery. Previous to the 11th of April he had 
been apprehensive, or rather he expected an attack being made 
upon it, and inconsequence of this expectation he had takeJI. 
such measures for its security and protection as he thought 
best adapted to the purpose. He had slept in the mill for six 
weeks previous to the attack, and bad procured musketry and 
ammunition, and several of his workmen slept iD the mill for 
the week immediately preceding the attack. Witness had beds 
in the mill, and himself slept in the counting .. house. On the 
11th of April last, which was Saturday, he had in the mill ave 
soldiers and four of his own people besides himself. Witness 
retired to bed twenty-five minutes past twelve o'clock; in a 
quarter of an. hour he beard the dog bark furiously; it was on 
the ground floor, and had been placed there for the purpose of 
giving the alarm, on the approach of any person in the night
time. He got out of bed supposing the dog had given a false 
alarm, because he expected the first alarm to proceed from the 
watch at the outside of the building. As soon as he opened 
the door he was astonished by a heavy fire of musketry, ac
companied by a violent breaking of the yindows on the ground
floor; the ·crash was considerable; a violent hammering was 
at the same moment commenced at the door, and a part.of the 
assailants went. round to the other door at· the end of' the 
building. One side of the mill was protected by a pond of 
water, and .on that side there was only a narrbwJootpath.' Mr. 
Cartwright proceeded to state that they flew to their arms in· 
stantly. ,which had· been piled the night before; they had not 
time to put on any of their clothes, nor .did he tbiDk of it, bllt 
'commenCed ,a brisk firing. 

A bell ha.ci been put upon the roof fur the purpose of giving 
alaI'tn to a small detachment of cavalry stationed: in the neigh
bourhood. This bell was immediaklyrung, bat 1)JlfottQDately 
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the rope broke. They fired through loop-holes which were in 
an oblique direction with respect to the interior of the building, 
but which commanded the front of the building.· The firing 
was kept up regularly by the people out of. doors for a consider
able time. He continued to hear the most violent crashing. 
and hammering against the doors and oooa"ionally heard loud 
ories of "Bang up, lads," "In with you," "Are· you in?" 
" Keep close," " D- the bell, get to it and silence it." The 
bell-rope broke almost immediately on the first ringing of it, 
but so important did he consider it that it shoilld continue to 
give the alarm, that he ordered two men to get upon the roof 
to ring it. Mr. Cartwright said he heard distinctly the expres
sions, " In with you, lads." ~'D- them, kill them every one." 
The number of people appesred ilonsiderable. A constant 
firing on'both sides coIitinued for some time, he could not form 
a correot opinion as to the time, but from the number of shots 
fired by them he supposed it must have occupied as much as 
twenty minutes. After the firing from without had slackened, 
they abated theirs within, with a view to save the effusion of 
blood. He then heard a confused alarm on <lne side as if an 
attempt was making to carry off the wounded men. After th4; . 
Drfug had ceased he heard the cries of the wounded men. The 
people in going off appeared· to divide and take different roads, 
but both of them leading ultimately towards Huddersfield. 
Witness would not for a moment have delayed giving assist
anee to the wounded after their companions had left the ground, 
had he not considered it imprudent to open the doors before the 
arrival of some person who could witness the situation in 
which the building and doors were, this he thonght a necessary 
precaution, as in the state of mind in which many persons were 
towards him. The first person that came was a Mr. Cookell, 
and the doors were then opened. They found two men wounded 
of whom as much care was taken as the bustle and oonfusion 
would allow. Mr. Cartwright then proceeded to describe the 
situation of the mill after the attack: the' windows on the 
ground floor were entirely broken with the exception of nine 
squares of glass, out of three hundred, and the wood work of 
the windows was damaged so much as to be entirely useless, 
and all the frames ,were obliged to be taken out, one of the 
doors was almost litwally. chopped topieoes, and holes. made 
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in it that a man might put his hand through; in. striking at tAe 
door they sometimes appeared to have st.roek the stone-work 
about the door. The other door had suft'ered no injury. The 
windows in the upper story had also su1fered cODsiderable. 
damage. The building which was of stonA had received a 
number of shots, the marks of whioh were visible. A number 
of implements used in the atiack were found by himself arid. 
work·people the next morning. Mr. Hullock merely asked. 
some questions to ascertain whether Mr. Cartwright was the 
sole occupier of the mill, which he answered in the affirmative. 
lLr. Cartwright said he was not able to speak to the person of 
any individual concerned in the attack. In answer to a queatiOll 
from the bAnch, he stated that all the fra.mes of the windows 
on the ground floor were so much damaged as to be obliged to 
be taken out. Mr. Cartwright produced a large bag 1illed with 
hatchets, mauls, hammers, masks and other implements used 
in the work of destruotion, also the butt end of a musket, and 
a man's hat which was fOund in the mill-dam. 

JAMBS SANDS waS next called, who proved the finding of 
most of the articles contained in the bag produced by Mr. 
Gartwright, on the morning after the attack. 

JAMBS WILXINSON found a bag in the mill-dam, the morning 
of the attack about Dve o'olock, wibess picked up some of the 
instruments produced by Mr. Cartwright, near the mill, some 
of them were found in the inside of the mill. 

WlLLLUI HALL stated, that he was a cropper, remembers 
the Saturday on which Mr. Cartwright was attacked; witneas 
worked '" John Wood's at LongroydBridge, near Huddersfield, 
none of the prisoners worked there; he knows Joshua Dickin
son, who is a cropper, saw him about the middle of the day 
at John Wood's shop; Sowter was there at that time, he came 
to bring powd.er od ball, none of the prisoners were there ; he 
brought a good bit of powder , about a pint, and a good deal. of 
ball, the powder was in paper, and the ball in a little bag; he 
also brought two or ~ ball-cartridges; gave him directiona 
what to do, and in consequence of these directions he went to 
a field beloDging to Sir George Armitage; he went with Smith 
and George Dyson, and overtook George Brook, of Lockwood; 
got to Sir aec.ge!e field about ten o'clock, found there two or 
tllnIe score people ooUec*ed when be got there; remained th$l8 
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a good part of an hour, and during that time a numherof other 
persons joined them; could Bot state the number, but there 
was a good deal more than 8 hundred. Witness stated, that 
before they left the field they called over the people, not by 
name, but by numbers, each person answering when his num
ber was called; witness was No. 7; there was a man to put 
them in order. They were formed into companies; witness 
was in the pistol company. Mellor and Thorpe were the men 
who formed them into 8\ line ; there were two companies of 
pistol-men; there was also a company of musbt-men, which 
marched first, they were two deep and ten in breast; witness 
was in the pistol-company; George Rigg and witness were or· 
dered to go last and drive them up, and see that none went 
back. They went all in a line over Hartshead Moor, and in 
this manner went to Rawfolds. Witness said, they assembled 
at a place where there was an article called the Dumb.steeple. 
Witness said, there were hatchet-men, and· others who had 
sticks, and others who had nothing at all; there were also 
hammers and mauls. When they got to Rawfolds, they were 
stopped and formed into lines, thirteen abreast; Mellor formed 
the musket company, Thorpe formed the next company. The 
witness was desired to look at the bar, and point out the parsons 
whom he saw there, named James Haigh, Jonathan Dean, John 
Ogden, James Brook, John Brook, John Walker, and John 
Hirst, he did not see Thomas Brook there. They formed into 
8 line, and then advanced towards the mill. There {vaS a gaod 
deal of firing from the inside of the mill; witness was amongst 
the last, when he got up to it they were breaking the windows 
and doors; heard Mellor call out, "The door is open," "Fire 
at the bell;" heard one call out, "There is a man shot," saw a 
man lying on the ground, did not know him. Witness fired 
twice into the mill. The tiring on both sides continued a con" 
siderable time. The door in the. front was cut through, but 
not opened. Witness only saw one person on the grourid; 
when the firing ceased they got away as fast as they could, he 
went through th~ beck in the direction to Hightown; S8tW 

Hirst going from the mill to Hightown. Overtook James 
Dyson, saw none of the other prisoners going from the milt 
Did not see any person without a hat. There was a hat 
brought to John Wood's shop by Thomas Brook, who told him 

L 
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to get it to the place it belonged to, if he could, and referred 
him to George Mellor; as the person who would inform him to 
whom it belonged. Mellor tolll the witness, ,that he did nOt 
know where he was until he got to Hightown, and that he ea.lled 
at Samuel Naylor's. Witness said, ·he did not remember 
stopping on the road or any.af the party stopping, nor heard 
them ask for anything on the road. Sir George Armitage's 
field, where they assembled, was about three miles from Mr. 
Cartwright's mill. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Williams: Witness said it was a 
pretty fair night for seeing, it was no1: very dark, and he could 
know a. man at a moderate distance, within a ya.rd or two; He 
said he saw the prisoners in the field of Sir George, does not 
know whether he saw them after, he saw them when they were 
standing together, not in ranks, and had not seen them before 
they got to this field, which was the place appointed for them 
to assemble at. . Witness knew MelIor and Thorpe before the 
day on which the attack was made; witness said he had seen 
Haigh at a public-house kept by Robinson, but did not desire 
a person of the name of Berry, or any other person to point 
ani Haigh to him, and had never said tbt be did not know 
Haigh'; had known him before; eould distinguish a good many 
persons there by their voices; saw the men he had spoken of in 
Sir George Armitage's field; did not see them at the place 
where they halted. ' 

On his re-examination he said, that being ordered to see 
that none of the persons went back, he could state that only 
two persons left them, and they let them go because they were 
sick and would do them no good. 

JOSEPB DRUE, examined by Mr. Topping: I am a cloth
dresser, and worked at the time of the attack on Mr. 
C&rtwright's mill, at John Drake's. He went with Job 
Walker and Jonathan Dean, from Jonathan Dean's house, set 
oft' about ten o'clock at night, had been acquainted with them 
some iime. They were to meet in a field of Sir George 
Armitage's; as they went, they overtook many persons going 
to the same place, but did not overtake any of the prisoners; 
when they arrived at the place of meeting they found a con
siderable number of persons collected, from one hundred and 
thirty to one hundred and fifty; did not see any of the prisoners 
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there in Sir George's field. They were m1l8tered in companies, 
cannot say who it was that mustered them, were called over by 
numbers, and placed two by two. A good number of them 
had arms. Witness was in the pistol companies; did not know 
how many companies there might be. There were companies 
of musket-men and pistol·men, there was also a company of 
hatchet-men; when they were put in order, they marehed to 
Mr. Cartwright's mill. Witness did Dot go to the mill, but 
halted within about sixty yards of it. Never saw the prisoner 
Dean after they left Sir George Armitage's field, but did not 
see him go away. Witness when he was at the place where 
they halted heard a good deal of firing, many of the party 
stopped behind. Witness had a pistol part of the way, but 
had not a. pistol when they halted, he had then no arms. The 
main body prooeeded to the mill; the firing was loud, could 
DOt hear the breaking of the windows for the noise of the firing ; 
the firing continued from a quarter of an hour to twenty min
utes. Dean had a hammer with him, and was solicited to go 
by John Walker, who had a pistol with him, and a smock-frock 
on; did not know James Haigh; knows Thomas Brook, first 
saw him near Hightown on their return. The party went oft' 
in dift'eren* directions. Witness went towards Hightown; 
Thomas Brook had nothing with him when he saw him; had 
seen him before, his clothes were very wet. Witness thought 
he said he had been in the mill-dam, and he was without hat. 
George Mellor was with him, they stopped a.t Samuel Naylor's, 
and a hat was borrowed there for Thomas Brook. Mellor was 
the person who borrowed the hat, and he went along with them; 
they stopped ai another place neal' Clifton, where they asked 
for some muffins and water; a woman gave them some out of 
the window. The hat was delivered to them by Samuel 
Naylor's wife. Witness knew John Ogden (another of the 
prisoners), bad known him before the 11th of April, met with 
him at Hightown -after the attack, had not seen him before; he 
had a pistol with him and nothing else, he said he had been at 
the attack a* the mill; they parted with him before he got to 
Cowcllif. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Brougbam: he said it was a very 
dark night before they fell into ranks at Sir George Armitage's 
field; the field was nCM" a lane that occupied a considerable 

L 2 
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space; it was also near 8. lane that went up by the side of a. 
wood, remained there a quarter of an hour, it was then very 
dark. 

BENJAMIN WALKER, (the accomplice in the murder of Mr. 
Horsfall) stated that he was one of the party who went to 
Rawfolds mill on the night the attack was made upon it, he 
went with George MelIor, William Thorpe, and Thomas Smith, 
(the unfortunate men who had been exeeuted) to Sir George 
Armitage's field, saw none of the prisoners there, nor before 
they got there, he WM No. 18, they were there formed into 
divisioLs. Menor's company was the first, and was chiefly 
armed with guns, the next company was armed with pistols. 
George Mellor had the command of the first company, and 
Thorpe of the second. Saw the prisoner Jonathan Dean in 
going from Sir George Armitage's field, between that place and 
the spot where they halted, it was nearly at the mill; witness 
continued in the first company armed with muskets, there was 
8. good deal of firing; witness fired his pieee. Witness saw 
Booth who was wounded, and is since dead; he did not see any 
other peJ'Bon wounded. Witness saw Jonathan Dean in his own 
house the morning the attack was over, about six o'clock in the 
morning, he was in bed, and his hand was bleeding, he told 
him he had got hurt, but did not tell him where, said he had 
got hurt in the finger with a shot, but witness had no further 
conversation with him. 

Witness stated that as they returned they stopped at a place 
where they borrowed a hat for Thomas Brook (one of the prison
ers); it was at Hightown they stopped. Thomas Brook told 
him he had lost his hat in the mill-goit; he said he had fallen 
in, his clothes were very wet. Saw John Walker between Sir 
George's close and where they halted near the mill; he had a 
pistol with him, and saw him again some time after that. Saw 
J ames Haigh in the field of Sir George Armitage; thought he 
had· a maul; saw no other of the prisoners there. Witness 
knows the village of Clifton ; got BOme muffins and water there, 
(which were given them by a woman); was armed with a gun 
and pistol; he gave the gun to Varley. WitneBB had a mask 
on that night, and some other persons were also disguised with 
masks. Melior ordered him to burn his, which he did. The 
Counsel for the prisoners did not ask any questions of this 
witness. 
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JOSEPB SoWDEN stated that he was a workman at John 
Wood's shop at Longroyd Bridge; remembers the attack upon 
Cartwright's mill. Witness knows Jonathan Dean and John 
Walker and the three Brooks. Witness never heard anything 
persona.lly from them of what passed at Cartwright's mill; 
never saw them for ten weeks after; had some conversation 
with John Wa.lker the beginning of the week following; the 
oonversation happened at John Wood's shop; he heard him 
say, not directing his discourse to the witnes, that he had a 
horse-pistol; that he was standing looking in at a window and 
a ba.ll came and stmck the crown of his hat, and that he put 
his hand into the window, and fired his pistol at the place the 
1lash proceeded from, and said, "I was determined it should 
go if my hand went with it." Nothing further was said. 
Previous to thahttack, Jonathan Dean and John Walker were 
the first that proposed to commence the frame-breaking system, 
in imitation of the frame-breaking at Nottingham, and who 

• came with a person to request them personally to consult, con
trive, and adopt plans for the destruction of machinery, on the 
same principle as had been done at Nottingham. Nothing at 
tllat time was said about Mr. Cartwright's mill, the application 
was first made in the way of solicitation, but afterwards in a 
threatening way. Nothing was said in his hearing of the in
tended attack on Mr. Cartwright's mill. Witness said, so far 
from approving of these proceedings, he always detested them. 
Witness net'er heard anything from Brook on the subject. 

Mr. HULLOOX.-" Detesting as you did, these proceedings, 
why did you not instantly give information of them ?" 

SOWDEN.-" Because I did not conceive they would ever come 
to the pass they did." 

Mr. HULLOOX.-" But when you found they had come to 
that pass, why did you not then inform P why should you con
ceal these enormities so long in your own breast ?" 

SoWDEIV-"I acted as every other person in the circum-
stances, and with my spirit, would have acted." 

Mr. HULLoox.-" Pray, sir, what kind of a spirit have you ?" 
SOWDBN.-" A timid spirit." 
Mr. HULLoox.-" But it seems you timidly at last gave way. 

How was it you at length summoned up courage to make a 
disclosure ?" 



102 LUDD mOH. 

8oWDEN.-" When I was questioned upon oath, I was then 
obliged to speak the truth, and leave the circumstanees." 

Witness stated that it was the 24th of October that he first 
disclosed his knowledge of the circumstanoes he had given in 
evidenoe. 

MABy BROOK lived at Clifton in April last ; remembers the, 
night of Rawfolds stir; some persons came to the door that 
night, and asked to buy some bread; she got up and gave them 
muffins and a pitcher of water through a pane that was broken, 
and they gave her threepence for them. Witness did not see 
any of the persons. 

Mrs. SAlWI NAYLOB lives at the top of Hightown, is a 
married woman; remembers in the night of the attack on llr. 
Cartwright's mill, that some persons called at her house and 
asked· her to lend a man a hat, which she did; does not know 
any of the persons who called at her house • 

. Rl(nwu> ~AT'rEB8ALL practises surgery, and lives at Lepton, 
which is about four miles and a·half from Huddersfield; re
members some person cOming to his house on Sunday the 12th 
of April, and saw him again on the Tuesday followiDg; only 
saw him during the time he dressed his wound; Witness after
wards saw the same person at Mr. Radcllil'e's and knew him 
again. Witnese then was desired to look at the bar and pom 
him out, if he was there. Witness looked at the bar and 
pointed out James Haigh. The first time James Haigh came 
to his house was about four o'cloek, he said he wanW a wound 
dressing. The wound was on the right shoulder, at the back 
part; it was about an inch deep ; it was not a perforation, but 
an open wound. His shirt was bloody; at the edge of the 
wound there was some lint; the wound was more wide than 
d~p, and was a largish wound. Haigh said he came from 
Dalton, and the wound was oeeasioned by a stone. Witn8118 
said nothing to him, but dre88ed his wound; it appeared to be 
a bruise, and it appeared as if it might have been done by a 
stone. It appeared to be a fresh wound; sewed up at each end 
and in the middle, he took three stitches in the whole. Haigh 
did not tell him his name. The Judge asked some questions 
to ascertain whether the wound was a perforation or BD open 
wound, but the· witnese persisted in asserting that it was BD 
open wound. 
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JOSBPH CULPAlf lives at Penistone Green, in a lone house ; 
it is fourteen miles from Huddersfield; knows a place called 
Dalton, which is-about twelve miles from his house. Witness 
has a relation lives at Dalton, of the name, of· Ardron; saw 
him in April last, he came to his house; there was another 
person with him; it was on the 15th of April, between twelve 
and one at night. The witness was in bed. After some con
versation, his wife and he got up, that they might lay down; 
had only one bed in the house. Witness said the person who 
was with his relation was James Haigh. Witness thinks that 
Haigh said he had been hurt; but the witness seemed extremely 
unwilling to give any aooount of what had passed. Witness 
said they got up at five o'clock in the morning, and after some 
trifling breakfast, set oft' with his relation, Ardron, to go to 
Ardron's ~other, who lived at Willow Bridge, leaving Haigh 
at his house. The purpose of their ,visit was to prepare for 
James Haigh going there. Haigh remained at the witness's 
house until the next day in the afternoon. Ardron's mother 
lived about a mile from his house and thirteen from Dalton. 
No questions were asked of this witness by the prisoners 
counsel. 

TBoJU.S A'rKJNSON went to James Haigh's house at Dalton, 
on the 28rd of April, to apprehend him; found nobody in the 
house ; there were some brewing vessels containing liquor which 
had, been in a state of fermentation, but which had completely 
gone oft'. Witness to1lDd th& door locked, and broke it. In 
consequence of some information, witness went to Tattersall, 
th& country surgeon, and from thence to Penistone, from Peni
stone to Ardron's mother, from thence to Wragby, and from 
Wragby to Methley, where he apprehended James Haigh; the 
distance from Methley to Dalton in a direct line' is nineteen 
miles, but by the circuitous route he went was considerably 
more. Witness found him at his brother-in-law's; he was 
wounded in the shoulder. Witness took him before a magis
trate; asked him no questions respeeting the manner in which 
he was wounded. Witness stated that the prisoner's shirt was 
taken oft' at Mr. Radc)jft'e's, who gave him one of his. The 
shirt being shewn to Major Gordon, he stated it as his opinion, 
that the rent had been made by a musket-ball; James Haigh 
heard this, but made no observations upon it. The shirt had 
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been mended" the prisoner said by his wife; it was produeed 
in court. 

:Mr. MIOHAEL BENTLEY stated, that he remembers seeing 
the prisoner, James Ha.igh, in April last; saw him first at the 
witness's own house, where he shaved him; it, was the da.y 
before he was taken u~n Sunday; witness said he appeared 
to be hurt in the shoulder, he thought it was the left shoulder; 
witness asked him no questions about his wound, but he asked 
him if he was one of the Ludds, to which he gave him 'no sort 
of an answer. 

Mr. ALLIsoN, the solicitor, was called to prove the examin
ation of Jonathrul Dean, but it appearing that some expectation 
had been held out to him that it might be for his advantage to 
make a di.solosure, Mr. Park said he would give it up. 

The smmination of John Hirst being proved, was put in 
and read, in which he admitted that he went to Bawfolds; and 
hearo some firing. , 

Mrs. FANNT MILLs knows James Brook one oUhe prisoners, 
and lives near him; a window only parts the two doors. After 
the morning of the attack on Mr. Cartwright's mill, witness 
said she saw nothing particular, but a deal of Whispering. 
James Brook was' telling a very sorrowful tale, as she could 
tell by the motion of his hands. There' were many of the 
shearmen going to and from 'the house; they were men who 
worked at their shop. Witness knew that if she went in they 
would give over talking; hUDg back, and heard Je.mes Brook 
sa.y-" Of all the dismal dins that ever man heard, it was the 
most dismal; they might hear it for half a mile; and he would 
be clammed (hUDgered) to death before he would be in such a 
stir.~' 

On her cross-examination, she said that her husband had 
procured James Brook to be apprehended, and had brought an 
action against him, with £100 damages; but, she said, he had 
never expressed to anyone any desire of being revenged 'upon 
him, or anything of that sort. This witness, closed the case 
on the, part of the prosecution. 

On the'prisoners being called upon fOt" then: defence, James 
Haigh and J onathan Dean said they were not guilty, but left 
their defence. to their coUDSel. John Ogden said he was never 
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in company with them. James Brook said he was not in the 
aft'air. Thomas Brook said he was never at the place; and 
John Brook and John Hint repeated that they were not guilty. 

DEFENCE OF THE PRISONERS. 

The following witnesses were examined on the part of the 
prisoners :-

ABBAX BKRBY stated that he knew James Ha.igh, that he 
was in his company shortly after the last York Assizes, at a 
public-house kept by a person of the name of Robinson, a 
person whom he did not know, but who said his name was 
Hall, asked him. [The Court here said, unless the witness 
could state that the person who so accosted him, was the 
William Hall who had been examined on the part of the pro
secution, it could not be received as evidence.] William Hall 
and a number of other persons were brought into court, and 
he was desired to point out the person with whom he had that 
conversation, but the witness after looking at them, said he 
could not point him out. 

TuoJUS ELLI80N said he was a woolstapler, and lives at 
Loekwood, knows the prisoner JameeBrook, who lives with . 
his father, at Lookwood, remembers the aft'air of Mr. Cart· 
wright's mill, remained at Huddersfield until nine o'clock, and 
on his return stopped at a tavern ealled the Spring Gardens, 
where he remained until half-past ten o'clock, from thence to 
his own house was rather more than a. quarter of a mile. In 
his way home he saw the prisoner, had some conversation with 
him, overtook him opposite his own house as he was going home, 
this was a quarter past twelve o'clock. Has known JameR 
Brook all his life, and there is not a man in Lookwood has a 
better character. Loekwood is abc;>ut seven or eight miles from 
Bawfolds mill. Had Bome talk with him. Witnesa was here 
questioned by Mr. Park, whether Hr. Blaekbu.rn, attorney, had 
not communicated to him some particulars relative to the trial ? 
Witness said he had not; had seen Mr. B1ackburn, but tile 
only question he put to him was, whether an the witnesses were 
forthcoming. 

GEOBGE AmuUGE lives at Lockwood, remembers the even..
ing of the 11th April, was down at Huddersfield, reWmed 

M 
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aeuly at twelve o'clock, BaW t1uI .last witDe8s 'J.Ilrmnu EUieon. 
Witness called upon James Brook at his "tber'8 house, got 
there some tUne near twelve o'o1ock,saw JlIoDles Brook siiting 
near the fire and had some talk with him, his father called out 
to him. Rawfolds mill is about eight miles from Lockwood. 
Witness heard of the attack on Rawfolds mill the next morning. . 

Witness on his eroas-exam.inaQon, said, he did not hear of 
the attack before he went to bed. Had seen Thomas Elli80n 
at Huddersield, he repeated that J a.tnes Brook was sitting by 
the fue..side, and he remembers looking ai the clock, and it 
wanted five minutes to twelve o'clock, it Wall within five minu~ 
of twelve he reeolleots it from Uw circanlsiance of hearing of 
the attack. on Rawfolda mill nen morning. Nothing oe<l1ll'1'OO 
till he was 81lIIliD.Oned to York 110 draw his attention to it. 

HAmlAH TwE:WLE knows Fanny Mills, lives very near her, 
heard her say she was determined to have the Brooks distressed 
before they came from that place, and that BOIlle of them m1llJt 
be hllDg6d before they left York. This furllhed the defence of 
James Brook. 

JOHN ELLIS worked for Thomas Brook in the spring of lasi 
year. worked for him at the period of the attack on Cartwright's 
mill. Thomas Ellel'lllan and lohn Vickerman were working 
upon his pMDises at the same time. Thomas Brook did not 
work at tbe.B1lear-board; tbMy were very busy at- this time ; saw 
hie IWI8ter in the evening of that day in which the attack was 
made; he worked until his master came to 1he shop and said it 
was nearly twehe o'clock, he then went into the ho11lle and drew 
hill wages, and tRen the clock atruek twelve. 

Oross-eramimd by Mr. Park: he said there was at that time 
no searci~ of work at Lockwood, ibay wre busy; the persons 
he had m6ll.tioned and himself· were ille only persons then em
ployed by the prisoner; cannpt remember any particmlar person 
oeming into the mop in tile oourse m Ule evening; received a 
one pound note, this wastlte sum he umally drew; Saturdlly 
was the oustomarypay-iClay. Much time was- eonsamed in 
CIlUlsticming *11e witness' 8S to a number of minute oiroumstances 
wheUler the.children were up,where they slept. where the wages 
were paid, who was paid first, to which his answers W6l'9 rath6r 
c.lODb!ed and inconsistent. ru said he was. working upon a 
)Iieaeo ,of plaiD. cloth, but .could not reeon~ Ule colour of it . . 
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In answer to a question frOm the :&neh, he said he had been 
working the' whble day.except when'he went to dinner. . 

RICHARD LEE knoWIJ J olm Walke'l' of Longroyd Bridge, has 
Jived with him nearly six years, lived with him in April last, 
went home between eigM and nine in the evening of the attack 
00 Rawfolds mill, remained a.t home the whole night. John 
Walker came in between ten and eleven o'clock at night ~ when 
he came home, went to fetch two barrows·of coals from HlmIlilh 
BIakey's, it was then about eWven o'clock; Joseph Walker 
went with him for the coals, when they had got the·ooalg it 
was turned eleven o'cloek. John Walk&' then sha.ved Joseph 
Walker who then 'Went to his own hOllse. John Walker slept 
in the lower part of the house arid he slept in the -chamber 
over it. Witness in the COlll'lll! of the night occasionldly heard 
him eoughand snore in bed. Nothing material esme out on 
his cross-examination. In &nBWm'to a question from the Jullge, 
he said that Joseph Walker came in about ten o'elook, and 
waited until John Walker came in to shave him, there was 
no one else in the hoU8e; therll 'Was no other person in the 
house except his wife, who told him they wanted coal/il; John 
Walksras'ked Joeeph ;Walker to go with him for the eoals. 

JOUPR W ALOft liTes at Huddersfield, remembers the stir 
at RawfoldB mIl .;' was at Lockwood the flight before; got there 
about half-past ten at night; The prisoner John Walker, asked 
him to assist him in getting 8. few cdalsfrom J. Blakey's; the 
wife's name was Hannah; fetc~d two 001"rO'Ws ,from Blakey"s, 
who lives about ,two hundred rll.l'ds from Jotm ~alker's. John 
Walker afterwards shlmld, 'him, and he'left hit! house twenI;y 
minutes before twelve. When he ~ot to Huddersfield he hearcl 
the town elOck strike twelve. When he got; to his own moOt, 
.w Riclwd Lee in the prisooe'l'ls hoUf!e. 

OrGIIs.exrmrined bl Mr:ToppiDg.-'-Loekwood. is betterf;han 
balf-trmi1e from HuddersfieM) the'l'e are barbers in 'Hudders
field, bat be 1llftys goes to JdMl Walker't! to he shaved. 
When he got there he wafI Mt in his chair and strapp~ his 
razor; went for the coals before he 'Was shaved. 

lI.utNm BLAJ[M stated, that Bet h'llsband was a mason, and 
that she 8Gld coals; knows the prisoner John Walker; remem
bers Raw£olds stir; saw the prisoner on that night come to 
fetch ~wo ba.rfon of coals; JOI'leph W8.lk« was with him; it 
was 80me time about eleven o'elock. 
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On her cross·examination, she said she was sure i. was:tbat. 
night; ~ways recollected that it was that. night, because the 
next morning she heard of the affair of Rawfolds mill. She 
also remembered from ,putting the coals down on a slate; did 
not pay for them. Never lent the prisoner a smock·frock iD· 
her life,.or ever lent one in her life to Drake. Witness repeated 
that she had always kept it in her recollection ~at it was the 
night of Rawfolds stir. In answer to questions from the Judge, 
she said John Walker had always bought his coals from her 
ever since she begun of selling; that they fetched them when 
they wanted them, so~etimes on Saturdays, and sometimes OD 

other days, but did not take any particm1ar notice .of any except 
the night she had spoken of, which she always keptj.n her re
collection. This witness finished the defence 88 fur as the 
above was concerned. A number of witnesses were then called, 
who spoke of all the prisoners 88 honest, industrious, &Dd 
peaceable men. 

SUMMING UP. 

Mr •• TUSTICE LE BLANC then summed up the evidence with 
his usual accuracy and precision. He stated ~t thisindiet· 
ment was, formed on a statute of George ill, made to supply 
the omissions- of a former act. By this act it was made a 
capital offence to demolish any Water·wind.mill, or mill of any 
other description, that, 'W8!B, or might be in future, erected; 
and it was also made a capital offence to begin to demolish any 
BUch rpill. There would, therefore, be two questions ior ~e 
jury to determine. First, whether the evidence given in the 
trial, and which he should recapitulate, satiafied them that 

, there was a beginning to demolish the mill. A ,mere breakiDg 
of the windows would not constitute that offence; but they 
:would consider whether the breaking of the frames of the 
windows, and the instruments that were used, did noi denote 
8.n intention to destroy the mill, and whether they had not, in 
fact, begun to carry this intention into effect? If they deter· 
mined this question in the affirmative, and which he could not 
state to be one in which there could be much doubt, they would 
then have to say.whether all the prisoners, or any of them, were 
present at this attack? Nor would it be necessary in .we en· 
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quiry ~ make out any speeifie acts 'of violence committed by 
any of the prisoners, because every person present on such an 
occasion, and who thereby 'contributed to' the general strength 
of the party, was in law eqruilly guilty with those who mighfo 
individually do the acts of violence alleged to have been done.' 
. His LGlU)sHIP, after stating the law with respect to the evi
deDoe of accomplices, and the degree of credit to which it was 
entitled, proceeded to recapitulate the evidence, making those 
observations which naturally arose from the facts related by 
the diflerent witnesses. 

His LOBDSHIP, in the course of his observations, spoke in 
warm terms of the firmness and spirit evinced by Mr. Cart
wright, in the defence of his property, and that it was an ex
ample worthy of being followed by every person placed in 
similar circumstances;' and which would prove the most 
eft'ectual and speedy method of suppressing all tumults and 
outrages of, this description. By this spirited conduct, the 
assailants were driven away without accomplishing their object. 
It will remain for you to consider whether they had DOt begun 
to demolish the mill. . 

His LOBDSHIP,' having finished his observations as to the 
aubject matter of the offence, proceeded to comment on the 
evidence, as it applied to the cases of the respective prisoners, 
noticing particularly those facts which confirmed the testimony 
of the accomplices; of these were the 'Wound in the shoulder 
of· James Haigh; the wound in the hand of Jonathan Dean ; 
and the cirCUIIlStance of Thomas Brook having lost his hat, 
stated by one of them, and his being seen without one, and 
having one borrowed for him in their return after the attack • 
. ,His LOBDSHIP then went through the witnesses called to 
establish an alibi on the part of the prisoners, a.ti.d particularly 
on the· disctepancy between' the evidence of Richard Hill and 
of J oseph Walker, called to prove an alibi for John WaIker; 
and on the inconsistencies of John Ellis, with respect to 
Thomas Brook. 

His LoBDSHIP concluded with recommending to the jury to 
weigh the evidence with serious deliberation; to consider its 
application to the different prisoners, and if \hey saw room for 
it, to make a discrimination between them. H they thought 
the evidence insufficient to convince them tbatany of the 
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prisoners were concerned in the ll\tack, they would 0 in that ease 
aoquit them; and if on the conh'ary, they thought it fully 
sufficient to satisfy them, weighing the evidence in fa.TODr of 
the prisoners, that they were all present at" the attack, "will 
in sueh ease be their duty to find them all guilty •. 

The J UltY retired out of court at six· cl efuek, and m oin hour 
returned into court, and pronounced J awes Haigh, J onatbari 
Dean, John Ogden, Thomas Brook, and John Walker, GuIX"l'Y~ 
and acquitted James Brook, John Brook, and John Hirst. 

TUESDAY, January 5. 
BtmGLARY Ar Upl'EB Wll1TLEY~ 

oJoaN Sw.u.:ww, JOD BA'rLEY, JOSEPJI FUllnm,and Jomt 
LmtB, were eharged. witb burglariausly entermg ~ houSe of 
Samuel Moxon, of: Upper Whitiey, and steaIiag therefrom 
several promissory notes, twelve shillings in silver, and a 
,nantity of butter. OD the 'foiuth" of July .last. 0 0 

Mr. PABX, said, that though tbiso1l'ence was a burglary, aDd 
in tba.t resped differed nothing from thOle ofi8nees which fre
quently oamie before 8'jt1ry; yet, it was evideilt, from o the 
number of pereons coo.cotDed in it a.o.dfrom the open violimee 
with which it was effected, that it &rose out of, and wu COD

nected with, that system of outrage and depredation which hacl 
1tDfortunately been tIO preTllleIUi brtbe West-Riding. 

WILLWIt MOX()M stated, that he lived at Upper Whitley, in 
the panfilh of Kir.khei.ton, with his falDer, -Samuel Moxon; 
witness's family COJ1!isted of hin:lI!Ie1:t', rie, two childrerl . and 
two S{)prentiees.On the night of the third, or tila ;morning 
of the fourth of J l1ly, he 'WM .,wakened hy -a load noise, and 
presently afterhem!d: the repor\ of a gun, and tDe -breaking of 
the windows, accompanied with cries of "Open tbe door," <ill 
the door being opened by tbe Witness, .. man rushed in, he was 
disguised, au.d had 8. pistol in his hand-;oll ent.er1ng 'lI.e said, 
fJ Your rooMY in .. moment," at the.am.e time, he:pni the 
pistol to his; brea.st.· I • - 0 0 

. Wit.neet{old. them he had goh6l'Y 1iitIe D:tooey iD -fa hoUBe, 
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88 he bad been paying for some wood at Huddersfield, and that 
he had only a guinea. note and some silver in the house. " I 
must have it," replied the man, still holding the pistol to hls 
breast; witness then went into his bedroom followed by the 
robber; witness took a guinea note and some silver out of a 
cupboard and gave it to him. In the meantime some more of 
the party had. entered the house, and the man with the pistol 
called out is the wateh agate! Witness did not hear any answer 
returned to this enquiry. The same person who had. at firs~ 
aecosted him, then said, " This is not all the money you have 
in the house, and if you do not look quick and find some more 
I will blow your braiDs out ;" witness replied he was sure they 
had no more money in the house, unless his father had some, 
and he did not know that he had. On which the robber said, 
"If his father had any money, and did not give them it, they 
would stab or stick him." After some further threats of the 
same kind, they searched the drawers, bu~ without findiJag any. 
Witnesl at le. took out of his pocket two £1 notes, which 
be gave to them, and some silver, which they also insisted on 
having; they took all except one Bhilling. WitneBS said while 
the man with the pistol waa demanding his mODeY, another in 
the houaewho had. a gun said, " S~d out of the way, and I 
will shoot him." A. qilaDtity of butter, a piece of tongue, and 
some wearing apparel, were also taken .. way by them. Wjj;· 
nesa laid four aqures of thE! window were broken. 

E.uu. PABIaN, an aecompliee in the robbery, stated that all 
the prisoners were coal·miDers, and that in pursuance of a pre. 
vious arrangement, they met at Bedford's Cabin, a~ a. place 
eaUed Palace, about twaive o'clock at night, from which place 
·they proceeded to Samuel 1(oxoo's h01l86. Wi.iness had a. gun, 
Ioaeph Fisher had a. sword, and one of them. had a pidoI., 
which w ... brought by Swallow; before they.set oft' they blacked 
their &eel, and some of them pu~ theirahlrts OTer lIheir clo~eI. 
Witness ihen t-ooeeded to. state the. partimdars of the robbery ; 
he could not. tell wJiethelo· a 'SO had heeD·disehuged about 
Samuel.Maim'a, house; doe. not ~Clo1leci it. Witn618 said 
he aDd Lumb did not SO iDto the hotu!e, but remained about 
the door; John 8wal1Ow, John BaUey,. aDd; JoaepltFiBhet. 
went into the bouse •. Witnesa said hia brother. Samuel P.-tio. 
was at Bedford. 0abiD -witb. tIrabit· and heard what!1Nl..-id 
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about rollbiDg Samuel MOXOD, but rema.ioed bebind·aad wonl!l 
not go to the bonae with them. John Lumb was not disguised 
or armed • 

.8AlIWL PA.BKDI said he met with the prisoners at Bedford'1!I 
Cabin, supposing they were going to Grange Moor to a. meeting 
of lAvldita. but heard nothing of a. robbery, nor was it men
tioned to him until he had got within about two hundred yards 
of the house; witness·told them he would have no concern in 
£he robbery, nor would he go a foo,t .further, though Swallow 
threatmled w shoot him; remained there until they returned ; 
they brought with them some sort of clothes; he saw nothing 
else; they went to Grange Moor Side, where they divided their 
booty; witness had no sluu:e in it. John Lumb asked him if 
he did not mean to have anything? he replied,. that he would 
have nothing to do 1fith it. Samuel Parkin did not hear a gun 
fired that night. , 

.JOSJ:PH P:Iwr& lives at Lily Clough: he stated that as he 
was ~etuming to his own house, between eleven ad twelve 
o'clock at night, he met with some men; there W8l'8 about 
half-a-dozen as near as he could tell; witness followed them 
some time, when one of the party said, " H he did not go about 
his business they would shoot him;" witness persisting in 
watching them, one of the party fired his piece over his head. 
and another attempted to strike him with his sword, but. he 
gave back and avoided the blow; witness then returned pari 
of the way back to his own bonae, but turned back and qnick
ening his pace, walked very near them; they then threw at him 
stones and sticks, one of which struck him on the back and 
hurt him, and he then went home; one of the party followed 
him, and as he was entering his house told him he was well off 
that he had met with such quiet chaps as them, or he woulcl 
have been a dead man. Two of them had their. shirts over 
their clothes. The place where he saw them was not far from 
Samuel Moxon's honae, and they seemed going in that direction. 
Witness thought he recognized the voice of one of the prisoners, 
but could not speak to it with any degree of certainty. 

AI.n.umn LrrrLBwOOD spoke to a conversation he had with 
8wallow OD the 6th of July last, in which he admitted that he 
had been at Komn's stir, but that he had got ~ bat nine 
or tea po1DIds of but6er; and two or tluei~. 
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JOSBPR RoBBBTS merely spoke as to the fact of seeing Swallow 
and Littlewood together at the time this convel'88tion is said to 
have taken place • 

. SAMUEL BTooxs, a debtor in the castle, stated a conversation 
in which Fisher acknowledged that he was within twenty yards 
of Moxon's house, but did not go in; stayed there while they 
plundered the house, and that he had some part of the plunder, 
and that Lumb had also admitted being concerned in it, and 
that they both laid the blame on Swallow and Earl Parkin. 
Witness told Swallow what Lumb had told, and said it would 
be of very bad consequence, on which Swallow said it was 
done and could not be undone. 

On the part of the defence, Mr. George Armitage was called, 
who llaid that Earl Parkin was a person of infamous character, 
and not to be credited upon his oath. 

One witness was called to the prisoners' characters, who said 
he had never heard anything bad of them before this. This 
trial1asted the whole of Tuesday. 

After a very able charge from the Judge, the Jury retired 
out of court for some time, and on their return found all the 
pri80ne~UlLTY, but recommended John Lumb to merey, 
OD the ground of his appearing to have been intluenced by 
Swallow, being unarmed and without disgnise. John Lumb, 
in consequence' of this recommendation has been respited, but 
his less fortunate companions were executed on Saturday, the 
16th of January. 
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MOMDAY, JtmtIA'f'Y U . 

.ARMs STEALING, AT SKIRCOAT, NEAR lIALiFAX. 

JOB HEY, JOHN HILL, and W'fiUAK H.utTLEY, were charged 
with burgla.riously entering the dwelling-house of Goo:rg~ H.aigb, 
and stealing therefrom a gun and pistol, on a ce~ Digbt in 
August last. 

Mr. PARK stated that this offence was conneeied, with the 
disturbances 4t the West-Riding. The obtainiDg. of ~ was 
one of the most prominent, and alarming featurlJs. atten~ 
tha~ system of terror and outrage, which had been oarried to 
so great an extent. The crime of burglary was a capital one, 
and to constitute this offence there must be a breaking into the 
house in the I;Light-time, with an intent to steal; but as,he had 

. occasion to state to a jury on a former ooc~ it would be 
the. same thing in point of law, if theoecupier of the house 
was' by .threats and intimidation compelled to open it; nor was 
it material whether the property was taken by the persona,~ 
enteriBgihe hOl1S4:l, or delivered to them through fear, . 
GEO~E H.uGB lives at Copley Gate, in Skirooat; in August. 

last, he had 8 Pfjrson lived with him of'· the, Danl6. of Tillot&qr,.. 
On the night of the last Saturday in August, he heard a, loud. 
rapping at the door: on hearing the noise he got up, Qad went 
to the landing-place at the top of the siairs.;hea.rd a. loud 
rapping at the door, as if with the butt end of a gun. Witness 
then heard the voices of several persons at the door. The tint 
thing he heard WBB, "Your arms, your arms !" Witness then 
called, "Holla, holla! what do you want?" and was answered 
by one of the party, "General, Ludd, my master, has sent me 
for the arms you have." Witness said to this demand, "I 
have nothing of the kind, for God's sake go home." They 
then began firing; there was a continued noise, occasioned, as 
he supposed, by beating against the door in the porch, which 
reverberated the sound. Witness proceeded to state, that after 
some altercation with them, in which they insisted that he had 
two guns and four pistols, his apprentice said to him, "Master, 
you had better give them up, or they will shoot us," on which 
he consented that he should give them the gun. Tillotson took 
it to the door to them, and he remained where he was at the 
top-of the stairs, until Tillotson returned, who informed him, 
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t.Jmt ~y had fire.at'IIli, had cJemaD(le(U"'e.~pistol,which be: gImJ 
tioTillotaon to give ,to them. Witness never· saw imything of 
the party; h~ them I&Y, "Yonr:arms, yoor IU'msllle-quiek 
01' we will shoot you. :"the voice thail seemed. 00 proceed ,from 
the· Imchsn ••. 
'JoD ~1JQlC",lived with· the·last witness in. Ausustlast; 
remembers some persons commg to their h6UBe in ,the night,; 
lM:rtdoe~ not ratnem.ber the day of the month ~ ,he&id a· great 
boeking at tile ·door.; witness then Iieola.redthe ciromnstaneea 
.wed, by the IBBi witneas, as to the terms in which the demand 
was made lozoar,ms, ,but; further stited,that the people on t1ae 
Mltside . «', lhe dOor said, if the door was ,not, immediately 
opeaed,. t1aeY'woold ,break into'the house., Hili master told 
him, he .ust:g&t upjiopeD the door,'abdgivethem the gun. 
When·the witne880pened the door, some persons nUl away 
hill it to 'the corner of the hoMe, whe1'e they were joined by 
80me 'other persoDS; when they returned, they asked for guns 
and pistols; Witness gave them the gun',before they eame into 
the house ; witnei!18 remained within the door. They enquired 
if'the se was jinabls; witness said it was; the rallll'od being 
wanting, they told him if he did not find it immediately, they 
would shoot him ; witness said he ~d not find it, on which 
they iaid tb:ere WQ8:another pistol, which they must have, and 
they followed; him into the' house; they had guns, with them, 
having again ,tUeatened tAt shoot, him, if they did not give 
iIlemthe other pistol. When the pistol was delivered to themj 
they told him if bis :ioaeter did ,not sell his milk among his 
neighbours, they,'would viSit him again, with .instaat death. 
They toOk away with them a top-eoat, which belonged to him. 
but the coat was left at a farmhouse ,for him, and was returned 
to him tOO' nUt morning, foud the bott·end of.a gnu the next 
~I near the door. Th&time of this attaek 'was a liWe 
after: tWelve o'elockat night. ' '., , 

CrolS-eumiued,bj<Mr. Williams, they were not: ,more than 
two or three' minutes in the hotue; it w8s da.rit at the tjme. 
Neitit.er of the .two last witneuee spoke ~ thepenoDS of an,. 
of the prisoners., ' , . 

JOSEPK' eARTH lives at Nol'th. Green, in ,(heetl8.nd, ;&:nows 
the . three prisoners, wU in their . company the latter end of 
August: they met in a field between eight an Dine o'alook, 

N 2 
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met by aJipointmeD.t illere. Witness h0W8'·~ SAigh, 
himself .and the three. prisoners went to various, placeII, ... 
amoug others to George H1Iigh's; the three prisoners Id the 
bar were there; some of their party went to the kitchen doot, 
and others to the front door, they knocked very hard. and de·. 
manded arms. Witnees then stated the circumstances related 
by the two former witnesses, previous to their entry into the 
house. When Tillotson delivered them 8 pistol, they then told 
him if his master did not sell his milk·to his neighbours at 
twopence a quart, they would visit him agaiB. One of the 
party took a .top-coat,and threw it on Job Bey's·arm, and h. 
carried it from the house; after sOme time he, enquired,wlUoh 
of theparly it belouged to, and finding that. it..did not belong 
to any of them, he said he would not have anything to do witD. 
it, and he left it at a farmhouse to be returned to Haigh's. Jolt 
Hey took the gun into his possession, and another of· the 
prisoners took the pistol. The gun .. was carried into North 
Dale. Job Hey had a gun when they went to. Haigh's house, 
and with which he knocked at the kitchen door, and broke it, 
a part of the stock.was left behind; there were no fire-armsdis
charged; he struck the door very hard. The gun that wait 
broken had been got that night. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Williams: he is a cotton-spinner, 
and came to York from the House of Correction Id Wake1ield; 
got home between one and two.iD the morning; did. not get. 
drunk that night, it was another night; had been regularly 
employed in stealing arms for six weeks,or. &. month; was 
taken up on a Saturday night in· Deeember., ,Witness after. 
wards corrected himself, and said, that enquiries having been 
inade after him, he sarrendered himself up. 

TllOIlASCLAlUt is a serjeant in the Suffolk Militia; there.is 
a party stationed at Elland; apprehended Job Hey at his house 
in North Dean. On searching his house he found Btlb. gun. 
powder. Job Hey told he had had it sixteen years, but the 
gunpowder· was fresh, and could not have been kept so loug. 
In consequence of directions from Job Hey, he foUDd a pistol 
concealed between the chimney and the roof. 

LmUT. .AI.JouJ> CooPBB was present at the search of the 
prisoner's house, where a pistol wu found, which he delivered 
to the CODStable, 
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Mr. (hOBGE WIDTBJDW) produeed the pistol which he 
received from Mr. &dcllit'e, in the presence of the last witness. 

Mr. G.OBGE liAIGB examined the pistol, said he believed it 
to be his pistol, but could not swear to it. 

Mr. GBOBGB liAIGB, JUN. would not swear to it, but believed 
it was the pistol taken away from their house. 

JOHN Trr.I.oT80N stated, that he had fired the pistol several 
times, it was then nearly new, was now much scratched, but 
he believed it to be the same pistol. 

The examination taken before Mr. Radcllit'e, was then proved 
aDd read. Job Hey says, "I was there, at George Haigh's ;" 
and John Hill says, "I was there, but there was never any gun 
:fired." William Hartley being charged with a felony, says, "I 
was there, but I had no arms, nor did I make any demand of 
any." The examination contained an admissiOll of other 
depredations, but only those parts were read which applied to 
the present charge. Two witnesses were called to speak to the 
character of the prisOllers, who represented them. as honest 
industrious men. 

Mr. JUBTICE LE BLANC, after commentmg upon the evidence, 
and stating the law to the jury, as laid down by the counsel for 
the crown, said, that character which could. not weigh much 
except in ease of doubt, had less weight than usual in the 
present temper and discontent which had l)lanifested itself in 
those districts, and where men, wIsp woulll. have shrunk back 
from the proposal of an ordinary robbery, angQged with alacrity 
in those depredations. 

The JURY, without retiring, "~d the prisone.rs-Gun.TY. 
These prisoners received sentence of death on the followinS 

day, and were among the Ullhappy persons left for execution OD 
Sahuday. . 
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TuBSDAY, January 12. 

RoBBEBY AT FABTOWN, ~ HVD,DERB.FWL~; 
JAMES HEy, JOSEPH CROwTHER, and NATHAN HOYLE, were 

capitally indicted with committing a robbery in the dwelling, 
l10use of 14r. James Brook, of Sheepridge, iD the parish of 
Huddersfield, On the 29th of November last. ' 

JAMES BROOK stated, that he lived at Sheepridge, .in the 
parish of Huddersfield .. On Sunday, the 29th of November, 
Jll the night, two men came to his house; he was standing at 
the outside of his door; they asked him for his gun, he toM 
them he had not got one, on which they said they knew he hiLd 
a pistol, and followed him into the house; witness told them 
the pistol was nothing good for. As soon as they had got into 
the house they demanded money, threatening to shoot him if 
he did not immediately give them what money he had. Both 
the men had pistols; witness thought it was the prisoner, 
James Hey, that demanded the money; witness told them he 
had no money, they then forced him into a chair and bid him 
look at the fire. After they had spent some time in searching 
the house, they insisted on the witness walking up stairs and 
fetching them his pistol; they followed him up stairs; Wit· 
nes~ gave the. pistol to James Hey, who, after looking at it, 
'said, "It was nothing good for." The children, who were in 
"bed, were terrified and shrieked out, on which one of the 
prisoners said, (levelling a pistol at them;)" If they mouthed 
again, he would blow their brains out! ", When they returned 
down· stairs, they insisted on his opening the cupboard door; 
'this he refused to do, but said his wife might do it. After 
some further threats, the door was opened, and a one pound 
note taken out of it, and about four shillings in silver; when 
they had got the money, one of them said, "He had a good 
mind to blow his head off, for telling them such a confounded 
lie." When they went away, they told him if he went out of 
doors in less than two hours he would be shot. Witness said 
there was a candle in the house, and the prisoner he believed 
to be James Hey, had an handkerchief over his face, but he 
sometimes put the corners under his hat, and he had then 'a 
view of his face, but he could not swear positively that the 
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prisoJ!.er lieJl was .o .. eof ijlem,but;:.it.,w. his; ~ief. •. AIel' 
they;we,e gone, he. missed hia w.atfth.whieh hung by the cloek, 
face. . . , '. 

JOS;EPH CARTlIUIo, knQws, ~ three pr.i,soners;. James Hey, 
Joseph CrowUler, and Nathan Royle; met them: on theSunf 
day the robbery was committed, at the top of a W.(lod called 
Skitcoat; they met py appointment tp take guns and money 
at a:'PlIwe called Fartown. Jaxnes Rey and Nathan Boyle told 
him .that they and Edward Crowther had been looking out 
some places at Fartown, which ill (Q1ll'.Qr: five miles (Ifi' j. which 
apPQintment was made.in the' afternoon, and at,night witness 
went withthElm to ,J~s Brooki;house. Hoyle and Joseph 
CrowtMr ,told him they were' to meet with Edward Crowt}Jer 
and ¥itchell at. a partic. plaee. that night, but they did nat 
:meet them., on whiQh Joseph Crowther said as they had com~; 
B.O far, they must not lose their labour, ~ut tr:y for themselve8,f 
A& they were going to Fartown, they saw a man standiug,:l;ly 
thef~Doo near. the farmhoulle, on which Ja.:mes Hey deman~ 
his gun; the man said he had only an old piece, and it WQ& 

without lock, and would be of no use to them. J ames Hey 
wished to look at it, and they followed him into the house; 
witness then detaile4 the circumstances of the robbery nearly 
as stated by James Brook, but did not mention anything about 
t.bieatening to shoot the children. Witnells said they all 'of 
them searched for the money. On their return, after obtainU}g , 
their booty, J08eph Crowther shewed them' a. watch, which he 
had taken from James Brook's house; the watch was given to 
N a£ba.n. Royle, as part of his share of the plunder; they went 
in the course of tlw SlWl6 .t to several other' places ; and 
upon. dividing their booty, ijl,ey shared £15 each. Witness 
said they remained in James Brook's house only a few minutes; 
wit.il.ess could. not state how long he had been in the·trade of 
robbing; and he begUn. of informing as soon as,he was taken 
up, in the· hopes of B&ving himself. He made DO confell8ion 
1ll1iil he was apprehended. 

EnwAJU) CBOWTHBJl, the man, referred to by the last witness 
as'one who should have been ,of the party, stated that he was 
with the prisoners when the plan of going to Fartown was laid; 
their object was to receive property to better their families. 
Witness about a week before had seen J8II18S Hey, who told 
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him they had 1'I1n through most of the plaees in that neigh
bourhood, but he knew a nioe plaoe towards Fell, it was a 
lonely plaoe; witness said it was a pity to go there as she was 
a widow, and wanted her property to maintain her family. Job 
Hey then said, he knew BOme other plaoes. Witness said 
though he had agreed to be one of the party, he changed bis 
mind and did not go; after the robbery he saw the prisoners, 
who told him they had found better places in the dark than 
they did when they set oft' in the light, and that they had got 
a good' deal of money, but did not say how much. 

JONAS MrrCHELL gave nearly similar evidenoe as to the con
versation about the robbery; he said he was one of the party. 

Two witnesses were called to the character of the prisoners, 
who spoke of them as persons who had borne a fair character 
up to the breaking out of the disturbanoes, and Mr. Broadbent 
sp()ke of the father of James Hey as a most respectable man • 

.After the JUDGE had recapitulated the evidence, the JURY 
retired for about ten minutes, and returned into court with a 
verdict of GUILTY against all the prisoners. 

BURGLARIES AT KmxBURTON. 

Dum MOORHOUSE, and JOHN SJIITB, for burglaries at Kirk
burton, having been put to the bar, Mr. PABX stated, that he 
was induced, by circumstances, to consent to their acquittal, 
and addressing the jury added:-

" GENTLEMEN,-I have no more cases of felony to bring 
before you. In the name of the country, I thank you for your 
&ttendanoe. It has been a most painful one undoubtedly, but 
I hope and trust that what has been done here, will restore 
peaoe and comfort to this deluded county, and that those within 
these walls, and all in every part of the kingdom, to whom the 
account of what has passed here may come, will be induced to 
abstain from the commission of such oft'enoes, and will be sat
isfted that lives of honest industry are far preferable, considered 
even in a temporal view, to lives of rapine, violenoe, and outrage 
against their neighbours, and to the assassination of honest and 
iDnooent individuals." 

The JURY immediately acquitted the prisoners. 



Jilr. Pux tltBl,l.~tlJe l;I!Iln!)b",MdIl:.-· . 
"MY~OllD8,~There &l',4I sillI l'6IDAillil)g in.yow cal&n~" 

8I$venteen . persons, who stood C)&pitaJly ~d. for. di1l'erQDt, 
otIences. Upon looking through a list, of their caaes,wi,th all 
the ~y in InY- power, ~~.by my le~d mewI/J. I ~ 
covered that three of the ringle~ in aU those Q1fe~ have, 
already suffered the penalty of the law; two QthefS of thQ"-, 
who are involved in some of the~ indiet.rn..ts,. UTe: NsO, been, 
capit4llyoonvicted j I will not sWe U1eir II,IioWes,. bee_Wle I wiII4: 
to create no prltiudice. l ~ ellserve. that tw~ oth6l~ r4. 
those pel'SQD8 were acquitted on .. (ormer tJiaol, on ~twcJ4.y 
night. I do not think ~ Ul,at ought to in1lu.enoo my judgment 
upon the present oceasion, so as to render it 1I1Y duty to· put, 
t.b.eJp upon their trial agaW.; but inasJ:llue,h as l ~r ~t, 
tlwse whose cases rema.iD,. includ.Qlg ~ two wlao \Vere acquitte4.. I 

on &tUf~y night, have been, to a CQIISiderable ~ee, . ijut. 
dupes of desiining pellO~ avil thl't they. have. bEll'ln led onlli 
the five persons to whozp. 1 ba,ve aIl~dec4 I tml. w. hope$ tW 1. 
shall not be doing wrong, in ~tt.ipg t4e~ to be disQha~ 
on giving bail ij) appea.\' at any time, when ealled upon by the 
crown. And I do assure your Lordships, that if tJiey will 
conduct themselves 88 honest awl industrious subjects, they 
never shall be called upon; and I trust that I !iliaU. very 
materia.lly .benefit this county, by the ~e I have tlWte~ and. 
that ~ 113nity and forbearance on the pa:rt of ~ eJ'o.~ (fur 
so libe pr4lontU1l JIilust ~nsi<1er i$) will ba,ve a powe$l eWeet 
upon their minds." . . 
T~ seventeen ~~ allude4, ~ were IIIOOOr~y" di,iy. 

charse4. ~POIl b~, W ~er the ~~t,s"hen ~, .~ 

SENTENCES. 
After which. Mr. &Bo)! Tuo.IIPsollt proceed'!d to pass..~. 

teucfl-1lpontb,e pli80n~ CQIlriP~d, h~ wit.b. ~e~. 
ofence". " .. .. 

Mr. &Bollt T~oUPSOlIt.-.,.".T~~. Joluj. B~, ~. 
elder, Ch~les lJilner. Jolw Baines, tb,e l'oql)r, W~. 
Bl~ellqloush, and George 1;)ucnQrt.b. y~n, tJw .~~~ 
prisoners at the bar, have been convicted of an o11'ence, lJ~J 
the wiad@l of t.Iw 1~~1J ~ • a feW:ny. lQlJw, John 

o 
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Eaden, and JohnBaines, the elder, areconvieted of ·haTing 
administered to dUferent persons an unlawful oath, an oath 
tending to bind the persons taking it, and intended by you that· 
it should 80 bind them, to join in a soeiety of persons to disturb 
the public peace, binding them to secrecy in that association, 
and never to declare what they should know respecting tbal 
confederacy. 'You the other four prisoners at the bar, have 
been convicted of being present, aiding and C?Onsenting to the 
administering of that unlawful oath, by the prisoner John 
:Baines, the elder, and your offence is of the same degree 88 

that of the men who actually administered that oath. 
"In the com'se of the very serious investigations,. about. 

which we have been so long employed in this place, it has but 
too plainly appeared what have been the dreadful e1feets of such 
Oaths so taken.. They certainly have been the means of induciDg 
many unwary persons to enter into these illegal associations, 
and of which engagements in support of them, has been IlWlb 
all we have unfortunately witnessed in the evidence laid before 
us in the course of the enquiries; they have tended to. the 
disturbance of the public peace in the most populous manufae
ttuing . part of this county; they have induced large bodies of 
men to engage in the most tumultuous proceedings, to attack 
the houses, plunder the property, begin to. demolish the mills, 
and to destroy the machinery employed in those mills-nay 
they have had the effect of going much further, and have eVeD 
induced persons to proceed to the horrid crime of murder. 
Strictly speaking, the administering ,those oaths does not make 
you in law acce9BOries to .those offences, but still they must lie 
heavy upon your conseiences, if you have any sense of right 
or wrong left. 

"You, John Eaden, Ileem ~ have been long practised in 80 
, administering these oaths. To the person to whom you ad

ministered it, you gave instructions to get that oath by heart, 
that he might .qUalify himself to be the administrator of it ; 
and to a person who called upon you shortly after you had so 
administered that oath, youfuIly explained to what it was in
tended to bind the parties, not BCl'Upling to admit that the 
intention of it was to overturn the very government of this 
countty. 

"You, John Baines, the elder, have made it your boast that 
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your eyes have been opened ilr three-and-twenty years, and 
you also declared your sentiments with respect to government, 
and with respect to no government, plainly, according to what 
we have collected from the evidence,' preferring anarchy and. 
confusion to order and subordination in society. Such is the 
offence of which you, the prisoners at the bar, stand convicted, 
and the punishment which the legislature has provided for that 
offence is certainly not a severe one, if it is considered only 
what a profanation of religion it is; such a daring appeal to 
the Almighty to witness your desperate engagements, as well 
as the horrid consequences that follow from it. H the offence 
committed by one of you, that is, by John Baines, the elder, 
of, administering this oath, had been committed only two days 
later ihan it was, the administering of that oath would have 
amounted to a capital felony; for the legislature, seeing that 
the punishment was hardly sufficient' for offences of such mag
nitude, have enacted, that to administer any such oaths, 
whereby a person is held bound to commit any murder or other 
capital felony, shall itself amount to a capital offence; that 
act of parliament, however, did not take place till a day after 
you had committed the offence. 

" Under all these circumstances, we feel it our duty to pro
nounce that judgment upon you which the law has provided, 
and in the extreme in which it is provided. The judgment of 
the court upon you, the prisoners at the bar, is, that you be 
severally transported beyond the seas for the term' of seven 
years." . 

The unhappy persons capitally convicted, I'IFTBEN in num- . 
her, were then brought up for judgment. The bar, though a 
large one, was insufficient to contain the whole, and a seat in 
front of it was cleared' of the spectators, that all the prisoners 
might stand at once in view of.the Judges, and a more painful 
and distressing scene was never witnessed. The prisoners 
were all young and in the prime ·of life, and of respectable 
appearance, many of them particularly good-looking men. 

They were placed in the following order :-John Swallow, 
John Batley, Joseph Fisher, John Lumb; Job Hey, John 
Hill, William Hartley, James Hey; Joseph Crowther, Nathan 

02 
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Hoyle; lames Haigh, JOIIatban Dea.a, John' Ogden, 'Dlomas 
Brook, and John Walker. The lasi five priJoners were 0011-

\'icted of BD attack on·:Mr. Cartwright's mill at Rawfolds, and 
beginning to demolish the 8&1118. ' 

TheCLBRJt op AJUwen then eaquired of the several pri
sonen, in t8e solemn language of the law, why judgment of 
death should not he awarded agaiDst flhem? who each entreated 
that tiheir lives might be spwed. 

BABOK TBoKP80K and Mr. JUBTICB LI: BuKo, havingpnt 
on the symbol of the awful sentence they were about to paBI. 
BOON TBOKPSON addressed these tmhappy mell in nearly the 
following terms :-

.. You, John Swallow, •• -[his Lordship here repeated the 
names U all the prisoners, in the order we have staied them,] 
-the unhappy prisoners at the bar, stand convicted of varion. 
dences, for which yolK' lives are justly forfeited 

"You. have formed part ofa desperate aIIIOOiation of meD, 

'Woo, fer a great length of tUne, have disturbed the peaee in 
the West-Riding of this county; you have formed yo1J1'8elves 
'into bodies, and have proceeded to the mOlit alarming outragea. 
The cause of your first associating ~ to have been the 
use of maohinery in 'the woollen mantifaeture, by which you 
apprehended that the quantity of labour would be diminished; 
'but a grosser delusion could not have been practised upon yoa. 
In the attainmem .of this you have proeeeded to the greatest 
'extremities. 

" Your first object seems to have been the possession of fire
arms; and though some of you seem to have confined your 
depredations to this object, oth8lll of you have taken, by terror, 
. force, and violence, properly of fmtry description • 

.. You, the prisoners, Job Hey. John Hill, and WiWam 
HarUey, do not appear, indeed, to have taken anything but 
arms; but you w8mt armed and disguised in the night-time, 
and created great terror and alarm. James Hey, Joseph 
Orowther, and NathaD &yIe, have been con~ of robbing 
in a dwelling-house, and 'puttiDg the persons theMn in great 
fear. You have all of Jbnbeen convicted on evideDee lie 
most ·satist8etory." 

His LoBIJIIBIP, ihen .-ucnIarly adclnaaiDg the last five 
'priIIon~ aid;.-.-;u Yoa hpe hem ~ of .. of the 
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greatest atrocities ihat was ever committed iD a ei.lilized 
country; you had been long practised; you had formed your
selves into companies commanded by difi'erent leaders, aDd 
armed with guns, with pistols, with axes, and other weapcma 
of offence and mischief, you marohed in military array to the 
mill of Hr. Cartwrightl which you afterwards begun to pull 
down; you kept up a dreadful fire for some time; oth~rs of 
you begun the work of destruction, and you were evidently 
bent on the worst of mischief, intending, doubtless, to demolish 
the machinery. This attaek was accompanied by cries and 
exclamations. 

" This tumultuous usemblage, of which you formed a very 
powerful part, was such as to alarm a man of less firmness than 
him with whom you had to coniend. The cries yell uttered 
were, • Get in, get in, and kill them all I ' and ihere is no 
doubt that if you had ga.lned admittance, this ihreat would 
have mosi al!llllredly been carried mto effect • 

.. The courage and resolutiondisplayecl in the defence of the 
mill, were suecessful in repelling your attack; but two of your 
wretched companions paid the forfeit of their lives. It was 
this defeat that afterwards instigated some of your companions 
to the more atrocious crime of c1eliberate murder, and the per
sons immediately concerned in that murder have B1l1fered the 
punishment which the law in1iicts; and a similar fate is about 
tn await you, the prisoners at the bar. 

" The jury who tried you, recommended one of you, J obn 
Lumb, to merey; they thought they saw grounds for discrim
inating between your ease and that of the other prisonera 
iDduded in the same eharge. On this ground it is possible 
that mercy may be erlended towarc1s you, II&d that your life 
may be spared. For the rest of you, I wish I could have dis
covered any grounds for mitigating your sentence; but this t 
have not been able to do. It is of infinite importance to 
society that no mercy should be shewn yoa; it is of importance 
that your aen~ should be speedily oanied into eifoot; and 
it is but right to tell JOG, that yOll have bat. & very short time 
10 remain in this world; &Bd I irast, tW not only those who 
now hear me, but all, without *hose wal1a, to whom the tidings 
of your fall may come,1riH bewarned by ~&t.e, and avoid 
thoie faW steps _ch hale CODIiuctecl you to it; b tbey~y 
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rest assured that, when ODee engaged in lawless enterprizes, it 
will be impossible for them to say, ' Hitherto will I go, but no 
further;' and that they will go on till death will, sooner or 
later, overtake them in the shape of punishment. 

"Prisoners,-I would emort you to set about the great 
work of repentance, and to make your peace with God; and 
that, feeling convinced of your crimes, you will make a full 
confession of them, as the only reparation you can make to 
society, and that you will give yourselves up to the admonitions 
of the Rev. Clergyman whol!8 office it is to prepare you for 
your awful change; and God grant, that, by worthily bewailing 
your sins, and sincerely forsaking them, you may:find mercy 
of the Lord. 

" Prisoners,-hear the I!8ntence which the laws of man 
award against your crimes. The I!8ntence of the law is, ed 
this court doth award it-That you be taken from hence to the 
place from whence you came, and from thence to the place of 
execution, and that you severally be hanged by the neck until 
you are dead, and may Almighty God have mercy upon your 
souls." 

One of the prisoners fell into a fit during the time the Judge 
was addressing them; and when he came to that part of his 
address in which he spoke of the certainty and near approach 
of their execution, involuntary groans of anguish burst from 
I!8veral of the prisoners. The scene was inexpressibly painful. 

The Judges, before they left York, ordered for execution 
fourteen of these unhappy persons, on Saturday, the 16th of 
January. Lumb is the only person respited. Seven of them 
sufi'ered at eleven o'clock, and the other I!8ven at two o'clock. 

EXECUTION. 

We now approach to the last awful scene of this tragi.eal 
assize. After sentence of death had been passed upon the 
persons convicted of making the attack on Mr. Cartwright's 
mill at Rawfolds, and of the burglaries, all of them (except 
John Lumb, to whom mercy was extended,) were removed to 
the condemned ward, and their behaviour in that place was 
very penitent. They confessed ,they bad offended agaiDBt the 
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laws of God and of their country, but on the sUbject of the 
offence for which the sentence of death was passed upon them, 
they were unanimOUBly unt and reserved. All of them, 'eX\
cept one, tacitly confessed that they were guilty of the crime"e 
of which they stood convicted, and when they were asked if 
any of them could sa.y they were not guilty, they all remained 
silent, except James Haigh and Nathan Hoyle, the former of 
whom· said, "I am guilty," and the latter, " I am iriDooent·;" 
this was the day before the execution; but Hoyle did not. 
make any declarstionto that effect when brought to the 'plat~ 
form. Their minds for the most part had attained a wonderful 
degree of composure, except the mind of John Ogden: he
appeared for some time to be . much disturbed, but on the 
question being put to him whether his agitation arose from· 
any discovery that he had to make, and with the weight. of 
which his conscience was oppre88ed, he answered no, his 
agitation arose from the terrors of bis situation. 

And here·it seems proper to observe, that if any of these 
unfortunate men po88essed any secret that it might have been 
important to the public to know, they suftered it to die with 
them. Their discoveries were meagre in the extreme. Not 
one of them impeached any of their a.coomplices, nor did they 
state, as might reasonably have been expected, where the depot 
of arms, in the collection of whioh some of them had been 
more practically engaged, was to be found. When interrogated 
on this point, some of them disclaimed all knowledge of the 
place, and others said Benjamin Walker, the informer against 
MelIor, Thorpe, and Smith, could give the best information 
about the arms, as he had been present at most of the depre. 
dations. On the question being put to them whether they 
knew who were concerned in the robbery of a mill (not Raw
folds) near Cleckheaton? James Hey said, "I and Carter, 
the informer, were present at that robbery." It was observed 
to James Hey, that it was very extraordinary that he who had 
had the advantage of a religious education, his father being of 
the Methodist Society, should have come to such a disgraceful 
situation; to which he replied, in a manner that shewed that 
his vices, however flagrant, had not extinguished in his bosom 
the feelings of filial affection, "I hope," said he, "the'soD's 
crimes will never be imputed to his father." 



The fIl'iitlXpal pa.rt.llf.·fltese ill·fated UlIiI}. \'\fere ~ aact 
have . left ,famili&s. William: 'Hartley h .. le& S4M!e ehildfeii., 
their mother, happily fow heblelf, ,died about W-&-YfiiP ago.' ' 
On the,moi'.ningbefOl'6 the ueouti<ill; tlie'eldest. da.\e:r,~ 
Ha.rt.IeY'obtaine<i permission ~ 'Viait her ~hed:~'when. 
a IIOime took pIaee ,which we will !lOt'attemp. to d8lHlribe. ,'.rh.$. 
~D ,-fallher· willhed to ha'fe been 8pved th4 ~tili'o£ 
this parting infiervai, bUt the importllki1Ate entreatietf· QI hilt 
child, at laSt prevailed, a'nd ~ey met to tab a l~ fal~eU. 
DMer again to be repeaW iD this world. What must bEl ijw. 
fseli.ugsof'IUlBftbotWnate father, (for snoh. in'thUI ~ 
moment; be appears to have eh81m hiaseU',). WMD, t.hwgJl. 
standing 'oD the brink of etami~, he decfules w !HIt $ dv.rli:og 
child! ; How great ,BD . aggmraQon 'of· his ,~ ;Iq. 

those pariiDg pangs have iuilided. 8Jld haw l~ aD adlilonitic)n, 
dOes this melancholy incld8Dt tmggefi to the fatbers of familie8,. 
against entering into eombmMiOll8 that Dl8(Y plaaetbem iD U1e. 
8aDlS inexpressibly ~ sitaaii0D8! D was ~y's paI'-' 
noularrequest that the' pablicshould be, infol1lWld Qf ~ 
Duinber, u1d unprovided sitllation, of hi& orphan Wnily. 

·At eleven o'clook OB Saturday lIlonting, the l]~ Sheriff, 
went to demand the bodieil of Joltn OgdG, Nat.tan· ~y18,. 
J.oseph Crmvther, John Hill, John Walker, Jonau.n, Dean" 
&Dd Thomas Brook. They were sa aogaged in IIingiug the. 
tOllowing hYmn : 

Behold the Saviour of manlmd, 
. ltail'd to the shllDllfolt1'eQ; 
How v&lli; ~CllovlI W bitn. wUn'd , 

';ro bleed 8JJ.d die IQ!: me, &c. . 

whiAiliOJltl,d tbem. di~ in a finr.t ~e of .. voioe; 'aad ,in 
tlWI religjou$ servi~ ~y CQQtiJlued on.tbeil' iWp.y to ~ plat.., 
fol,al, and for'SOlDfI time.r tbeyih~ !U'J'ived 'II.t fIbe fatal spq1i. 
'ney then joined the-ordinary with pat ~.ey.in t.h~ prayera 
appointOO to be read·on su,ch oCllUiooe; $d ~ ~at gentle
man had tak~ his &$I leave of thea. ejlleumtiODs to the 
throne of DlQl'ey rose from· every part,of the erowdQd pll'tfonu. 

Joaeph Crowtber, addrQssin« himeelf to the 8pe.~ BIU~" 
" Farllwell, lads i" &Ilotbel',-whosuuune we could not; l'8CoUeot, 
68i.d, " I am prepared for the Lord;" and J_ Rill, .ad.vaoowg 
a step or t'NO OD the platform, 1iI.ut, " Friellds! all ~ "Ping 
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by my fide; fol" thrae: years I followed ilie Lord, but about 
half-a-year since I· began to. fiill away_. and fell. by little and 
little, and at last I am come to this; persevere in the ways of 

, godliness, and O! take warning by my fate!" The execu~oner 
then proceeded to the discharge of his duty, and the falling of 
the platform soon after, forced an involuntary shriek froJll the 
vast concourse of spectators assembled to witness this tr~~ 
dous sacrifice to the iDJuredt 1aws of the country. . , '., 

The bodies, having remained 8U8pended for the usu~ time, 
they were removed, and while the pl~ of execution was yet 
warm with the blood of the former victims, the remaining seven, 
namely, John Swallow, John Batley, Joseph Fisher, William 
Hartley, James Haigh, James Hey, and Job Hey,~e led, ~ 
half-past one o'clock, from their cell to the fatalsta.g~; their 
behaviour, like that of their deceased confederates, W811 con
trite and becoming. J ames Haigh expressed deep contritioJ? 
for his offences. John Swallow said he had been led away; by 
wicked and unprincipled men, and hoped his fate .would be,a 
warning to all, and teach them to live a life of sobriety and, 
uprightn.,ss. They .aU .united in prayer with an. ~~tlJ.ess 
that is seldom, witnessed in the service of IiElvotion, EWl8Pt: in 
the immediate prospect of death. A few mom~ts .dosedth~ 
mortal existence, and placed them. at ~bardift'~fr~ all 
earthly tribunals in this in1initely impo~, p~cular~6, 
owing to the imperfections of all h~an instituti.ons,~~t
&nce, thongh sincere, cannot procure fprgiveness ;~, we 
have, the authority of God himself for saying, that the cries of 
the eontrite and broken-hearted shall not be despised. Charity 
hopeth all things.' . . . . '.' .' . 

, The criminal records of Yqrkshire do not, perhaps, aft'prd 
an instance of so many victims, having been offered, in one 
day, to the iDJured laws of thE) country. The scene was inex~ 
pressibly awful, and the large .body of soldiers, both horse and 
foot, who guarded the approach to the castle, and wll1'e planted 
in front of the fatal tree, gave to the scene a peculiar degree 
of terror, and exhibited the appearance ,of a militaryeXIICution. 
The spectators, particularl!in the morning, were. unusually 
numerous, and their behaVIOur on both occasions,. was strict9' 
decorous and becoming. 

p 
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SUlD4ABY OF AIL mE PBISONEltSJ' , . 
The tbHowing ;is,tlta 1'eJI11lt of the BpeeiaI' CommiBsion 

opeDed at Ym-k OD Sattirday, the 2nd of JIil,mary, arid whioh 
finished OD Tnesday, JILllU,8.f.Y 12th, '1818 .. The' calendar con~ 
tained the ll&JDes of sixty-sb: persons, eharged with oft'enees 
tlIJimeeted'With disturbances in the West-Ridillgof'this C01lDty. 
or . this Dumber, eighteen have been eapitaUy convicted, of 
whom three were execitted m <Fridni the 8th, and fourteen on 
Saturday the 16th of January, and one·'l'8prieved. Six 'have 
been convict.ed of simple' felony, and' sentenced to be trims
portedfor seven years. 8evenhave been aequitted;' seven
teen, 'agaiMt whom bills of iDdiCtmerit had been 'foa.u,c! fOr 
capital 6n688, have been discharged OD bail; 1iflIeen dis
oharged by proclamation; and one indicted ftno's,'mii!demeanor, 
discharged on :finding sureties to try his traverse the next 
assizes. . .. 
. George MeDar, W'illiam'l'horpe, anctThemlUt BirrlUl, were 
~ of m1Udet, &kid exectned on: Friclaythcrllb .yof 
January. ' . ' ' 

John Bwallow, ,Jolm B.tley, Josep'b Fisher, Job Hey, John 
Hill. WlUiam Hartley, James lIey, .1oseph CrOWther, and 
Nathan Hoyle, were eonvicted. of btu'glary and robbery in a 
~-lIouse,reoeived &enienea of death, 'Imd were exemlted 
OD Saturdaythel6tb of JanW'lY. " . 
" ~s Haigh, J~tJran Dean, John Ogden, Thomas 'Brook, 

and/ohn Wa}lter,oapitaH,y convi~ of riotously a8S$bq 
together, an'd "Wi&h ~ to demolish a nUll of Mr. C~ 
wright"s, . received sentence Of death, and "ere.ex~d on 
SatlU'day the 16th of J'anlWY. . , . ,'. ' 

John ,Beholeld, the yolrilgei, .'Charged with mallciOJiBly 
'8hooting; Craven Cookson and Zaehary Baines (lharged With 
administl!ring i11egaJ oath«; John H:irst for being concerned 
hi th«! attack 6n Rawfolds, mill; JOseph BrQok, Davro, Moor
bousC!i, and John Smith, fQrbttiglary. were acquitted. 

John Lnmb; eonvicted or b1l1'glary, was reprieved, mid' after· 
wards the sentence was eomm~ to transportation tOr~. . 
, The following were 4ischargell on baIl, itbeiDg unditl'StOoH 
that they would never he called ~on to appear so long as they 
should be of good behaviour:- . " 

James Vuley, Joseph Thorllton, George Brook, (of Wool-
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dale,) George'BeaumODtj Abraham A.rmibge, Samuel Jilaigh, 
Bepjamin Hinchllife, John Taylor, Robert Fritton, Charles 
ThOl'Dton~JameB Brook" JoIlD:1I)rook, Geor8e Brook, (of 
Lockwood,) Samuel Booth, George Brook, (of Dalton,) George 
Lodge, and J oaIma Bcilieleflelcl .. , , . " .. , 

James Starkie discharged on bail to enter and try his tra
't'ena at the next aBBizes. 

The following, against; whom no.hiIa'"ere preferred, were 
discharged by procIama.tion :-

JOBhua Haigh, Samuel Harling, John Shore, William White
head, Cornelius HobBon, BeIUamin SiBBWick,Thomu Green, 
William Hanson, Ilark Hill; George Rigge, Charles Cookcroft, 
John Walker, (of BaIhd,},Jam81 ,])ysen, 'BeDjamin Walker, 
aad Joa.ph Carter. 

. . .. ~ , 

. The boCeB of George llelJor, William Thorpe, tmd ,Thomu 
Bmitb,,,eJIe takeD to the Coa:oty Hospital. York, for diaBeII
tion, and a strong military guard 'Wall placed there II8't'eI'aI 
Dish", ' to' pre't'ent u¥y. attempts to :re .. them. 

InJp1l1'll11aneeof tIle~,wldch w" p1lnued thtoIIghOllt 
tbeBe proBeCUtions; of tempering justice with mercy,' tile Go
't'emiaent, al BOOn' I8t1lecapitaJ. cott .. icts had sui'ered: the 
p1lDillhmentjllBlly'dlle to their' cri:tn8l,iIiIUed· a ProoIainatiOll 
OIlthet8th of Jannat'yl ,,,hieh·wal sUecMded, after a short 
int.nal,by another on the 1st of Febluary; both of which, 
beiDg immediately connected with the preceding trials, are 
I1lbjoiDtd. 
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'. ,> ,: By i1I.it£lifylll VJliigIM".··.,PBINtJE ~,fJMLH8;' 
";,':l. r_ •••• ;. :~.:;.~., ~.. .,O, .. l :I_l: .. ~ 

BEGENUJfjrllwlhtitMl~...t lJrwIjJJ,....Gnti ~I' 
,,", , 

.~. I:,: .;. ......, .... ". "" ,.;~, ~,r .~,'1i-,:.; '-j .' ':.:"; ., 

,,' : '. . ,~.~ -~. ..' .. 
1:'-,', ,", •. 

:. I :.i ;., 
;""",.;, • ~ , f '- ~ .r -.. t· 

GEOBGE P.D. .:,>1d ; ~, .. ,> ;',;,' 

,WQ~AS it hath beep repreaented unto U., Th~ diVers> WIfor
,~ and misguided J,>erso~, who hav. ,been in4nced by the AnAcea 
!>f wi~ and designiDg Men to take, some <>a.th or E~en~ . 
contrary to the Acts of Parliament in that behalf made in the S7th 
and 52nd Yea.rs of His Majesty's Reign, or one of those Acts, or to 
__ .butmIPtion" Fbe Arms, and' oiler ofteJlllive Weapc;... b die 
l'urpoIe,of QOimnittiDtJiAotII CIl:1Y~ a.raLOat.ngeil.gailult.the per- ' 
'1I(1.1III aJl.d l'JOperty. of Hii' ~elCy'B peace8ble and faitbfal SabjeotB, 
and who are not,1tR C!baqpeA with BBCh thBir~OfImces, may. be: willing > 

and demous to make a Dieclosure or Confeseion of BUCh their offencea, 
and to take the Oath of Allegiance to ms Majesty, upon receiving an 
AeenraIlce 'of, ~ JlWeety',DlOIIt, graoioue Pardon ,b81leb their 
Off.nc~s; WE, , therefore, acting in' the Name and'~ the BehaJf of ' 
.HiB ~sty, being "Willing to give snoh ~ tqIOD. 8IUIh Conditio_ . 
.1Nl ;are, hereinafter :m8Jltioned,\Y1d, ~y hQping &ba$ the EDaJIiIle 
~ the Jp.st ~ neceBB&ry ~ntII, whioh have' been blAictedin 
tDe' ~e"of ;Lancaater, CheWrj and York, npon ~, otJencIsrJ 
latell t$.cl and j)on~tedi~ ~, CoootieS,JIl&Y;)l"'re ,the Rlutar,y, 
Effect of deterring all Persons from following the Examplll 01, thirir . 
Crimes by a Renewal of th~ like Atrocities, HA VEthought llt, by and 
with the Advice of me Majesty's Privy Council, TO ISSUE THIS 
PBOOLAlIATION; and 118 an Encouragement and Inducement to 
BiB Majesty's miaguided Subjeota to relinquiah all disorderly Practices, 
and return to their due and faithfal!Allegiance to mB Majesty, We do 
hereby, acting in the Name and on the Behalf of me Majesty, promise 
and declare, that every person not having been oharged with any or 
the Offences hereinbefore mentioned, who shall, prenous to the 1lrst 
Day of March next ensuing. appear before some Justice of the Peace 
er JlIIogiatrate, and declare his Offence, and the Oath or Enpgement 
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by him taken.,: and when and where the ........... n, .. 4 iD what 
Manner, or the Ammunition, Fire Arms, or other offensive Weapon • 

. ,1Iy him Iielen,,1IIld w~where,IIIld'from wilom thnalne,were stolen, 
and the Place where the same were deposited, and also, according to 
the beat of hi, Knowledge anel Belief, tit. PlUe where the iIIbIe may 
be found, and who shall at the same Time take before such lUBtioe of 
the Peace or Magistrate the Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty, 
SHALL RECEIVE ms ILUBS'lTB BOST GBACIOUS PARDON 
for the said Offence; and that no Confession 80 made by any such 
Person shall be given in Evidence against the Person making the II&IIle 

in any Court or in any Case whatever. .,'" , 

Given at the' Court at Carlton House, the 18th Day cjf 1anuary, 
181S, in the 5Sld Year of His'J'rtajesty's Reign.' "'0 ". • 
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. Ri"HUs ROyal Hig~ ~'Z:RlNOE of 'WALES, , 

REGENT oj,tlaeUniMtl Kiftgrlum of Grwat BritaJiR and INland, 
, , . 

in Ihf N ... and on BehtIlJ4 HIB MAJESTY. 

GEORGE P.R. 
WHEREAS We lum beheld, with the deepeat Begm",the daring 

Outrages committed in those Parie ot EngIaad wheItiD IOIIlt of the 
most important ~anufactures of the BerJm have been tor a loDg-rime 
cia'rriea 'en: And being firmly pef81UlC1ed that such Outrages have 1ieeb, 
in a great Degree, oocasiolied by the wioked lfiftepreaemation. aad 
and Artifices of ID-designing PersonB, who have deluded the ~ 
and unwary, through thIIl!J8tlO1ltl ~ crt~ additiollalllm
ployment and increaBed Wages tor the la1loaring J(an~ by 
the Destruotion of the mOllS Kinds of Kaoldner:J now most bead
cially employed in the ManutaotmeB of this Kingdom, eall have thus 
II8duoetI them 'to enter into unlawful Aseoeiatiollll, aDd to IIind th.tr 
ConllClienoes by Oathe and Engagements no& IeIs inJmiouto theit own 
Welfare, than destmotive of the good Order and HappineBB of Society; 
and seeing that the Extent and ProgreBB ot the Trade and l'IIanutaoturea 
(If this Country, whieh have been continually advanoed by the Invmt
tion and Improvement ot ltaohinery, alford the beet praotie&1 
Demonlbation of the l!'alIehood of an snob Pretexts; WE, therefore 
actin« in the Name and on the Behalf of His Majesty, being anxiou 
by evety Means in Our Power, to bring back His M~'s miBpjde4 
8ubJeotI to a juA Sense of their own INDIVIDUAL INTERE8TS, 
.. well as of THEIB DUTY TO HIS JLUESTY, aDd of the 
Beprd whieh they owe to the Welfare of the Community, HAVE 
thought It, by the Advice of His Majesty's Privy OoUDDil, to i.me this 
Proolamaaon; and We do hereby, in the Name and on the Behalf of 
His "sty, abon an His llirdesty's loving SulUecte streDuolltlly to 
eun themaelVBB in their Inn Stations to prevent the Beourrence 
of those atrocious Combinations and Crimes, by whioh thepublio 
P_ has been so long di_bed, and the Persona and Propeny of 
Individualll eodaDgered and destroyed, and whioh have so jutly draft 
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down upon the Offenders the severest Penalties of the Law. AND 
We do more especially warn those, who may be exposed to such seduc
tions, against the Danger of binding themselves by illegal Oaths, and 
Engagements to obey the Commande of secret Directors, who, keeping -
themselves aloof, involve their deluded Associates in all the Guilt and 
Peril of Violence, RObbery, and Murder. AND We do further, in 
the Name and on the Behalf of His Majesty, earnestly recommend 
and eDjoin His Majeaty's loving Subjects, wheneve~ it shall be found 
necessary, to have Recourse to the aalutary Measures which the Wis
dom of Parliament h&l provided for the Protection of Persons and 
Property. AND We do further exhQl't the Proprietors of Machinery, 
not to be deterred from continuing the Use and Employment of the 
_, but vigilantly and strenuo1lllly to exert themselves in the Main
tenanoe and Defence of their Property, and in the Pro-uon of their 
lawful and meritorious Calling., in the full Persuaaion that due 
Watchfulness and Resolution, exhibited in the first Instance on their 
own Part, will, &I has- been ]IIIO'Ied by rseeBt Experience, moa 
eft'ectuaJly prevent or repel such unlawful AggreBSions. AND We do, 
further, in the Name and on the Behalf of His Majesty, charge and 
command all SheriIfs, JusQcea -of tJaa Peace, Mayor&, BailiIf., 
Constables and other Civil Officer&, to continue their utmost Vigilance 
and Activity for the Preservation of Peace and good Order, the Pr&
vention of Nightly and other unlawfUl MeetiDge of ill-designing ~ 
wicked Men, and for the Defence of His Majesty'. ~ble and 
industrious Subjects from the secret Machination. and open Attacks 
of the Violatol'll of Private Property, and the Disturbers of the Public 
Tranquillity: Trusting, &I We do, that by the constant and actiVI! 
Exertion. of all well-disposed men, the Misgaided may be ree1aimel\ 
and the Mischievous kept in Awe, without the neceBSityof recurring 
to the Chastisements of the Law, which it will be Our Duty, &I Guar.
dian of the general Peace and Prosperity of the Realm, strictly to 
enforce, if unhappily the Renewal of such Atrocitie., &I We have lately 
had to deplore, should again call for the In1I.iction of just and exem
plary Punishment. 

Given at the Court at Carlton House, this First Day of February, 
181S, in the GSrd Year of His Majesty's Reign. 

GOD Save The KING. 
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